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Tbe Prevention of PO VER rr, 


Together with the Cure of ME LANC Ho- 


„r, Ali Dis con r EY r. Or the beſt 
| and ſureſt way to Wealth and Happineſſe : Being 
Subjects very ſeaſonable for theſe I imes, where- þ 

in all are Poor, or not pleaſed, or both, ? 

when they gced be neither. 


2 bo — = 
_- 7 PREFAC E. 
SECT. 1. | 
4 Hen a Gentleman in Athens had his plate taken away, thee 


erus as he was at dinnet, he ſmiled upon his friends; , 

: thank God that his Higneſs hach left me any thing. Se.whatever 
| befals us, this ſhould be our meditation: Ii Nef rhe Lords mey- 

2 that we are not conſumed, Lam. 3. 22. Or this, He that hath afflicted me 


or a time, could have held me longer; he chat hack touched me in part, 
could have ſtricken me in whale ; he that bath laid this upon my name, ox 
eſtate, hath power to lay a greater rod both upon my body and ſoul, 'wirhour 
doing me the leaſt wrong. And indeed if we but think of our deliverance. 
from the fire of Hell, or that our names are writ in Heaven, it is enoughits. 
make us both patient and thanktul,though the trifles, we delight in, be taken 
from us. , 2 5 
But moſt men are ſo far from this, that if Jed does not anſwer their deſires 
g in ever) thing, they will take pleaſure in nothixg 5 they will light all his pre- 
ent mercies and former favours, becauſe in one thing he croſſes them. Like 
Abab, they are more diſpleaſed for one thing they want (or rather fain 
d pretend they want, or atleaſt have no right unto) than they arechank-, 
{all for a thouſand things they enjoy; though the leaſt metey they injoy is 1 
deyond their beſt merit. They are ready tõ receive all, while they return * 
nothing but ſin and difobedience , wherein they more than abound; for "1 
they hare done more — God in one week ; than they bare done 
it mochere 


him ever ſince they were ; Yea, ſuch ſotts they are, 
Jpleaſe them, they will be revenged on themſelves, grow c 
| onrenc, like focliſh Children, mh will forbear 

ick of the ſullens, if never ſo little: croſt. Yea,” me 
ig hearts can with , and might . and had but 
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gtace) be as happy as ary men alive , yet ſome ſcall trifle ſhall 
make them weary of themſelyes and every thing elſe , as it fared with fooliſh 
Hann, Eſtber 3. 13. More particularly, If thelr purſes grow light, their 
begrts grow beevy ; yea, as if men did delight to vex themſclves; how 
many are there, that of happy make themſelves miſerable ? or more mi- 
ſerable than they need, by looking upon miſer ies in multiplying glaſſes : the 
1 8 onely of being poor, or fear that they may be ſo when they are 
old, makes them never in joy a merry day, hen they neither want, nor are 
like to doe; and every man is ſo miſerable as ke thinks himſelf, The taſt of 
goods or evils does greatly depend on the opinion we have of them. > 
, 1 | 
Thus millions are miſerable, melancholy , diſcontent , by their ] 

eoncelt; when thouſands would think themſelves happy, had they bur a 
piece of their happineſs. Which diſcontent or melancholy occaſions more 
murmuring amongſts us, than ever there was among thoſe Iſraclites in the | 
witderneſs.; an unthankfulneſs able to make or keep them poor and miſera- 
ble, and that everlaſtingly. 1 8 
Indeed, becauſe judgement is not executed ſpeedily, Eccleſ. 8. 11. they think it | 
» 


no ſin at all, ſuch is their ignorance , Orherwile they might know, that as 
rhe Iſraelites was, ſo their murmuring is, againſt even the holy One of Iſrael; 
as Tſaiah affirmed of Semachtrib, Ning, 19. 22. And David of Guligh, 
'« Sn. ry. 36, 45. The Lord ( (ayes Moſes to the people, when they grum- 
bled for want of bread, and alſo to Dathan and Abiram I hetreſb your mur- 
muring againſt him, and what are we? your murmuvings arc not againſt wt, 
ut againſt the Lord, Exod. 16. 8. Numb. 16. 15, 21. Onely this is the 
difference , multitudes of them were deſtroycd ſuddenly (cven feurtecu 
' thouſand-and ſeven hundred at a clap ) yea, they had all been conſumed in a 
moment for their murmuring, had not Meſes ſtv04 up inthe gap, and iuter- 
Ted be them, Numb. 1 6. 41. to 50. and 32. 10. to 14. and 26, 64, 
G5zand 11.12, 33. and 14. 12, 22,23. and 21. 5, 6. Whereas mili- 
ons among us do the like, and are not ſtung with fiery Serpents as they 
were: bt:caufe they are rcſerved withour repcitance, to a fiery 
new in Hell. Nor ſtricken with death temporall, becaule reſerved to 
eath eterual. But Gol is che ſame God ſtill, and as juſt now as ever, though 
new under the Geſpel, inſtead of corperall judgements he inflicts many times 
foiriuudl, as blindneſs of mind, barducſt of heart, and finall impenitency, the, 
ſore· runner of eternal deſtruction of body and ſoul in that burning late, 
Revel. 19 20. For why is their ruine recorded? but fer eur learning. and. 
warning, 1 Cor. 10, 11. Neither is forbearance any acquittance; yea, to 
be let go on in a continual repeating of ſu great a ſin ¶ under ſuch meanes 
af light and grace) uncontrouled, is the greateſt unhappineſs, the heavielt 
chrle, becauſe (uch ſeldom reſt, untill they come to that cvill, from which: 
there is ap redemption, God owes that man a greivous payment, whom he, 


\| ſuffers to run on {0 Jang ynquettioned, ang his puniſhment ſhall be greater, 
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whe he comes ta teckon with him tor all his faults together. O that men 
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dran - bridge be taken up: for favours beſtomed, and deliverances from dan-g—-— 
gers bind to gratitude ; or elſe che more bonds of duty, the mote plagues for 
e ben The contributlon of bleſſiags require retribution of obedience, ox 
will bring diſtribut ion of 2 

Lea, argue with all the world, and they will conclude, that there is no vice 


| like ingratitude; and meer ingratltude returnes nothing for good, but 
cheſe return evill for good, yea, the greateſt evill for the greateſt good, be» 
ing more ingrateful to God and ¶ briſt, than can be expteſt by the beſt Ora- 


tou alive. Our Redeemer ha done and ſuffered more, or would do ( did 
we not ſo daily proyvcke him, for which tead Gods goodneſs and Engiands un- 
thankfulneſs ) more for us, than either can be expteſt, or conceived by any 
heart, were It as deep as the Sea, | 
Yea, Ged hath removed ſo manyevils from us, and conferred ſo manly 
good things upon us, that they are beyond thought or imagination. And 
were the Whole Herten turned into a Book , and all the eAwgels deputed 
Writers thescin , they could not ſet down all the good which Gods love in 
c briſt hath done us. As conſider, if we are ſo bound to bleſs Ged for his 
external, temporal, interiour, carthly, periſhing benefits ( us food, r- 
mens , friends, fire, air, water, health , wealth , life , limbs , liberty, 
ſenſes , and a thouſand thelike ) what praiſe do we owe kim tor the laſt ing 
fruits of hls eternal love and mercy ? and how thankful ſhould we ſtrive to 


be ? And as much do we owe unto g od, fur the dangers from which he de- 


livers us; as for the great and many mercies he hath beſtowed upon, us. 
Neltker could we po ſlibly be unthanktfu},it we ſcrioufly thuaght upon hat 
God gives, and what he forgives. Befides» ( which would allo be thoughe 
upon) what ſhould we have if we did truly love and ſerve Crit? who”. 
hath done all this for his enemies, aeglectiag and diſhounouring him. 
SBCT. 3. 5 
No can any one in common reaſon meditate ſo uubottomed a love, and 


1 ſtudy and ſtrive for an anſwerable thankful demeanour: yet, as if 


all chat Chriſt hath dene for us were nothing to move us, we are ſe far 
from being chanłk ſul, chat our whole life, language and religion is nought 
elſe but one continued act of muttering and murmuring ! this ig che cale, 
and it is the caſe of almoſt who nar. Ip | 
And is this a ſmall matter ꝰ Ts it Gags unſpeakable mercy, that we 
are not at this preſent frying in Hell flawes, never to be ſreed, and do we 


complain for want of atrifle? O that we might, a5 we cught, lay this to 


heart | and tharGods Herald would be often, And ever minding men of 
this their ſordid and baſe condition, and their grierous provoking the Lord, 
who i even a conſuming fire, Heb. 12,29, For to me it is a wondet, chat 
of all other ſins, this ls rhe leaſt yreacht againſt. And me thipks t ſhould 
cut che very hearts of theſe , that have felt the love ot Chriſt, ioheat hit 
ſo diſhoncured, who is the lile of their lives, and ſoul of their ſaules , and 
that by thoſe,who profeſs themſelves Cbriſtiur. Nor do Ichiak Lcohnldeted 
hare pitcht upon a Subject more ſetisus, publick and profitable, whe- . 
c be CQulader che generally of 7 ef or the nec: (hy, commo- 
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cure. | 
As tell me, will it be any deſertleſſe office , to find out a way to help 
all Eis ? and to make the moſt poor and melanchely the richeſt and hap- 
ieft men alive ? for that is my drifc; it is a Theam - rhaps hath not 
itherto beenthought of, at leaſt not handled . but you will grant it as pro- 
firable a Project, when once it is effected, as was Columbus his diſcovery of the 
Weſt Indies, yea, and I hope will extend ir ſeit to as many; for like a cun- 
ning Angler, I have baited my hooꝶ with that, at which every fſþ will be (ure 
to bite. As who, or where, is the man that delires not to be rich and hap- 
I date ſay, if the Great C ham, who is ſaid to have a tree full of pearles 
E by eluſters, ould but make proclamation, that whoever would re- 
Wir to him ſhould have plenty of gold, he might drive ſuch u trade, as weuld 
oy make him a Bankerupt: For as the Prophet obſcrves , cvcry one, even 
from the leaſt unto the greateſt , ; given anto coverouſneſſe, Ferem. 6. 13. All 
gape after gain, and how to get is each mans thought from '/unto ſun, inſo- 
much chat it is to be feared, nineteen parts of all the men in Chriſtcudom 
are worſhippers of the golden Calf. And let this ſerve by way of Preface, 
leaſt the porch or entry prove too big for the houſe : Or leaſt ir thould be (aid 
ot me (as once Nebuchadney ar objected to the Inchamers and Aſtrolu- 
jans ) that T do but while away the time, becauſe I cannot tell them this 
Ding, they ſo much expect and long for, Dax. 2.8. 


SECT. 4. 


As what will ſome Momus ſay ? Here are great words, but no ſecuri:y ; 
Its well if all prove not like the India Fig- tree, whoſe leayer ate as broad 
as a target, when the fruit is no bigger than a bean, © Many an Alchymiſt in 
projecting the Phyloſophers ſtone, have been ſo confident to find that which 
ſhould do all the world good, that they have dif{iHed away great eltares of the.r 
ewn and other mens, to whom they have promiſed before-hand gold in 
Role ſcuttles, but at length their g/:ſſes have broken together with them- 
elves and all their adherents. 

Anſwer: 1 know it is no unuſuall thing with ProjeHors, to lift up Ex- 
pect tion ſo high, that ſhe not ſeldom over- thinks the birth: But I had ra- 
ther men ſhou!d find more than they expect, than look for more than they 
ſhall find. Nor do Lask any more, than that ycu will hear all before you 
cenſure, which is no unreaſonable requeſt ; for ſo far as we ſee, we dare 


believe a ſuſpected or diſcredited perſon; and there are ſome diſhes that we 


may Eat, even from ſlattiſh hands, Neither ſhalt thou after the peruſal of 
it ( in caſe I ſhould all ſhort of what I pretend ) have occaſion, as many 


buyers, to cry aut withhim in the Comedy, pol ego & oleum, & operam 


perdidi. 12 | ü 
i 'Yea, theſe two things I will peremptorily promiſe thee : 

"Firſt, That whoſoever can ſhew thee the way better, yet nenecan ſhew 
thee a better way to grow * nr" happy. 
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The ſecond is, that if choꝝ beeſt not wanting te thy (ect -if thou wil but ob- . 
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ſerve chofe rules and directions which I ſhall produce from the moth 


God, ( who never yet deceived the truſt of any, that had the wit or grace to 
confide in hh, and obey his Precepes , thou ſhalt become of pvey and me- 
lanch:ly , both rich and: hupfy. Wherefore be at leaſure to hear what 


1; ſhall ſay, and call your beſt thoughts to counſell touching this great 


bukneſs, 


— 


— —— 


CAT. I. 


oy for the beiter diſcharge of what I have undertaken , you may 
POR pleaſ}to take notice, thar a pody and melancholy man is like a Ci in- 
ſeſtel wich too Euemie (the one forraign , the other domeſfich } 
which can never injay peace and ſafety, unleſs the one be ſehs ant, and the 
other caſt out, or which is better, both ſubdued. The th, or in. bre 
enemy to be caſt ot is Melancholy; the foryaign foe to be geht dur, is Po- 
veriy: of theſe two will chuſe to ſet upon the laſt firſt, and the rather, fo 
chu this being kept out, or vanquiſht, the other will the ſooner yeild, or with 


* 


more e aſe be overcome. * 


Touching Poverty, ( for that errot in practiſe proceeds many times, 


5 


{ originally and dangerouſly from errour in ju tz and becauſe a ſound 


mind, and aripfit underſt anding of. things will much advantage a man in 
the obtaining and injoying of a and happy eſtate ( for the one lei 
the foundation; as the other ruſſab the walls and roof) and laſtly , becauſe 
this diſcourſe may inrich che ſoul , ſettle the heart, and with Gods bleſſiag 


change the will, as well as increaſe wealth ( an ignorant rich man, being no bet 
rer thati 4 ſheep with a golden fleece.) chat ſo God in all may have tfie glory: 


ill firit ſhow whats i; and has it ij not, to be rick, and then acquaintyou 


howof pot you may become rich, As touching the firſt of thele, it is to 
beobſerved , that molt men are much miſtaken in judging who are poory 
and ho are rich ; as ſtrongly perſwad log themſelyes,thar a man is ſo much 
the happier,” by how much the more he is wealthier, which is as groſs a de- 
luſion as poſhbly can be; for there are ſome caſes, wherein men are never thy 
beiter for their wealth, and others again, wherein they are much the worſe; 


Jas thus. x 


God giveth to every man a ſtock or ,ortion of this worlds goods ( 25 well 
vs of grace and wiſdom ) more or lebe to occupy withall; yea, I perſwade 
y (elf there are few men, that have not onco in their life a golden tu 


Nity offered them, whereby, if they — — ir not, they may live comfortably 


Al their dayes; and to him who is t ll, and uſeih the ſame well; vi. to 


1 


be nook c tho d talent fromthe (ervant, which had bur one, 
it imply the ſame, Lutte 19. 24. gba 5 6 


Pods glory, and profit of himſelf and others, he gi veih moreʒas tor he ſervum 


bich uſod hin tallents well, be doutded them bur to ſuch as are uncthankfol 

d abuſe the ſame to their on hurt and Gods diſhonour, or diſtruſifully. 

vofd it up, he either caketh from them that whleh he — 
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6 How to became Wealthy and Happy. 


** ng: bleſſings, without his bleſſing upon them , and then they were 
eter miſt than had,and will do them more hurt than good, Tecleſ. 5: 13, | 
Or thirdly, which is worſt of all, he beſtowes riches upon them in wrath, 


_ gave a King to the Tſraclites and Quailes: of theſe ſeverally and in 
rder. 

Onely ir will benecefſary, that I firſt glre you an account in breif, how 
ſordidly and ingrate fully they deal with God , that ſo you may the better ſee 
ow God agait requites and payes them back in their own coin, witkvuc the 
leaſt tincture of Injuſtice or ſeverity. 


I. 


| 'S OD hath beftowed more bleſfiags upon many men, than they have 

J hairs on thelr heads, yea, God hath glven them far larger portions of 
this worlds wealth, than he hath done to millions of their þrethren ; they ſo | 
grow and increaſc in ſubſtance, as if they had found out the Philoſophers 0 
ftone,and had the art to turn copper into gold ; or as if with Thales they had the 
faculty to fore-ſce what commodities will be cheap, and hat dear: and the 
more God hath beſtowed upon them, the greater fs their debt of chankful- | 
neſs, and the greatet their duty of obedience: But alaſs, 

They are like the hog, that acornes feed upon, \, | 

But never look up from what tree they come: h 
Or they wore regard the gifs than the givey; 4s Martia, (atoes daughter, 
found It to fare with her Smrtors , who being asked why ſhe did not marry, | 
made anſwer, that ſhe could not meet with a man that would love her more | 
than hers. 

Perhaps they will profeſs they leve God, and afford him a kind of ver bal 
thanks; ſo. reſembilng the Eldey-tree , whoſe leur is more worth than all 
the tree beſides. Or Naztenzens Country of Ox ix ala, which «bounded with 
gay floures, but was barren of corn ; for their thanks is a meer complement, 
and their li- love no other than ſelf-love, as any one may ſee by theſe few 
Ggns. As obſerve but kow cafily they are moved at thelt own injuries, how 
patlent at Gods : let the on credlis or tiches be troubled, they rage like 
Liars, let Gods henour be queſtioned, they are as tame as Laub- If the 
aſperſian of ſcandal lights upon their names, there is ſute upon ſure, from 
Court to Court, all to bepger the raiſer of ir, let the Loyds dreadful name 
be blaſphemed , they are ls far ſrom (pending a penny, that they will got 
ſpare a ſillable: like oh they are more moved for the loſſe of their gend. 

4 than for all Nineveh; which could not be if they did inthe leaſt love God, 
or werethankful, as they (ay they do and are. 

Vea, it were well If this were the worſt, it they were onely negative, if . 
did return nothing forall the loving kindneſs of G, and geod they have 
received from him. for they teturn evil! z as may not God ſay to theſe, I me prel 
all unkely and unmerciſul rich men, as Jarab ſpałke to A brabam concernin 
Hager, I have given thee minc bandmaid, aud now I am deſpiſed in thine eyes, 
And common!y this is the return that rich men make to Gd; for as oſteꝶ 
times he who /enderb money unto his friend, loↄſeth both money and friend te 


: Hew to become iy rally , Hf © 3:9 
| as Seneca obſerves; ſo faresit between God and the ingrateful. As ou? * 
| Fomucks are uſually worſt in ſummer, ſo are our appetites to grace · wards 

3, | weakeſt in time of proſperity and peace. And as the Moon , when' ſhe is 
1 fuller of light, is ſtill fartheſt from ibe Sun, fo the more wealth men have, 


the farther commonly they are from God, Too much renkheſs layeth the 

corn, and rrees overtaden with fruit are their own ruine; God hath thrown 
away a little white and red earth upon thee , and thou art like ſome vain 
Whiffler , thatis proud of his borrowed chain. It had been happy for many a 
man, if God kad permitted them to be poor {till ; for as Saul war charge to 
another man preſently upon his angyming , ſo are men commonly upon theft 
adrancement, and according to our ordinary proverb, their good and their 
bloud riſes together: As if you obſerve, hat evex they were befpre, If they 

0 


R be now but a little croſſed , they will ſwell like the Sea iua ſtorm , 
55 more troubled at an affrons from their inferlour or equall, than for death 
or hell. — 5 


1 Yea,how many with thelr greatneſt have ſuch great thoughts of themſelves; 
that God himſelf mult not diſpleaſe them for if an unſeaſenable ſhower 
doth but croſſe their recreations, they are ready to fall out with heaven, and 
to quartel wich God himſelf ( like Mrs. Minkes riding to Mare) as if they 
were wronged, becauſe he did not take his times, when to rain, and when 
to ſhine , reſembling therein the Horſe , that belng over- much pampered will 
grew fierce, and kit, and not abide hi rider. Or the Alules Fele, who 
er, when the hath ſuckt her fill, and hath enough of her damm: milk, eaſteth up 
her heels and kicks unkindly. But he is a very quarrellous curr, that barks 
ore at every borſe, and in the ſilent alght the very moon- ſbine opens his clamour- 
ons threat. Now bow do we nat then wonder and bleſſe our (elves; that ſuck 
mea lajoy ſo much, ſomething, any thing |! yet hear all, and you will confeſs 
dat others are mare bcholding to God, whom he denies, and keeps ſhort of 
wed tele bewl:ching baits of wealth and greatneſss. wr 
nt, But I have not told y au one half of chelr baſe {ngratitude, for commons" 
ew ly when they have been ferted with Gods bleſſings, they not onely burn at his 
precepts , but as if they ſtudied to be ſuperlative in theirprovoking of him 
they return the greateſt and moſt malitious evill for the greateſt and moR 
admired love, even hating Gad and his people, ahn 15. 24, 25. yea, they 
moſt ſplghtfully and 'maltriouſly Fgbt on Sarans ind fin: fide againſt 
Chriſt, and perſecute his members, and the truth, wich all their might, perſwa- 


b 


by, 15 and as far as they can, inforeing othets to do the ſame; andall this 
wr) oft knowledge and conſcience , as I have upon another occaſion made ic 
od, 


plainly appear, chou h the Devill ſo blinds them, that there is. no convincing 
them thereof. 2 „„ N 
. Thus cheis ſin is many degrees beyond ingratitude it ſelf; it is 2 
Jvickedneſs of that nature, chat there is no name Ignificant enough to ex- 
preſs ir, Yea, to receive ſo many, ſuck good things at the hands of God, 
- — ſuch, and ſo muck eyill, Is a deſperate wickedneſs not to be 
mdured. | | » 
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f Cu. III. 

* obſerve what they get by ic, and how God ( even 172 payes them 

ain in their own coin; whereof. I will give you ſeyeral inſtances, for 

God does not deal alike with all in this caſe, but is vat lous in theſe kinds of 

retaliation. If I be large upon this point, conſider of what conſequence 

and concernment it is, and you will nor blame me for prolixity : yea, 

' admitir ſhould be ſuppoſed a digreſſion, yer would I hope to have thanks 
for it. F 

Firſt, How manyare thete, ro whom God gives abundance of wealth, 
and after ſome few years ( for their abuſing the ſame, and their great un- 
thankfulneſs-). raketh from them again, even that which he had formerly gi- 
ven them-z Yea, hom many hundreds are there every year, even in this Gity, © 
reputed good menzyea,formerly.known to beſo, which all ona ſudden have 
ſhur up their ſhop windows, and broke for thouſands. Neither was the 
talent onely taken from him in the Goſpel , that evill ſervant was bur a type | 
of many, that ſhould have cheir talents taken away. f 

The Hind in ih Fable ( O that it were but a fable) being humed by the 
Degs, hid her ſeli under a uine, whoſe broad leaves covered her, where pet- 
ceiving many ſmnet grata, ſhe in requital began to eat them, but by her 
breaking and pulling them, (he made ſuck a noyſe and thaking of the leaves, | 
that ſhe was ſoon perceived by the hum men, and ſo taken and devoured 
by the Dogs, ſuch is the gain of unthankfulneſs. The ingrateful man 
forfeits all q d fayouss, even whathe hath, and hat ke might further txpeR, | 
meerly for want of paying that ſmall quit rent of thankfwineſs. 

Strabs reports in his 8. Boot, that the S ea, ralſed by an earihquale, over- 
flowed the City of Helice, diſtant twelve turlongs from it, and drowned 
all the Inhabitants thereof for their inhoſpitallity to the Toniens. 

The Lords impoſt for all his ble ſſings is our thankſulneſs, if we neglect to 
pay this impoſt, the commodity is forfeit, and God will take it back, our returns 
ate expected according to our receits. 

So that it is hard to determine, whether the in gratefull perſon be more 
wicked, or fimplez for hai man is ſo mad, as to purchaſe harren land that 
will bring forth nothing but1vecds , bryays and thornes ? Or who will not be 
willing to ſow plentifully, here he (hall reap pleoritully ? 

The beſt meanes to get more, is to be thankful for what we have, God 
loves to ſow much where he reapes much. Thankfulneſs for one benefit in- 
vitetk another, but to do good to an unthankful.body, is to ſem corn on the 
ſand, and ſuch ſpeed thereafter. For the earth, which drinketh in the rain that 
cometh of pen it, and bringeth forth hearbs, meet for him by whom it is dreſſed, 
receiveth bleſſing from God, but that which beareth thoynes and byyars i re- 
proved, and is neer unto curſing, mhoſe end ij to be burned, Heb. 6. 7, 8. Whence 
ariſes this concluſi on, that ant of piety is the conviction of folly, But 


CAP. II II. 


| — — god is pleaſed to continue or increaſe theunthankful and 
Qunmercifull mans meanes, yet he denies to add his bleſſing withall, 


— 


then 
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then be had as good be without it ; for no outward bleſſing proves 2 blefling, | 
withour Gods bleſſing upon it, Mal. 2. 2. yo 
The wealth of Crozſus, were it to he given, = 
of V ere not thanks-worthy, if un-blcſt by Heaven. 
ce That Gods bleſſing upon all we have or do is all in all, and that wkhour It 
ea, all is nothing, is eaſie to prove. The diligent hund, faith Solomon, makerh 
aks rich, Prov. 10 4. but withall.the bleſſing of God makes rich, ſayes the ſave 
Solomon, ver. 22. nut diligence without Gods ble fling , for withour it all 
th, che carning of great wages, is but putting money into a bag with holes: Haygai 
in- 3, 6. Te have ſowenmuch, antl bring in linle, ye ear, but ye have not enough, 
gi- pe drink, but ye are x0t filled with drink, ye clvarhy0u, but there i no wann], 
ity, and be that earneth wages, earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes 3 and 
ave a great deal of thelike in verſe the ninth : and'why all this? chey were all 
the ¶ for themſelves , and ſought net theglory of Gol , and therefore he did hi 
pe upon it, and blaſt alltheir bleſſings, as the whole book ſhews. And the ſame 
we dayly ſee 3 tor have nor many men great ſees, great oſices great revennes, 
the F great gettings , and yet they can ſcarce keep themſelyes out of debt ? Yea, 
det - who more needy, and who run more in debt than thoſe, that have hundreds 
her and thouſands a year ? whereas others that have very lirtle, bur ſmall means, 
re and yet maintain themſelves and their famllies well, yea, and heſp their poor 
red friends and neighbours alſo. Onely the word that proceederh out of Gods 
nan } mouih, makes the difference,his bleſſing ſets forward the one, which he juſtly 
ect, withholds from the other for their wicked unthankfulneſs. 
Though Laban changed Facobs wages ten times, yet he could not one time 
er- change that bleſſing of God which was alwayes wich him. A linle thing 
ned | which the rightoees in ſoyeth i better than great riches tothe wicked, Prov. 16. 
8, Meat, though it have a vertue to nouriſh , Medicine, theugh It havea, 
tro | vertue to heal, rayment, though it can both adorn and deſend the body 
ins e gainſt the injury of air and cold, wealth, thcugh it can make rich, yet 
man liveth not by bread, phyſick, rayment, &c. onely, but by every word 
tore } that proceederh out of the mouth of God does a man live, as our $ aviour ipeaks, - 
that Y Math. 4. 4. | 
t be Nay, without Gods bleſſing the very uſe of their meat is taken away, for 
it ſhall not ſatisfie , as it fell out with them, Hoſtzi4. 10, And the like 
God of other things, Except the Lord build the houſe, they labour in ain that build 
in- it, except the Lord keep the Cizy, the keeper watcheth in vain. It ij in vun foy 
i the Y Jon to Tiſe early, and 10 ye down late, and ear the bread of tarefulneſs, Plal 127. 
tnt 1, 2. And again, Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, bur its God that 
ed, giveth the intreaſo, 1 (or. 3. 6, 7. as in temporal, ſo in ſpiritual food, jr is 
not the Teacher, but the divine operation of Gods Spirit working with the 
werd, which converteth the ſoul ; and for want of this bleſſing, and divine 
lon from God, eventhe beſt of outward bleſſings, as healih, ſtrength, 
riches honours, beauty, wit, learning, &c. prove but the bane of the owners'; 
25 eAbſaloms hair proved his halter. And nothing ſo ſoveraign,which ( be- 
ing abuſed by fin ) may not of a ble ſſing become a curſe. 3 
Jed, when he pleaſeth, can make wine infatuate, 1:0t exhillerate, He 


. 


” 


N 


kis own lav full, much leſſe thy unlawful moanes. Again, if ne mance will 
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can rot the grein in the ground, blaſt it in the car, wither it in the blade, rot 
it with unſcaſonable ſhowers , when it is ripe cauſe vermine to devour it 
in the bays, yea, when it hath paſt the flayl, the mill, the oven, he can make ic 
all in the mouth, in the ſtomach poyſon. He can elther glve a man meat and 
no ſtomack, or aſtomackand no meat. And the ſame God, that can break | 
the ſtaffe of bread, Exch. 4. 16. can alſo break the ſtaffe of friends, riches, 
omotion, wit, learning, and all other meanes that wetruſt to, or put our 
confidence ln, as he did the ſtaffe of Piat ro Aſs, 2 Chron. 16. 1 3, 13. 
as he reſtrained the fire from burning, Dan. 3. 27. and the water from 
drowning, Exod. 14. 21, 2. and the Lions from devouring, Dan. 6. 2 2. 
Whereas if he pleaſe to give his bleſſing, a man ſhall be happy, have he any 
thing or nothing. 
Even a word out of his mouth can either ſuſtain us without bread, as it 
did Moſes and Elias; or with a micaculous bread,as it did T/rael with Mauna; 
or ſend ordinary meanes after a miraculous manner, as food tothe Pro- 
phet by the Revens, or multiply ordinary meanes miraculouſly, as that meal | 
and oyleto the S areptans widdow ; or make a little meanes go a great way, 
and perform much, as thoſe two mean meales of the Propher, when in the 
ſtrength thereof he travelled forty dayes 1 King. 19. f. to 9. Unto which 
we may refer the ſtrength of Moſes, who being one hundred and twenty yeares | 
eld, bad not his n&urall ſtrength abated, Deut. 34. 7. and the like of Caleb, 

fu 14. 10, 11. All things are ſuſtained by his almighty word, how 
elſe ſhould the whole Globe of the carth aud ſeg hang in the middle of the a 
and have no other ſupporter ? | 'ﬆ "Ih 

The onely means tor graſſe, and bearbs, and trees, and fruit to grow by, 

is rain, yet Gd provided for Adam all theſe things before ever it had raized 
on the earth. The uſual meanes of light is the ſun, howbelt God provided 
light before he made the ſun, light the firs} day , ths ſun the fourib day, he 
onely (aid, let there be light,and there was light, Gen. 1. 3. 

There is no reaſon in tho world, that ſeven leaves, and & ſew little fiſhes, 
in the Golper, ſhould feed four thouſand, much leſſe, that frue loaves and two 
fiſhes ſhould feed five thouſand, meanes very inſufficient to natural reaſon; 
yer God ſpeaking the word to them, they did it. The like whereof we may 
read 2 King. 4, 43,4 4. So for the apparel of the Iſraelites, which they 
had when they were young and chiidren in ¶ git, to ſerve them till they 
were grownmen, even forty yeares together in the wilderneſs, without being 
worn our, Deut. 29 5. and the like of that water and pulſe, which with 
Gods bleſſing made Daniel, and his companions, fatter and fairer than af 
the children, which did eat the portion of ihe Rings meat, Dan. 1. 15. 
We live by food , but not by any vertue that is in it without Gd yea, 
without the cencurence of his providence bread would rather choak than 
nouriſh us: if he[withdraw his word and ble ſſing from his creatures in 
their greatrſt abundance we periſh. A man can receive nothing, except it 
be given him from heaven, ꝓobn 3. 27. All which ſhould teach usr 
dealty to truſt in God , what ever our extremeties be; for if God needs not 


ſerve. 


* 
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ſerve the turn, or do us any good, without the bleſſing of God upon it, let 
us not forfeit his bleſſing by our vile ingratitude, but rather deſite his bleſ- 


ſing, though we want the meanes. | 
Thirdly, Lf it be the bleſſing of God that makes rich, and not any thing 


that we can do, let us take heed of aſcribing the ſame to our wit and in- 


duſtry, ot ſacrificing to our nes, and burning incenſe to our yarne,as the Propbet 
ſpeaks, Hab. . 16 

Fourthly and laſtly, ſay not as many do, O that I were ſo rich, that I had 
but ſo much as ſuch a man | then ſhould I be happy : but rather delire God, 
that he will bleſs and (anRike unto thee what then haſt, that he may have 
glory, thy ſelt aud others good by the ſame : or elle God may give thee thy 
deſire, yea, more than thy heart can wiſh, as the Pſalmiſiſpeakes of the wick- 
ed, Pſal.7 3. 7, 9. but it ſhall be to thy grief and forrew ; as it was ſaid 
to Neroes Mother about her ſons being Emperour : or as Bacchus granted the 
requeſt of Midas, whole deſire was, that whatſoever he touched might in- 
ſtantly be converted into gold; which was little to his comfort , when even 
his bregd,winezthe feathers of his bed, his ſhirt, garments, and every thing elſe 
turned into that hard mettal, as Fulgenziza delivers it ; he had his deſire, but 
ſo, as he would gladly now haveumpray'd his prayers, Alaſs, how often 
does riches, without Gods bleſſing upon them, prove or become the owners 
raine? Many a young Heir bith a great and fer eſtate left him, and is cryed up 
as happy, but it proves fo hhn within a while, even like the Ark to the Phi- 
lijtines , which did they m- t than good, and ſo fares It with all that 
forget God, and are unthMktbi-ro him for what they have. Neither is this 


all: Fer, 
CHAP. V. 


Hirdly, there are abundance of men that Gd death not onely with- 
draw his bleſſing from them, but ſends hls curſe with the riches he 
be ſtowes. 

As ſuppoſe a man growes never ſo rich by indirect mea nes, as ſome care 
not how , but what and how much they get 3 for to get one ſcrupleof gold, 
they will make no ſcruple of conſsreuce ; they care not ta make many poop 10 
make themſelves rich: for they have conſciences Hie a barn door, as loving 
money beiter than themſelves : yea, they care not, ſo they may get 
ſuvey if they looſe their ſouls. Now God not ſeldom fuffers ſuch to grow 
very rich, but together with thelr riches, they have the cutſe of God, whereby |} 
they become the worſe, and not the better, for them. 

There is an evill fickneſs, (ales Solomon , that I have ſeen under the ſun, 
to wis, niehe s reſerved io the owners thereof for their hurt, Eccleſ. 3. 13. To 
which accords that of the Propher Aalachy, If e will not hear it, nor conſider 
it in gour heart, 10 give glory to my names ſaith the Lord of boſts, I will 
even fend « eurſe 11pon you , and will curſe your bleſſings ; yea, I have curſed 
them already, becauſe ye do not conſider it in your hearts, Mal, „. 2. Their 
riches e benefits, wery curſes, even giſis given in wrath, as a M 
unto IA. I gave them a King in my wrath, ſaiih the Lord, Hoſea 1 341 ” * 
2 | > 2 ; A 4d 
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And(o of theix Pueites, He gave them their defire, bus he ſent leaeſſeirito 
their ſouler, Pſal. 106. 15, They dideat and were well filled , yet turned 
they not from their luſts ; but the fleſh was yet berween their teeth, before it 
was chewed, even the wrath of the Lord was hindled againſt the prople, and the 
Lord ſmote the people with an exceeding great plague, Numb. 11. 23. Pſal. 
78: 29, 39,31. And in another place, Let their table be a ſnare untorhem, 
and their proſperity their ruine, Pſal.69. 22. They had better have had no meat, 
then ſnch ſauce withall. 
The covetous Cormorant, and unthankſul wretch, deales with God, 28 
a dog does with his miſter, who devoureth by and by whatever he can catch, 
and gapeth continually after more: and it were a marvel , that God ſhould 
anſwer him with ſuch abundance, and as it were, be ſtill pouring water into 
that veſſel which already runs over, conſidering his monſtrous unthankful- 
neſs ; were it not to rot the hoops and chino, that ſo the whole cat may break 
in pieces, were there not poyſon mixt with it, I mean Gods ſecret curſe, as I 
ſhall ſuddenly ſnew. 
We well know, that a Ship maybe ſoleden, as that her very freight may 
be the cauſe of her fing. Demonic having betrayed Epheſus (here 
all her friends and kindred were) to Byewnas of Scuona for the love of gain, 
was brought to a great heap of gold, and loaded ſo heavy therewith, that 
ſhe dyed under the burthen, Farpeia for the deſire ſhe had of all the gold 
bracelets which the Sabine wore about their leſt armes, when they went ro 
ge Room, ſold the Fort or Caftle ot the City (wherein there was a great 
rriſon , of which her Father Tarpeine wis Captain ) to the Sabines ; and 
asking for reward of her treaſon, Fatius the Sabizes General, according to 
his promiſe , when the had opened them 2 gate in the night and let them in, 
commanded his whole Army to do as he did, who taking the braceles which 
himſelf wore on his left arm, and his tag et, did hang them about her neck, 
and ſo all the reſt , untill ſhe being bowed down tothe ground with the 
weight of chem, was preſſed to death under the burtken. And much after 
this manner does Gai deal withunmerciful miſers, and all wicked and un- 
grateful men. As ſee the ſad condition of a man, to whom Gd gives 
riches in wrath ; it is ſo well worth your knowledge and obſervation, that 
D avid was very inquiſitive with the Lord about it, Pſal. 73. 3. to 13. and 
likewiſe the Proper Feremy, chap: 12. Rightrows art thou, O Lord, when 
I ſpeak with thee, yet let me talk with ther of thy judgenients ; where fore doth 
the way of the wicked proſper ? wherefore are all they bappy that deal ver 
rreacherouſly ? Thou haſt planted them, yea, they have raken root, they grow, 
yea, they bring forth fruit ;- thou art ner intheir ntouth, and far from their 
reines, ver. 1, 2, 3. Yea, it is admirable to conſider, how the tabernitler 
of robbers do proſper, how ſecure theyare that provoke God, and hom abundantly 
God giveth into their hands, Job 12. 6, They increaſcinrichrs, war fat and 
ſhine, Jerem. 5. 28, They are not in trouble as other men, neither aye they 
plagued like other men their eyes ſtand our with fatneſs , 1hty have wore 
than heart car wiſh, yea, there are uo bands in their death, Pſalm 931 und 
many the like places: But hear all, and ye will never envy their Prog g 
r 
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relther will your teeth water after their dainties: as what is ever the 
concluſion ? their ſelici and happineſs is no ſooner mentioned, but it fal- 
lowes : And thou diddeſt ſet them iu (li places, thou caſtedſt them down 
into deſtrulfion , they are brought into deſolation , in a moment they are utterly 
2 ry ava Plalm 73. 18. tothe 24. verſe, Pull ihem our like 

ep fer ughter , and prepare than for the day o hrer, Ierem. 12. 
3. They jpend their dayes in wealih, nf yr Aud pr np Bore 
Job 21. 3. Becauſe they babe no changes,thereſore they fear not God, Plal. 
55-19. But no greater judgement, then thus to be free from judgements. 


- Ephraim is joyned io Idols, let him alone, [aith God, Hoſea 4. 17. And the 


like: I will notviſis your danghters when they are barlots , nor your Spouſes 
when they are whores, ver. 1 4. and hereupon all they do is well. 


But think it not an argument of God: fayour er diſpenſation , that thou 


and thouſands more do proſper in their wickedneſs, that ſome eminent 
judgement is not — ſpeedily upon them, while they are contriving 
their deep and diveliſh plots : For though proſperous wickedneſſe is one ot 
the devils ſtrongeſt chaines , yet there cannot be a greater unhappineſs , an 
heavier curſe, thanto proſper in ill deſigus and ungracious courſes. Such 


2 mans preſervation is but a reſeruation, a8 it fared with Sodom and ber 


ſiſters, which were preſerved from the ſlaughter of the four Kings, that God 
might rain down hell from heaven upon them. And Sennacherib, who 
eſcaped the ftroak of the deſtroying Angell, chat he mig ht fall by the ſword of 
his own Sons, Iſai. 37. 37, 38. 

Wicked men are not wiſe h to coſinder, that uſually Gd doth moſt 
afflift thoſe whom he beſt affefeth ; dealing with his children, as the good 


ban band deales with his trees, thoſe in the garden he is eyer and anon ing | 
moſs 


witk them, either lopping off the ſuperfluous branches, or ſcraping off the 


or paring of the root, or digging and dunging about them, ſo uling all good 


meanes to make them fruit ſull; whereas he lets them alone which grow in 


the hedge-row or ſorreſt, till at the length he comes with his Axe and cuts 
them down for the fire, Fatted ware, you know, is but fitted for the ſnam- 
bles. God puts money indeed into theſe earthen boxes, that have onely one 
chinł to let in but none to let out, with purpoſe to break them when they 
are full. What was Hamam the better for all he had, when the King“ 
trowned upon him? or the happier for being lift up the Ladder, when he was 
to come down again wich 4 And for ought thou knowelt , this very 

thy gold, th life, and thy ſoul too. And there-- 


night thou mayelt looſe both 
fore what ever thou makeſt cheiſe of, let me rather beg with innocent 
Lad crus, then abound with unjait 4bab , or utmerciful Dives, ( 
_ my turn be ſoon over, Whilſt theirs iste come and continue ever- 
aſtingly. . 


ut my purpoſe is not ſo. much to ſhew yon, what will be the end of un- 


merciful 22d ungrateful men, as how their riches proves a curſe to them 
here. T hat they had better be without their wealth, than that God ſhouid 


gi e it ithem upon ſuck termes 33 he does , I ſhall demonſtra: e in theſe ten 
partigulars, I pray mind them, L Fa 3: f 
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CHAP VI. | | 

Irſt , How many are there, that by an intolerable care, and pain, and 

greif, and ſting of conſcience, and loſſc of credit, and undergoing many 
perils, get great eſtates, and when they have obtained all that heart can wiſh, 
by a juſt judgement of God, they have not power te partake of hat they 
have, or be a farthing the better for all. As obſerve but what wiſe Solomon 
peaks E ecleſ. 6. There & an cvill which I have ſeen under the ſun, and it i 
common among men; 4 man to whom God bath given riches, wealth, and honour, 


ſo that he wauteth nothing for his ſonl of all that he defereth ; yet God giveth 
him not power to cat thereof, ver. 1, 2. And again, There is one alone, and 


- there is not 4 ſecond, yea, he hath neither child nor brother. yet ks there no end of 


all bis labour, neither is his cye [atigfied with richer, neither ſaith he. for whom 
do T labour and bere æve my ſoul of good : this ts alſs vanity, yea, this # a ſore 
travell, Eccleſ. 4. 8 

Lea, how many ſuch could 1 nominate, that are baſer by being wealshrer, 
that are no other than rich beggers , or beggers in the midft of their riches 
(as Cain vas a vagabond upon hls own land) upon whoſe eſtates there is 
ler a ſpell, inſomuch that their wealth (ayes to them in «fie, rauch not, taſt 
nos, handle not. | 

Ir is the miſers curſe, want in the midſt of abundance, kunger in the midſt 
of plenty, he freeves by the fires fide , and is like an unhappy boy char hath a 
great truſſe cf poiuts to play wiih, and but ore «2 h brecehes to tye them toge- 
ther, or rather he reſembies a deg in 4 wheel, that toyles all day to roſt meat 
for others eating, as the wiſe man ie WS, Ecclef, 6. 1. 2. 

The coverous Miler covers without end, but all ronoend ; he onely feeds 
li eyes with that which ſheuld feed his belly, and cloth his back. Like him 
that Horace tells of in Room, called Ontdc, who was ſotich, that he mi ght 
mcaſure his gold by the buthell, and yet went almoſt ſtark naked, aud never 
weuld fill himſelf half full of meat. They are like Tatalus, who ſtands 
up to the chin in water, and hath all kinds of fruits hanging over his head, 
but is not ſuſtered to taſt of the one, nor drink of the other: Or like an 


tAſſe, that is [aden with geld, or dainty cates, but feeds upon thiſtles: Or like 


the Indians, who though they have all the gold amongſt chem, yet ate the 
moſt beggerly and naked people alive. 

For as if they were luch fooles, as not to know that their money ill buy 
them all neceſlaries of meat, drink, apparel, and the like, they ſcarce wear a 
good garment, or eat a liberal meal, or take a quiet ſleep, but are ever to- 
menting themſelves to get that, for getting whereof they ſhall be tormentece 


Like a true Chymiſt, he turnes every thing iuto gold, both what he ſhould cat, 


and what he Hould wear. He is like 4 wax rob d, hurt and bound, who though 

he hath meanes to relieve himſelf, yet hath nor liberty 
= 1 

ICzCiVed. | | 

As a proud mat is ignorant in the midft of his knowledge , ſo is the couctons 

mu poor, and necdy, inthe midſt of his wealth: Nea. a poor beggar is in better 


eſt ate than a rich miſer, for whereas the pgor Hegg Wants may t hingt, tht 


dich mifer warts curry thing. | 
| | Gr 


ty to go Where he may be 
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Crates threw his money into the Sea, reſolving to drown it, leaſt it ſhould 
drown him. The drunkard caſts his mony into a deluge of drink, both 
drowning it and himſelf with it? wherein the Miſer and the Rioter are o 
pokites , the ont ſo loves money, that he will not afford himſelf good drink, 
the other ſo loves good drink,that he ſcores money. But in ſeveral reſpects, 
the Miſers caſe is worſe than the Predigals , tor the prodigall ſhall have no- 
hs hereaſter, but the covetous man bath nothing here, nor (hall here- 
after. ä 
Riches, ſaich Seneca, are the wiſe mans ſervant, but the feoles maſier: and 
the miſer makes himſelf a ſlave to his ſervant. Riches are good when the 
party that poſſeſſeth them can tell how to uſe them; but as inſtruments are 
of no uſe unto them that are ignorant of muſick, ſo are riches of no ule ts 
the covetous. So that in my judgement, that rich faol inthe Goſpel was far 


' wiſer than theſe blocks, for he having atta ined his purpoſe, got a great eſtate, 


could after all afford himſelf the comfort of it, for theſe are his words to 
himſelf, Thou haſt much goods laid up for many geares, live at eaſe , cat, 
drink and take thy paſtime, Luke 12. 19. 

Nay, toabound with all things, and to be never the bettet for them, not 


* to partake of them, what ſoo] or mad man hath been knen ſo ſenſeleſs? yea, 


not to flatter his pretended prudence, no beaſt will flarve in 4 fat paſture; if 
then a man ſhall pinch his guts when God hath aftorced him affluence; the 
Aſſe is not ſo very au Aſſe as he. Nor do I know any beaſt like him, ſave 
Pharaohs ſeven lean and evill favoured kine, and to them he is very like ; For 
when kis large and greedy conſcience hath devcured or eaten up many Cu- 
ftomers or Clients eſtates, as they did the ſever far and well favoured hine, 
yet it cannot be known by any reall amendment, that ke hath eaten them, 
but in his food, raiment, ſatistaction of his mind, &c. be is as ill favoured 
as at the beginning. He doth not more lock up his goods from the t heif 
than from himſelſ: So that I cannot more fitly compare him to any thing,than 
to an Idoll, for as an Idoll hath eyes but fees not, ſo he hath a reaſonable ſoul, 
but underſtands nat And mot juſt it is, that he who is unjuff to all oibers, 
ſhould be moſt unjaft to himſelf. And as a covetous man is good to no bo- 
dy, ſo he is worſt ot all to himſelf, 

Ic is the depth of miſery to fall under the curſe of Cham, a ſervant of ſervants, 
divith ſervi, maxime ſervi, ne thraldom tothe inward and outward bon- 
dage too. So that if there be any creature miſerable, it is the miſerable 
milerly muck-worm ; and yet he is leaft to be pitied, becauſe he makes him 
telfthus miſerable. | 

Now this may move wonder to aſtoniſhment ! that they ſhould take ſuch 
care and paines, and caſt awaytheir ſoules to heap up riches, and when they 
have done, to he never a penny the better fer them. Yea, what can any wiſe 
man think of them, are they not fark mad ? are they not fooles in felio ? 
What, take ſo much care and paines, indure ſo much greif, (ting of canſci 
ence, loſſe of credit, deprive themſelves of heaven, dami ibeir own foiles, 
to get wenlth, and when they have got it, not to be the better for it: vc 
Ke elle (tiaßeg zug conrerced than betore 4 mean ier aged du 


Sr 


mean men; and could this poſſible be ſo, if God did not give them their riches 
In wrach ? nor would he otherwiſe deny them the uſe of their own ; tor the 
wiſe man hath given it as a rule, That 10 whom God bath giveuricher as a 
bleſſing, he alſo giveth him 10 eat, and drink, end 10 take pleaſure, and delight his 
ſoul with the profit of big labours , wherein be travelleih under the fun : for 
which fee Ecceſ. 2. 34. and 3.12, 13. and 53. 17, 18, 19. and 8. 15. And 
fo you have one particular to prove what I promiſed, But 


CHAP. VII. 


Chon * this is added as another judgement, let the ingrateful mer- 
Jcile(s miſer have never ſo much, he is never the more, but the leſſe contented: 
As how many have mighty eſtates, rheir houſes ful, their ſhops and ware- 
houſes full, their coffers full, their purſes full, and their paſtures full, and yet 
as if \their hearts were bottenaleſſe, that is, Rillaslank and empty through an 
exceſſive deſite of more, as if they did indeed want all things. The Cor- 
_ deferes are rather ſharpened by injoying , and augmented by poſſe(- 
on. 
| For wiſhing ſtill, his wiſhes never ceaſe, 
But as his wealth, bis wiſhes ſtill increaſe. 

To ſhie that covetous men beiong to hell after they dye, they are like hell 
while they loc : Hell is never filled, and they are never ſatisfied, covetous men 
drink brine,which increaſeth _ rather than,quenches it. And though the 
devil \hould ſay to them as he ſaid to ou Saviour, touching the whole world, 
and glory thereof, all theſe will I give thee, (though he needs not offer 
them all, for they will ſerve him for leſs) yer all would not content them, no 
more than heaven it ſelf contented Luci ſer: For as the rich glutton in hell 
deſired a drop of water, and yet ariver would not have ſatisfied him; for if 
bis delire had been granted inthe firſt , he would have required more, and 
then moreto that, never ceaſing to ask,never having enough, nor being the 
bettet when he had it: ſo it fares with the coverous man, his abundance 
no more quencheth his Luft, than fuell does the flame. For as ole kindleth. 
zhe fire, which it ſeemes to quench, Io riches come as though they would 
make him contented , but they make kim more coverous.. And Is not this 
thy very caſe that art covetous? Ne man more happy, in reſpe ct of out- 
ward things, then thy ſelf, couldeſt thou but ſee it; thou haſt all things that 
heirt can Wiſh, and ſhouldeſt thou but come to want what thou now injoyeit, 
and thinkeſt not worth thanksz when it were palt thou wouldeſt ſay, thou 
waſt moſt happy, and aſter a little miſſe, wiſh with all thine he irt, thou had- 
elt the (ame ag iin: yea, a world for ſuch a condition and content withall. 
Onely the deu { by Gods juſt permiflion ) bewirches thee to think, that 
thou hiſt not enough, when 2 much, and more than thou needeſt, 
or knoweſt what to do withall. 2 IR \ 

Nor is ie poſſible for a worldling to be contented ; for whereas natural 
defiresare ſoon ſatisfied , thoſe that are unnaturall are infiuite. Hunger is 
ſoon apeaſed with meat, and thirſt allayed with drink : but in burning Fea - 

rs, 40 plus ſunt potæ plus ſit untur aqua , they ſtill love, are feria 
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ſeentie; never amore tomplacentte. | 1fcovetons, or amnbitious men ever 


feel content in cheſe tranſitory thlags, it is ab orherwiſe then as iti hne 


ſoars do in clawing and ſcratching fingers: And indeed how ſhould in- 
rare defires be ſatisfied with increafe,according as they are te- 
pleniſned, when theſe appetites are hot capable of ſatiety? 

Men in this caſe, are like poyſoned Rats , Which when they have 
rafted of their bare, cannot reſt untill they drink; and then can much 
leſs reſt till they drink again, ſwell and burſt» - Covetouſneſs is like the 
diſeaſe called the Woolf , which is alwayes eating, and yet keeps the 
body lean. A moderate water makes the Mill goe merrily, but too much 
will nor ſuffer it to go at all. | | 

Secondly, another reaſon is, Nothing can fill the heart of man, but 

he that made it: The heart ſhall be ſatished with gold, when the body 
ſhall be contented with winde. The whole world is circular, the heart 
of man is triangular; and we know a circle cannorfill a triangle. Yea 
if it be not filled with the three perſons in Trinity, it will be filed with 
the world, the fleſh,and the devil. The heart is the ſear ot receptacle 
of ſpiritual things; and the things of the world are corpora! and carnal: 
Now carnal and corporal things , can no more fill our hearts, then 
ſpiritual things can fill our e Viſible light will not cleer the inviſt- 
ble underftanding ; nor will corporal food feed the ſoul. Bleſſed are they, 
ſayes our Saviour, who thirſt after righteouſneſs, - they ſhall be ſatisfied, 
Mar. 3. 6. not they that thirſt after riehes, or honor, or pleaſure; for 
inſtead of being ſatisfied, they thirſt more. Yea thele Mammoniſts are 
ſo infinite in defrring, that could ſucht a one fwallow the whole earth that 
ſwallows all, and will ſwallow him ere long, it might choak him, 
bur nor ſatisfie him, as abundance of examplesthat I could give you,fut- 
hciently prove : namely Alexander, and Craſſus, and Licinius, and 
Marcus Craſſus, and Ahab, and Haman$:c. But, 


CHAP. vIII. 


122 to this is added as a further judgement, that as the more 
he hath the more he coveteth, ſo the neerer he is to his journeys 
end, the more proviſion he makes for it. Other vices are weakn 
with age and continuance, onely covetouſneſt ( and that odions fin of 
drunkenneſs) grows ſtronger. As the coverous wretchincreaſerh in 
yeers, ſo he increaſeth in covetouſneſs. What Pline writes 'of the 
Crocodile, is fitly appliable ro the miſerly muckworm : other creatures 
grow up to their height, and then decay and dye, onely the Crocs- 
dile grows to her laſt day. The aged worldling , though he have one 
foot in the grave, yet his appetice to, and of gain, are but new 
born. Yea, though he hath out-lived all the teeth in his gums, the 
hairs of his head, the ſight of his eyes, the taſt of his palate ; have he 
never fo much, yet he hath not enough, and therefore would live to 
det more, and covets,a5 i he had 4 thouſand generatins ro provide 75 
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18 . How 0 became Wealthy and Happy. 
He ſo liver, as if he were never 30 dye; and ſo dyes, as if he were never 
ro tive again. He fears all things, like a nurt ai man, fayes Seneca, bur 
he deſires all things, as if he were immortal. Had it not been for ſn, 
death had never entered into the. world: and were it not for death, ſin 
(eſpecially the Miſers fin). would never go out of the world. Luſt is 
commonly rhe diſcaſe of youth, ambition of middle age, covetouſneſs of 
old age: And Plautus maketh it a wonder to fee an old man benefi- 
ent. But what faith By, covetouſneſs in old men is moſt mon- 
Nrous : for hat can be more fooliſh and ridiculous, then to provide 
more mony and viduals for our journey, when we are; almoſt at our 
journyes end ? ' iy 
* Wherefore remember thou, O old man, yea O remember! that your 
Springis paſt, your Summer over-paſt, and you are arrived at the fall of 
Thc leaf; yea winter colours have already ſtained your head with gray 
and hoary Pairs, Remember alſo, that if God in juſtice did nor = 
yen, and the Prince of darkneſs did not blinde you, and your own heart 
did not grofly deceive you; you could not poiſible be fo ſenceleſs as you 
are in thefe three laſt mentioned miſeries. 
Thus three of the covetous mans woes are paſt, but behold more 
are coming; for God inflifts more plagues upon him, then ever he 
did upon Pharaoh. Vie acquaint you only with ſercnmuore. 


CHAP. IX. 


— his thoughts are ſo taken up with what he wants (or ra- 
ther deſires, for he wants nothing but wit, and a good heart) 
that he not once mindes or cares for what he hath, as you may ſee in 
Abab, 1Kings 21.4. and Haman, Heſter 5. 13. and Micha, Judges 18.24. 

What the covetons man hath, he ſees not; his eyes are ſo taken up 
with what he wants; yea the very deſire of what he cannot get tor- 
ments him, and it is an heart-breaking to him, not to add every day 
ſomewhat to his eſtate: beſides, not to improve it ſo many hundreds e- 


very yeer, will diſparage his wiſdom more to the world, then any 


thin elſe he can do, as I have heard ſuch an one allege, when I have 

old him my thoughts, about perplexing himſelf. 

Bur ſee the difference between him, and one that hath either wit or 
ce: whoſe manner it is, e ven in caſe of the greateſt loſſes, to look 


both to what he bath loft, and to what he hath left; and inſtead of re- 
pining, to be thankful that he hath loſt no more, having ſo much leſt 


1 


— — > 


that he might have been deprived of. But fottiſh ſenſual iſts have a 
duller feeling of many good turns , then of one ill they have not fo | 


ſenſible a feeling of their whole bodyes health, as they have of their 


fingers aking ; nor are they fo thankful for twenty yeers jollity, as diſ- 


— far one dayes miſery. Whereas an humble and good man, will 
matter of thank fulneſs there, where the proud and ingr finde 
netter of nyromring, And ſo much of the ipurth e 
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CHAP. X. 


Ifdy, the Devil, hy Gods juſt permiſſiop, prevails by his tempt ations 

yy een that che fo e et is the ſweeteſt of all 
u he did our firſt parents. ——— other content himʒ each 
ching Fach him better that is notyhis own. And as Public oh- 
ſeryes, other mens gopds are far more by him. 

Plines Woolf is a true emblem of this gyaritious beaſt : whoſe na- 
ture it is when he is eating his prey, though never ſo hungry, if he 
ſoes beail feeding, to ſorſake that which he is about, to take 
thei from the other. — eh Wolf, who could not con- 

elf with his o igjayed a whole kjngdom., bur he 
cl 2 Naboths inheritance from ay bran — is expreſs, 
wy 2 thy 8 fhalt not covet thy —__ 
Tp les nbing that is thy neighbors, Exod. 
17. Adel hart D ee more rob 9 che gr 
of 2 wicked mans ; tawhom ftoln waters are moft ſweet, and 


aha the legſant, ren g. 1g. Fog one fo mſatiabſy covers after 4+ 
12 feng: — 1 — He — Ano- 
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ther ſoloves his ne chat. he even loaths and contemnes 
his own. . Thy neighbar Sage i thees Fo him. thines faireſt , ayes the 
Feet. Hence hath h 40 curled iſſued from one too great ta 
name, That he wins ara ife any — 75 af ME were nog 
hs r ice ab ge al 
ll things--: "Oh that wad 
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rep raviſht alwayes with her Pub then deprive themſelves 
3 5 happincls by inbracing zhe boſom o e amd covering 
ich is anothers, rev. 5. f. ta a thou wouldſt be con 
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| troubleſome, for they never fufſerad men to 
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CHAP. XI. JISC; 
Ixthly, another ſore judgement which God inflicts upon the mer- 
cileſs mne orm, for his monſtrous unthankfulneſs, is, he injoyes 
not 4 merty day, no not a pleaſant hour in ſeven yeers, ye if you 
obſerve it, he r les Agelauftus, Grandfather to Craſm; who ne- 
ver laughed in all his life, av once when he ſaw 4 mare eating. of 
thifties: or rather Anaragum Claxoemm, who was never ſeen to 
langh or {mile from the day of his birth. Joyes never fo 1 as 
look in at the door of his heart; worldly delights to him, are but like 
delicate meates to him that Hath Yoſt his taſt. a | 
But O the cares, fears, atxitties, ſighs, ſorrows;ſuſpitions,ſad thoughts, 
725 5 deſi res, the horrors, troubles, tortures, tor ments, vexations, diſtra. 

ons, griefs, girdes , gripes, grudgings, repmings, doubts, dolore, deſ pers 
tion, chat are the ordinary companions of the covetous. flow is he 
hurcied with deſires to get, diſtracted with getting, vexed for What he 
cannot get, tortured for what he loſetn, ot another gaineth; troubled 
with fear of loſing what he hath already gained? yea his labor to 55. 
ther riches is reſtleſs, his cate to keep them boundleſs , his ſorrow if 
— to loſe them endleſs, and his fear jeſt he ſhould hereafter Jack 
cureleſi. eil 1 + 
Ol all plagues ſent iuto Eyypr,/ chat of rhe lies was one of the moſt 
ret, for the more they were 
beaten off, the more they camb upon them: ſo of all miſcries and vex- 
arions that God layes el wording this is nor the leaſt, to be con 


tinually vexed and tormented with cares, which they neither can 
(nor indeed would_) beat off By any means they are able to deviſc; 

they ruſhin upon them in the ming ſo ſoon as they 2 
1 


| ny chem in the day,” forfake them not at night, they follow th 
do bed, and will not ſuffer then to lee: their chonghrs will not 
mit them to ſleep, nor their ſleep permit chem to reſt: They aff 
them in their dreams, as gi ting them no quiet either by day, ot night, as 
God threatneth to wick r Fe Tconfd 
give you a large bill of par % but fear of cloying is al 
n wherefore4 — 5 ; —_— 
not break ſo many ſleeps for-proviſion'the, nexr day, as 
for increaſe. His 4 — are as troubleſome and 

his * * the dayes of 
xeſs, then where is moſt purpoſe of wickednęſß: ſee Micha 2+ 1. Luk. 
36.8. Tal 36.4. Ecclef. 5.12. Twas Chilons ſentence, Miſery and Vfury 
9 was #4 11 was. AR to ora fre es 
If his plot be croſſed, and his hand cannot act that Wieden by 
day, which his head hath deviſed by nigit; he is taken with: a fit 
of melancholy, ſick of the ſullens, as was Ahab. He thinks ir a death, 
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Sat he cannot be ſuffered to dye 3/it is a hell to him, that the yr ab 
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bel are ſbut againſt him. 
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. Hevingingroſſed « commogity, if he cannot have In expefed price for 
it, or prevail not in his ſute, or cannot recover wilt he expected, or 
if cas breaks wn his Gels, or if he hear of a Taxe, or ſome un- 
avoidable payment, and an hundred the like, every of them adds 
to the care and grief of his heart, which was ready to burſt with care 
and grief before; for he had rather be damned, then damnified; and 
in caſe he cannot have his will of another, he will be revenged of 
himſelf, ke Nanplixs King of Zuboea,who when he could not revenge 
his ſons death Dh es, caſt himſelf into the Sea. Yeaincaſe he 
ſuſtain any great loſs,, he is ready to make himſelf away: as Meni 
pus of Phenicia did, who having loſt his goods, ſtrangled himſe 
Or like Dinarcus Phidon , who at a certain loſs, cut his own throat, 
to ſave the charge of a cord. At leaſt he feels more ſorrow in loſing 
his mony, then ever he found pleaſure in getting it : nor will any con- 
dition content him; for the lightneſs of bu purſe, gives him an heavy 
heart, which yet filled, doch fill him with more care. His medicin is 
his malady. _ Theſe rich men, are no leſs troubled with that they 
poſſeſs ( leſt they ſhould loſe it) then poor men are for that they 
want. In the day time, he dares not go abroad for fear of robbing; 
nor ſtay at home for fear of killing. His thoughts are ſo troubled with 
fear of thieves, that he cannot, that he dares not ſleep : yea he ſears a 
thief worſe then the devil, therefore will he be beholding to the devil 
for a ſpell to ſave him from the thief ; which once obtained, a little 
Opium may rock his cares aſleep, and help him to a golden dream; for 
all his minde and heart is to get mony; if waking,he talks of nothing 
bur earth, if , » he dreams of it. Laſtly, as if all his delight 
were to vex hi » he pines himſelf away with diſtruſtſul fear of 
want, and projecting how he ſhall live hereafter,and when he is old: re- 
ſembling Ventidius the Poet, who would not be perſwaded but he ſhould 
dye abegger. And Apicius the Romane, who when he caſt up his ac- 
counts, and found bur an hundered thouſand crowns left , murthered 
himſelf for fear he ſhould be famiſbed to death. 


j CHAP. XII. 


venthly, To the former miſeries which a cruel Niſcr is juſtly pla- 
gued withall, this may be added; the dolefulneſs of his conſcience 

for the fin of oppreſſion lyes upon the ſoul os beavy as lead; yea as the 
ſhaddow does ever follow the body, ſo fear and deſperation in all places, 
and at all times, do wait upon an evil conſcience. Sin armes à man 
againſt himſclf,8 our peace ever ends with our innocency. A _ rean 

t a pair of ſhoos upon truſt,the Shoomaber dyes, he is 

gained, but a while after his conſcience twirches him and becomes 

a continual chider; he hereupon repairs to the houſe of the dead,caſts 
in his money with theſe words, There take thy due, thou to me, 
though dead to all beſide. Micha ſtole from his mother eleven 
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ebels of filver,burQis complaining con ſaente made Himto'aceuſe im- 
BE and reftore ir again, Judg. 7. 1 vods lye upon the conſtience, 
as raw meat a ſick ſtamach, which will never let a man be well, or 
at eaſe, until] he hath caſt it up again by rettitution. 3 

Means ill gotten, is to the getter, as the angelt book was to Saine John, 
When he eat it, it was in bis mouth as ſweet as hony , but when he had 
eaten it, it became in his ſtomach as bitter as gall, Rev. 10.10. The which 
is notably iltuſtrared Job 20. 12. to 20. which together with the 
whole Chapter, is marvellous good for cruel. and ymnmerciful men to 
read ; for I may not ſtand here to repeat jt. Sweetneſs is promiſed in 
— of deceit, but men finde it as gravel, craſbing between their 
teeth. 

Nor will his troubled conſcience ſuffer him to ſteal a ſound ſleep : 
yea he ſleeps as unquietly, as if his pillow were ftuft with Lawyers 
per»bnrves. 20 | 
I may give ye a hint of theſe things from the word, but onely God 
and he can tell, how the remembrance of his forepaſt cozenages and 
oppreſſion, occaſions his uilty conſeience many ſecret wrings and 

inches, and gives his heart many a ſore laſh, to increaſe the fear and 

ror of his fout every time he calls the ſame ro remembrance, which 
is not ſeldom : As, O poor wretches ! what do they indure ? how are 
they immerged in the horrorsof a vulned conſcience? there is more eaſe 
in aneft of Hornets, then under the ſting of ſuch a tormenting conſcience. 
He that hath this plague, is like « man in debt, who ſuſpecteth that e · 
— buſh he ſees, is a Sergant Dug and carry bim away to pri ſen. It was 
Gods curſe upon Cain, hen he had ſlain his brother Abel, to ſuſpect and 
fear, that every one be met would kill him : yea it makes him ſo afraid 
of every thing, that a very Maulking frights him, and it is much, that 
he dares truſt his Barber to ſbave him. Dionyſius was ſo troubled with 
fear and horror of conſcience, that not daring to truſt his beſt friends 
with a razor,he uſed rofindge bis beard with burning coals, as Cicero re- 
cords. He is much like a Male fadbor in priſon , who though he fare 
well, yet is tormented with the thought of enſuing judgement, Iris 
= hand-writing on the wall, that prints bloody characters in Beſſaxx at 

eart.* A * 4- 57 48 * 0 | : p 
So that if any ſhould deem a man the better, or happier, for being the 
richer, he is very ſhallow ; as many looking on the outer face of things, 
or ſee hut the one ſide (as they uſed to paint Ant igonus, that they might 
conceal his deformiry on the other ſide) ſet not they ſmart in ſe- 
cret, how their conſciences gripe them: Nor does any one know, 
how the ſhoo wrings the foot, but he that wears the fame. - * 

Or admit the beſt that can come, as ſuppoſe they can ft —_— 
mouth for a time, or with the muſick, of their mony play it 40 the 
preſent; yet when they lye upon their death- beds, it will ſting them to 
the quick. For when death beſtegerh the body, Satan will not fail to be- 
teagure the ſoul; yea then he will be ſure to lay ou load; for as all cor- 
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Mow to become Wealthy and Happy, 23 
rupt humers, run to the diſeaſed and bruiſed part of the body ; ſo when 
conſcience is once awakened, all former ſins , and preſent croſſes joyn 
together to make the Eruiſe or fore more painful. As every Creditor 
ſalls upon the poor man, hen he is once areſted. Or let it be gran- 
ted that his con cience never troubles him on his ſich bed, and that he 
have no bonds in bis death, as the Fſalmiſt ſpeaks Pſal. 73. ---- but de- 

like a Lamb, which is not onely poſſible but probable ; for more 
by many thoulands go to hell like Naball, then like Judas; more dye 
like ſots in ſerurity, then in deſpair of conſcience : yet all this is no- 
thing, for the ſting of conſcience here, though it be intollerable, is but 
a flea-biting to that he ſhall endure hereafter,where the worm of conſci 
ence dyeth not, and where the fire never geth out. 

This is part of ſins wages, and Satans reward: We have ſinned, there fort 
gur hearts are heauy, Iſa. 59. 11, 12. Ihe ſorrows of them that offer to another 
Ged ¶ as do the covetous) ſhall be multiplyed,ſays holy David, Pſal. 16.4. 
Yea Seneca an heathen could fay , that an evil life cauſeth an unquiet 
minde; fo that Satens government, is rather a bondage then a go- 
vernment, unto which Chriſt giverh up thoſe that ſhake off higown. |. 

What his government is, you may partly gueſs at by the ſervile 
veries he puts his ſubjects upon. As O the many hard ſeruices whi 
Satan puts his ſervants upon, and what a bad Maſter is he: when we 
read that Origen at his onely appointment, made himſelf an Eunuch. 
Democritus put out his own eyes, Crates caſt his money into the Sea, 
Thracits cut down all the Vines, whereas David did none of theſe; 
Abax made bis ſon to paſs. through the fire, Jephta ſacrificed bis onely 
daughter, as the text ſeems to import. Wicked men think they ds God 
good ſervice in putting bis children to death : but where do we finde any 
Religious 1/raclite, or ſervant of God, at ſuch coſt ? or when did God 
requice this of his ſervants? The Prophets and Apoſtles never whipt nor 
lanced themſelves, but Baals Prieftsdid this and more. Aud ſo of the 
Papiſts, thoſe hypocrites of late yeers, and the Phariſees of old. How 
many ſleepleſs nights, and reſtleſs dayes, and wretched ſhifts, treache- 
rous and bloody 12 and practiſes, does covetouſneſs and ambition 
coſt men? which the h and contented Chriſtian is unacquainted 
with. How does the covetous mans heart droop wish his Mammon 2 How 
does he turmoile and vex his ſpirit, torment his conſcience , and make 
himſelf a very map of miſery, and a ſink of. calamity ?' it is nothing 
ſo with Chriſts ſervants. ws 


CHAP. XIL 
[| Have much more to enlarge of the miſeries of unmerciful and in- 


e full Miſers, bur before I ſpeak of them, I will give you the 
ons and uſes of theſe already diſpatcht, wherein I will be as brief 


re 
as may be. 


Youſee that God may give men riches in wears end ſo 2 they * | 
4 - 2 


24 How to become Wealthy and Happy. 
be never the better for them, but the worſe. Now that you may not 
think it any Arange thing, obſerve the reaſons why, and how juſtly 
they arc ſo ſet ved. 95 * 

The firſt Reaſon is, the unmerciful Miſers monſtrous unthankful- 
neſs, for thoſe millions of mercies he hath received fromGod(of which 1 
ſhall give you an account in the ſecond part) this cauſes God either not at 
all to give him, or in giving him riches, to add this you have heard as a 
curſe withall. He js unthankful for what he hath, therefore have he 
never ſo much, it ſhall not be worth thanks. He is crnel to the poor, 
therefore he ſhall be as cruel ro himſelf. The poor ſhall have no comfort 
of what he hath, therefore himſelf ſhall have as litrle. . 

The covetous are cen Germans to the nine leapers, thankleſs per- 
ſons. They are ſo much for receiving, that they never mind what 
they have received. He deals with God, as a dog doth with his maſter, 
who as Auſtine obſerves , devoureth by and by whatever he can catch, nd 
gapeth continually for ore. Nor hath covetouſneſs any _ ſo proper 
to it, as to be ingrateſul. A greedy man is never but * 
unthankful ; tor unleſs he have all, he hath nothing. He muſt have 
His will, or God ſhall not have a good look from him; yea, as the Mill, 
Tf it go empty, makes an unpleaſant and 'odiows noiſe , ſo the covetous 
man, if the Lord does not ſatisfie his defires in every thing, he will 
moſt wickedly murmur and blaſpheme his providence and if ever he 
ſuſtaines loſſe, he will never forget ir. Ne writer benefits received in 
water, but what he accounts injuries in marble. And for this his 

reat ingratitude, God gives him riches , but withdraws his bleſſing. 
For as Jacob gave Ruben a bleſſing, but added, thou ſhalt not be excellent, 
Gen. 49.4. ſo God gives the worldling riches, but ſayes, thou ſhalt not 
be ſatisfied.” He that loveth ſilver, ſhall not be ſatisfied with ſiluer, 
Eccl. 5. 10. Yea no man more unſatisfied; for let him have what his 
heart can wiſh, he is not yet pleaſed, like the Iſraelites, who murmur· 
ed aſmuch when they had Mannah, as when they had nene. 
. Secondly; the mercileſs Miſer, ' never ſued or fought to Sd for his 
riches; neither does he acknowledge them as ſent of God, but aſ- 
eribes the increaſe of his means to his wit and indyftry. ' Nay he dares 
not pray the Lords prayer, ſorgiv? us our debts, as we forgive our debtors , 
leſt he call for a curſe upon himſelf: Nay if he be (as probably he is) 
an Ufaerer, then in reſpe& of other men, he hath no need to pray at 
all, for as one obſerves, ** 22 41 
Each man to heaven his hands for bleſſing reares ; 
Onely the Vs rer needs not ſay his prayers. © | 
Blow the winde Eaft or Weſt, plenty or dearth, 
© * Sickneſs or health, ſit on the face of earth, * © 
He cares not, timc will bring his money in. 
Each day augments his treafure,and his fin. | 

Or admit he ever calls upon God ; his prayer is that ſome one may 

dye, that he may have his office, or break his day, that the * 
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How to become Wealthy and Happy. | 25 
forfeiture may be obtained. His morning exerciſe being onely to peruſe 
— look over his baggs , and to worſhip them, a8 —— 
wor his grounds, defiring them to bring forth in abundance, 
and to his Catte l ſafe. N e 
And as touching hereafter , if he ſhall finde in his heart to pray, 
God will not hear him, Prov. 1. The ſacrifice of the wicked, is 2 
mina ion to the Lord, Prov. 41. 27. What hope hath the hypocrite ſaith Job, 
when he hath heaped up riches; will God hear his cry when trouble com- 
eth upon him? Job 29.8, 9. When you ſhall ftretch out your hands, ſaith 
God to ſuch , Iwill hide mine eyes from you, and though you make many 
prayers, I will not hear, Iſa. 1. 13. God will turn him off to his gold and 
ſilver for help, as he did Jehoram to the Prophets of his Father, and tie 
. Praphets of his Mother, 2Kings 3. 13. And it is but juſt and equal, thar 
thoſe which we have made the comfort and ſtay of our peace, ſhould 
be the relief and comfort of our extremity. If our proſperity hath 
.made the world our God: how worthily our death-bed be choaked 
with ſuch an exprobration ? | | 
If God doanfwer ſuch an ones prayers, it is as Archelaus anfwered 
the requeſt of a coverous Courtier, whobeing importuned by him for 
4 cup of gold, wherein he drank; gave is anto Euripides that ſtood 


by, ſaying, Thou art worthy to ask and be denied, but Euripides is . 


worthy of gifts, although he ask not. And indeed good men many 
times receive gifts from God, that they never dreamt of, nor durſt pre- 
ſume to begg, which others extreamly ſtrive after and go without. As 
it is feigned of Pan, that it was his good hap to finde out Ceres, as he 
was hunting, little thinking of ir, which none of the other gods could 
do, though they did nothing elſe but ſeek her, and that moſt induflri- 
ouſly: 

Now, if he neither prayes to God for what he would have, nor gives 
him thanks for what he gives, nor deſires a bleſſing upon what he recerves, 
viz. that he may be content, and ſatisfied therewith , How ſhould 
God beſtow this great bleffing of contentation upon him, and a true uſe 
of his riches ? 

Thirdly, he cares not for grace hut for gold, therefore God gives him 
gold without grace. He longs not after righteouſneſs,bat riches , there- 
fore he ſhall ncither be ſatisfied nor Meſſed 3 whereas both are their 
portion that thirſt after the former, Mat.$.6. He defires tiches with- 
out Gods bleſſing,he ſhall have it with a curſe; he loves gold more then 
God, and defares it rather then his — it or grace, therefore 
he ſhall have it and want the other. W if he did firſt ſeek the 
kingdom of heaven, all things elſe ſhould be added thereunto, Mat. 6.33.Bur 
this worldlings appetite not rowatds the things of a better liſe; 
he findes no taſt im-beavens treaſure 3 let him bur glut himſelf on the fil- 
thy garbage of i!l-gotten. goods, he cares nor for Manna. He ſings the 
ſong of Curio, vincat. utilitas, let gain prevail, he had rather be aſin- 
ner then a begger. The Apoſtle Saint Peter aid , ſilver and gold haue I 
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) us How to become Wealthy and Happy. 
were, Act. 3. 6. The devil ſays, all theſe are mine, Lak. 4.6. The Rich man, I 
heave much goods [aid up for many years, Luk, 12.19. Now ak the cove- 
rous muckworm , whether had you rather lack with thoſe Saints, or 
abound with the devil and the rich mas? his heart will auſwer, give 
ame money, which will do any thing, all things, Eccleſ. 10.19. 
Now if he prefers gold, before either God, grace, or glory , no mar- 
wail if God grant him his defires to his hurt, as he did a King and 
Quailes to the Iſraelites. 


X CHAP. XIIII. 


1 puts his cruſt in his riches, & not in God, loves & ſerves 
Sam more then Gogztherefore he ſhall have his comfort,s&: reward 
from them and not from God, Yea Satan ſhall have more ſervice of him 
ſor un exnce of gal, then God ſhall have for the Kingdom of heaven, be- 
cauſe he prefers n little baſe pelf before God and his own ſalvation. 
He loves God well, but his money better, for that is his ſummum bonum: 
yes he thinks him a fool that does otherwiſe. What part with a cer- 
Painty for an uncertainty ? if he can keep both , well and goed; if not, 
what ever betides he will keep his Mammon, his money, though he loſe 
&aimſelf;his ſoul - And yet the Lord gives far better things for nathing, 
then Satan will ſell us for our ſouls; had we the wit to confider it, as 
e may ſce, Iſa. 35 5. 1, 2. 
Again he loves Eis children better then the Lord, oppreſſing Gods 
children to inrich his own , for ſo his young ones · be warm in their 
neſt; let Chriſts members ſhake with cold, he cares not. He loves the 
Lord, as Laban loved Jacob, onely to get riches by him, or as Saul lo- 
ved Samuel, to get honor by him. He will walk with God, ſo long as 
vty, or the like does walk with him, but no longer; he will /zave 
ſervice rather then loſe by it. 

That the Mammniſt loves not God, is evident; for if any man love 
the world, the love of God is nat in him, 1 John 2. 15. yea the two poles 
ſhall ſooner meet, then the love of and the love of money. 
Nor isthis all, for he not one ly loves Mammon more then God, but 
he makes it his god, ſhrines it in his coffer , yea in his breaſt, and ſacri- 
Ficeth his heart ro itz he puts his cruſt, and placeth his confidence in bis 
riches, makes it his hope, attributing and aſcribing all his ſucceſſes 
chereunto, which is to deny God that is above, as we may plainly fee 

31-24,28. Nor ought covetous men to be admitted into Chriſtian 

ciety. We have a great charge to ſeparate from rhe covetous, Eat not 

with bim, ſayes the Apofile,. 1 Cor. 5.11. and alſo wiſe Solomon, Prov. 
a3. J. | » 

© Covetouſneſs is flat idelatry, which makes ir out of meaſure finful, 
and more hanious chen any other ſin, as appears, Col. 3. 5. Ephe. 5. 5. 
Fob 31. 24, 28. Jer. 1). 3. 1 Tim. 6. 9, 10. Fornication is a foul finz bur 
nothing to this, that pollutes the body, but coverouſnels defilerh = 
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the devil hig god; he cannot deny it. I wiſh men would well wai 
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and the like of othet ſms. Yea, it is ſuch a ſordid and demmable: 
ance to be named among Chriftions , but with de» 


Ic is x ſoungl Conciuſion in Divinity, That is our Cod, which we love 
beſt and eſteem moſt ; as gad the corernys mans god, and 
chear, the volupruous mans god, and honor the ambicious mans god: 
and. for theſe they will donne, then they will for Ged. Yea all, 
wicked men make the devii their tod; : far why does Saint Paul call 
the devilthe god of this world? but becauſe wotdly men do believe him, 
cruſt him, and obey him above God, — ſt God; and do love his 
wayes and commandments better then the wayes and laws of God. 

We all ſay that we ier ve the Lord, hut as che Pſalmift ſpeaks, othey: 
Lards rule ur, and not the Lord of heaven and enrth - The coveraus 
Mammoniſt does ĩnſatiahl y rhitft after riches, placing all his .: 
hopet, and delights thereon : does he not then make them his Gee? yen 
God ſayes, lothe, feed, harbor, The devil and — hy, whe, 
gather, extort, oppreſs, ſpoil; whether of theſe are our gods? but 
that are maſt obeyed? Know ye vot, ſaith, Saint Paul, that to | 
ever ye give your ſelves as ſervants to obey , his ſervants ye are to whom ye 
obey, Rom. 6. 16. the caſe is plain enoogh,that every wilful ſinner mas 


it. The goods of a worldling are his gods, Fe have tahen away my 
gods, ſays Micha, and what have I more to loſe, Jud. 18. 24. He makes 
olg of his coyn, as the ians did of their treaſure : They have tur- 
ned the truth of God into a lye, and worſhipped amd ſerved the creature, for- 
ſaking the Creator which is bleſſed for ever, Amen, Rom. 1. 25. 

The greedy Wolfe, Mole, or orm, who had rather be dam- 
ned then damnified, hath his Mamwmon in the place of God, loving ir 
with all his heart, with all his ſoul, with all his mmde, making gold his 
hope; ang ſaying ro the wedge.of gold, Thou art my confidence; and 
yet of all men alive, he is leaſt centented when he hath his hearts de- 
fire, yea more then he knows:whar to do withall ; the iſſue of a ſecret 
curſe. For in-outward appearance they are as y as the world can 
make them, they have large poſſeffions, goodly beautiful ſpouſes, 
hopeful children, full purſes ; yet their liſe is never the ſweerer, nor 
their hearts ever the lighrer, nor their meales the heartier , nor their 
nights the quieter, nor their cates the fewer ; yea none more full of 
complaints among men. Oh curſed Ciatifs, how does the devil 
bewiteh them ! - Generally, the poorer the merryer, becauſe heving 
food and raiment, they are therewith content, 1 Tim. 6.8, They obey the 
rule, Heb, 13,5. and God gives his bleiſmg. But for theſe that make 
gold their god, how ſhould not God either deny them riches, or 
deny his g upon them; and inſtrad thereof, blaſt his bleſfings 
with a curſe, and give them their riahes in wrath, ſo that they had bet · 
ter be without them. | 
If we put out traſt and confidence in God, he hath promiſed nos 

os welt; | - 


———— 


nor forſabe us, Neb. 13 5.c But this is the man tbar took not God fe 
2 fo but trufted vm rhe» mitiruds © of bis riches, land gut 


—— malice, 2 $2.7. Yea be ſai in bis bears God hack 
gone he bideth away his fate and will ne der ſer, Pal. 10. 27. He for 
certain truſt in uncertain riches, 1 Im. 5. 17. Andl not for want o 155 
norance , for to truſt to God, and not to any creature or 1 
is the greateſt ſafty. A ſeſſon yet to be learned of many, 


meaſure truſt in Cou (which this muckworme a | 


minds) But ſhall we truſt God with our jewels, our ſouls, —— 
the bow, Aar. 6. 30? Take we need, leſt whiles he doth grant us that 
wherein we do not truſt nim (worldly riches ) he take away that 
whetein we do truſt him (ever — ineſs.) 
- Fifty and laſtly, let a 'graceleſs and ingrate ful cormorant, an ummerci- 
fal miſer have never ſo much. he neither intends; to glorifie God, nor 
& good ro others with his riches : he will not change « peece without 
profir , ſcarſe let another tight à torch ar his candle. He will not loſe 
Ar a mans life mor ſpeak a ſillable for God were it to ſave a 
foul: God cares for none, that care for none but themſelves, 
making — — the center of all their afin and aimes, - Where- 
as he is tly bountiful to publibe ſpirits, that aime at his glory, and 
others good. And ſo ye have the R — preſent, and 
in i this W be e 


CHAP. XV. | 


2, Of Exhortation. 
3. Of Conſalation. 


A Md of theſe but a word. Firſt for [uformation;ler the premiſſes 
teach us this leſſon , That whatſoever is given to any one, if 
Chrift and a ſanRified uſe thereof be not given withall , it can be no 
thing to him. Did the ſtalled Ox know that his Maſter fatted — 

or the flaughter , he would not think his great plenty an argument of 

is eater love to him. The Phyſician letteth LOT — 
have what he will, of whoſe recovery n bur he 
eth him of many things,” of whom he hath hope. We uſe to clip, and 
cat ſhorter the feathers of Birds or other wle, when they. begin to 
fye too high, or too far - So does God dinſiniſn the richeamed honors 
of his children, and makes our condition ſo various, that we may not 
paſs our bounds, or glory roo much in theſe tranſitory things. As 
if we well obſerve ir. 

Firſt, ſome have the world and not God, as: Nabal, who poſſeſſed 
a world of wealth, not a dram of grace or comfort. 

Secondly, ſome have God and not the world, as Lazarus : his heart 
Was full of grace, and divine comfort, whiles his body lacked crumber. 


1, Of Infe formation, | , | 
185 | 


Thirdly, | 
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 Thirdlyy Wake Hate 'helptianGed dev Mense, rhenvenid, nothing 1 
here, notł 3 Deen ee. 
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FOR have ub Gd ant the weriZai dbrehenwhbiwarcich 
whilche led on earth, and gem gerieasls Heaven. Ten often» 
times they that are deereſt to do with great work out 
choſe” bl , Which even fill into the mouthes of che cuncleſs. 

— — all: it fit many times, to hoid us 
ſhort of thoſe favors which we ſue for, and would not beneſit, but hurt 
us. Unlovely features, have more libertty to be good, becauſe freer 
from Solicitors; and though it” be nox a cuyſe , yer tis many times an 
unhappineſs to be fair (aſwell as ro be ſtrong and witty) Helens,daugh- 
ter to iter and Zedagfor her excellent beauty, was raviſhegi K 
of nine ycers h r by _ s en 
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{Hors of: and precious motables / chen did 
the Romans in conſi the teveneues of their treaſure. And as 
Sylvins relaves,' the li ity of Frinces, and eſpecially of Metilda a 
— y who at her death unde che Pope hat heir, hegat 
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2 Tim. 2. 4. They caſt their care upon God, — eee ſat them,. 
who will ſee that they ſball newer want what is good and ſit for them, 
at. 5. 25.30. — elt an evil man is bis ſnare , fayes 
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See pr wih ull men; ſor as the Eagle hy loſiag a feather at 
Fight , katfi never un one leſt hy chat ſhe is old j ſo it fares with 
him touching his creditʒ; When he dyes he alwayes bees e in a Hint. 
as is uſually reported of the devil. 
Nor will 'this his infamy dye with him, for faith the Lord by, his 
n ro ſuch, I will bring an everlaſting reproach upon ya, aperpetu- 
ſhall ne ver be forgotten, Jer 23. 40. It hath been proverbially 
of him that would ſuddenly ba rich he muſt have much gregdins, 
much diligence. little credit and leſs cunſcience, blame en he cannot miſs 
of. Fut as ſhame is the fruit Rom. G. 2 1. and diſt mit the juſt gain (f 
anfaubfulneſt ſo it ic the juſtjudgemens of Gd, that this cruel and harc- 
hearted 'wretch ſhould be marked as; it were with the letter 7aw , cr 
uuns mark, to make him hateful. That 28 the fig: tree, becauſe it had 
no fruit, was ſpoiled of his leaves: ſo thev who have made ipwr ack. 
of: boneſty, ſhall make of ared@ te - thacthetrwhachbe ſeem- 
erh t bawe. ſhould be taken; frem nim. Hs mme ſhall go with A brand up- 
on — A forcorer, Judaztbe!traytors Thus 
wil hog works, >Thus 
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the ſobemeſs of his countenance and ſmoath tongue, — 
Hfewere writ in bis forehead, whereas he ſcarſe de had been 
non te God, every ove mac Peet u d be gbr in ths 
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And not feldom, does ſome of His infamous aliens ftand 
cord to poſterity : for as Chrift promiſed that 
ſpoken of to the worlds end; fo he hath cauſed Fu 
Acbant evil work, and Adſaloms evil work, and 
tobe ſpoken of to the worlds end too. Mm LES 5112 
Vea ſin and ſhame is ſo inſeparable; and God is ſoſevere in this caſe; 
that though a man hath repented him of the ſin, yet ſome blenuſh Ricks 
to his name, even as a ſcar ſtill remaineth after the wound is healed. Mat» 
thew will ever be called, Matthew the publican,and Rahab,Rabab the 
harlot 3 Mary Magdalen will not longer be mentioned, then the deu 
which were caſt out of her will be mentioned with herz and the like of 
others. How carefully then ſnould we avoid thoſe actions which may 
ever ſtain us ? Ry Þ; <2 
But all this he values not, for like chat wretched worldling in A 
race, he cares not what the e ſay, fo his baggs be full. He drowns 
the noiſe of the peoples with che mutick of his money; as che 
Italians ima great thunder,ringe their bells, _— off their Canons. Nur 
hath pride ſo great power over him as avetorſneſs : He i not like Sinn 
im Lucian, who having got a little wealth changed his name from Sinumto 
Simonides , for that there were ſo many .beggers of his kin, and ſer 
the houſe on fire wherin he was dorn,b&tauſe no body ſhould point at it. 
Nevertheleſs, though he prefersgaine before an honeſt rep ; 
yet the word of God informs us, that gain got wich au ill is 
great Ioſs; and certainly that man cannot be ſparing in any thing thap's 
commendable,who is prodigal of his reputation. But herein lies the di 
ference, gracious and tender hearts are galled wah that, which the 
* ſlight, and GA LADY 2 0 Of 
Secondly, they are not wile enough to know What aſingular blef- 
ſing it is to have a name ſpotleſs,a report N » and a fame for 
houeſty and goodneſs , as it fared with Joſeph, and Ruth, and David, 
and Samuel, and Eſter, and Solomon, and our Saviour, and Cornelius, 
and thoſe wortbies mentioned in the eleventh to the Hebrews, who all 
of the Lord, and is bettowed a3 


obtained a good report, which 50 
ll honor, den. 39.2 1. Zeph. ;. 228 


2 great bleſſing upon ſuch as 
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think he is beft that hath meff, and repute him moſt worth that 
oy wealthy, and naught iſ he be needy ; accounting poverty the great- 
eſt di Lea as if credit and reputation were onely intailed on 
the rich, credit gros juſt as faſt as wealth here in the City ,- and in 
che country, reputation is meaſured by the Aber; and the words weigh 
But that are able to diſtinguiſh between good and evil, know, 
that either theſe are fools , or Solomon was not wiſe. Nor does he 
think himſelf more honorable, then wiſe and good men think him 

baſe.. And certainly, if ſueh muckworms were as odious to the feſt as 
they are to me, they would appear in the ſtreet like Owls in the day 
time, with whom no honeſt man would converſe. - And why ſhould T 
— him = piece of copper, that prefers a piece of gold be- 

4 * «pt pt 1 

God commanded in the old Law \, that whatſoever did go with his 
breaft upon the. ground, ſhould be Abomination to dt: how much more 
ſhould we abominate the man ho is indued with reaſon and PD, 
that hath glued his heart and foul unto a piece of earth? But of this 


e 


N Inthly; the next is, That asthe unmerciful Miſer is all for ſpa ing. 
ſo his heir ſhell be all for waſting. He lives poorly and penuri oulſy 
all his life, that he may dye rich. He walks in a ſhaddow (faith the 
PlalmiſYand difquicreth bimſelf in vain, heaping up riches,not knowing who 
Jhall gather their, Pſal: 39. 6. As he hath reapt that which another ſowed, 
ſo another ſhall thraſh that which he hath reaped. He hordes up, not 
ing who ſhall injey it; and commonly they injoy it who lay it our 
asfaſt. Ne takes onely the bitter, and leaves the ſweerfor others, per- 
hapsrhoſe that wiſh him hanged, upon condition they had his means 
the oner, A | | 

: Or poſſible it is he may haye childrenʒ which if he have, he loves them 
ſo much better then himſelf, that he will voluntarily be miſerable here 
andhereafrer, that they may be happy. He is willing to go in a thred- 
bare coat;*toftarvehis body, loſe His credit, wound his conſcience, 
rorment his heart and minde with fears and cares; yea he can finde 
in his heart to damne his own ſoul and go to hell, that he may raiſe his 
houſe leave his heir a greareſtate, as thinking his houſe and habita- 
tiom ſail continue for ever, even from generation to generation 
and call theit lande by his name, as the Pfalmiſt ſhews , Pſalm 
49.17. He is careful to provide his children portions, while he provides 
m portion of comfort for his own welfare, either here or hereafter. 
He provides for his childrens bodies , not for their ſouls , to ſhew 
char he begat not their ſouls but their bodies. He leaves a fair eſtate 
for the worſer part, nothing for the eſtare of the better part. He de- 
fires to leave his children g᷑rea rather then good, and is more ambiti- 
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dnn to have his ſos. Lords in earth, then Kings in heaven. Bur as bf 


that provides not for their tempo / al eftatezis worſe then an infidel;1Tim. 5.8. 
So he that provides not for their eternal eft ate , is little betrer then 
devil, which yet is the cace of nine parts of the parents throughout the 
Land. | | / | 68 F574 
But obſerve how his children requite him again, and how God te · 
quites him in his chiſdren; for commonly they are ſuch , as never give 
him thanks, nor in the leaſt lament his loſs; perhaps they thournar his 
funeral yet not for that he is dead, hut becauſe he died no ſooner. Nor is ix 
any rare thing for men to mourn for him dead, whom they would by no 
means ha ve ſtill to be alive. Yea for the moſt part, it is hut a n- 
able ſorrow, which the ſon makes ſhew of at his. fathers death; as ha- 
ving many a day wiſhe for that hour. A forrow in ſhe w onely, like that 
of Jacobs ſons when they had ſold their: brother Juſe ph, who profeſt a 
great deal of grief for his loſs, when inwaraly they rejoyced. Have 
ye net heard of a prodigal young heir? that iucoutaged his compant- 
ons, with come let us drink, revel, throw the houſe out at windows; 
the man in Scarlet will pay for all meaning his father who was a Judge, 
but he adjudged the patrimony from him to one of his yonger ſons more 
obedient; And good reaſon he had for it, for to give riches to the 
1yotous, is all one as to hour precious liquor into a ſeeve, that will hold 
ns liquid ſubſtance; which occafioned the Rhodianr, and Lydians, co 
enact ſeveral laws ; that thoſe ſons which followed not their fathers in 
their vertues , bur lived viciuſiy, ſhould be diſinberited, and their hands 
given to the moſt, uertuout of that race, not admiting any impious heir 
w hatſocver, to inherit, as Varro well notes. But it is otherwiſe in this 
caſe, for in regard of Gods curſe upon this unmerciſul Muckworm) if 
he have more ſors then one, the eldeſt proves a prodigal,, and he in» 
Herits. 14281 W | 
Every mans own experience can tell him, that for the moſt part 4 
ſcatterer ſucceeds 4 gatherer,,one that waſts vertaes faſter then riches, and 
riches fatter then any vertues can get them one that is as ckeefſive"im 
ſpenaing, as the other was in ſcraping 3 for as the father choſeth ro fill 
bis cheſts, ſo the ſon is given to ſatisfe bis luſts.. Nor could the one be 
more cuminꝑ at che rake, den the other will be at the'pitchfork;The 
moneys which were formerly cheſted like caged birds, will tt 
merrily when the heit ſets them flying. And a5 Cicerefpeaks, 


he roitaouſſy ſpends that which the father had wickedly gotten. The 
EYED all o Eg, the orher will keep notbingas 60 the fer- 
mer gens and ſpends not; the latter ſpends and gets not. the for 


a5 greedy of; expence, as the ſather was in ſcraping ; he tedderh that with 
a ferkimone year, which was nor gathered with — twenty. Yea 
how aft is chat ſpent one Chriſtmas revelfing by the ſon, which was 
fn WONG as hy e Feber? Which-Drogenes well confidered; 
for whereas he would ask of a fral Cuixen but pemy, of Frodg 
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34 How to beeome Wealthy and Happy. 1 
to.defire ſo much of him and fo little of others, his anſwer ſhould 
be, Moniam tu habes, illi habebunt; becauſe thou haſt ,- and they will 
have. | ſhall begg of thee bur once, thy eſtate will ſo ſoon vaniſh, of 
them often, yen give me now a talent, I may live to give thee a groat. 
And at another time, hearing that the houſe of a certain Prodigal was 
offered to ſale, he (aid, I knew well that houſe was fo accuſtomed to ſur- 
feting, and drunkenneſs, that ere long ir would ſpue out the maſter. 

- Nay in all likelihood he foreſces it himſelſʒ and therefore as he makes 
ort work with his eftate , ſo not long with his /ife, as knowing, 
chat if he ſhould live long, he muſt be a begger. 


As ſeldom bur he ſhortens his days ſome way; for he gives himſelf to 


all manner of vice, gluttom and drunkenneſs, cbambering and wantonxeſs, 
pride, riot, content ion, &c. He even baniſhes tivility , and gives himſelf 
over to ſenſuality ; and ſuch a life ſeldom laſts long. 1480 
They may rightly be called ſpend- alls, for they not onely ſend all they 
have, but themſelves alſo; inſtead of quenching their thirſts, rthey/drown 
both their bodies, ſouls and eſtates in drink. They will call drawer 
give usan Ocean, and then leave their wits rather then the wine. be- 
hinde them. One cryes to his fellow do me reaſon; but the drink an- 
ſwers, Iwill leave thee no reaſon, no not ſo much as a beaſt hath; for 
theſe Nabals cannot abound, but they muſt be drunł and ſurfet - They 
have nor onely caſt off Religion that ſhould make chem good men; but 
even reaſon that ſhould make them men; And faving only on the Sea, 
they liue without all compaſs ; as a ſhip on the water, ſo they on the land 
reel too and fro, and ſtagger like a beaten man,Plal. 107.27. 
All cheir felicity is in a Tavern, or brothell hbouſe, where harlots and 

ficophants rifle their eſt ates, and then ſend them to robbe, or teach them 
how to cheat or borrow, which is all one, ſor to pay they never mean, 
and prodigallity drives them to repair their too great laviſhneſs in one 
thing, byn too great rovetouſneſs and injuſtice in another. The greateſt 
miſpenders ſor the moſt part, are conſtrained to be as great miſgetters, 
that they may feed one vice with another. 29 . 

Now as if they had been bred among Bears, they know no other di- 
_ alet} chen roaring, ſwearing and banning. It is che tongue of language of 
hell they ſpeak; ds men learn before hand the language of that Coantry 
whether they mean to traeelll ..... 
By wine and ſurſetings they pour out their whole eſtates into their 
him another . and becauſe lie hath choſen the ſmoother way, he takes 
the more haſt. - The father cannot finde in his heart to put à good mor- 
ſel into his belly, but lives on roots, thut his prodigal heν ec on 
be ſants; he drinks water, that his ſon may drinſt wine; zug chat to 
drunkenneſs. The one: dares not car «ft etre, leaſt he Toſe a 
chicken, and gaes to hell wich wh and carrots, the er ION after 
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Theſe are Epicures indeed, placing Paradiſe in their throats , and 
beeven in their guts3- their ſhrine is their Kitchin, their Prieſt is their 


Cool, their Altar is their table, and their belly is their Cod. By wine 
and ſurfeiting , they pour out their whole eſtates into their bellies 3 


yer neverthele s complain againſt nature for making their necks fo 


ft. , 
— 0 us gave to the value of ſixteen ſhillings for a Patridge; his 
clownith neighbor told him, he held it roo dear at two pence . Why, 

uoth 7 5 pus, I eſteem leſs of a pound, then thou doſt of a penny: the 
(me in effect ſayes the prodigal ſon , to his penurious father; for how 
elſe could he ſo ſoon bring a noble to nine pence,aninhevirance of a thou- 
ſand pounds per annum, to an annuity of five hundred ſhillings? beſides, the 
one obtains a thouſand pounds with more eaſe, then the other did a thou- 
ſand pence; and by how much the leſs he eſteems of money, by ſo mach 
the more noble and better man he eſteenn himſelf, and his father the 
more baſe ; and hereupon he ſcorns any calling, and muſt go apparelled 
hke a Prince. 

God hath inaFed it as a perpetual iam, In the ſweat of thy face (beit 
brow or brain) ſhalt thou eat bread, till thou return to the earth, Gen. 3.19. 
And forthe beſt Gentleman to deſpiſe honeſt callings (ments! or manual) 
is a pride without wit of grace. Even gallant Abſalom was a great ſheep- 
maſter : the bravery and magnificence of a Courtier, muſt be built up- 
on the ground of frugality. Beſides, exercife is not more wholſome for 
the boch, then it is for the minde and ſoul; but this vain glorious Cox- 
eombe is all for ſports and pleaſure, and ſeldom ceaſes hunting after 
ſports (as Eſau for veniſon) untill he hath laſt the bleſſing. But he ſhould 
(o that he would) conſider, that medicines are no neat to 
live by. Ks, 

Then for his pride in apparel, you may know that by this; he is like 
rhe Cinamon tree, whoſe barke is of more worth then his bod ; or like 
the Eſtridge or Bird of Paradiſe, whole feathers are more worth then 
her fleſh Or ſome Vermine,whole caſe is better then her af. And 
yet this ſwells him ©, and makes him look as big , as if the river of his 
blood could not be banchgd within his veins; and ſhift bis attire he muſt, 
like the Iſlanders of Foolianna the ficle; or that King of\Mitxzes, who 
was wont to change his cloths four times a day, and never wear them a- 
gain, imploying his leavings and caſt ſuits, for his continual libezalities 
and rewards, and who would alſo have neither per nor diſh, nor any 
implement in his Citchen , or on his table, be brought twice before 
him. > Are au n 
Indeed he cannot ſbift himielf our of the, Mercers books, untill he 


got him ten pounds or mores for he maſt pay the whole reckoning, thas 


he may be counted the beſt. man. Nea when the ſb1t comes to be pd, 


for any man to drow in his company i f juſt querrtl; and. ule hath 
reste 
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| ſtreets, does him more goed,” then a meals meat. Ne hath the Wolfe of 
Laine glory, and that he feeds untill himſelf becomes the food. Nor can 


ir be long firſt, for an exceſſive and ſucceſſive impairing, alwayes impor- 


teth a final diſſolution, Nor hath he ever the wit to think upon ſparing, 


till he comes to the bottom of the purſe, reſembling Plautat that famous 


comical Poet, born in Umbria, who having ſpent all he had on plaiers 

Af parel, was forced for his living, to ſerve a Baber in turning a hand- 
mill. Like an hour-glaſs turned up, he never leaves running till all be 
eur; He never looks to the bottom of his parrimony, till it be quite un- 
ravclled; and then (too late) complains that the ſtock of his wealth 
ran coarſe at the fag end. 

His father had tos good an opinion of the world, and he too much diſ- 
#aines it: onely herein he ſpeeds (as he thinks) a little the berter , for 
that thoſe who barked at his father like curs, faune upon him. and lick his 
hand liks ſpaniels. He beftows upon his inferiors liberal gifts, thinking 
it good gain to receive for it good words, and your Worſhip. Thus by the 
frequent uſe of ſubſtracting pounds out of hungreds,ſhillings out of pounds, 
and pence out of ſbi{/ings,the end of his account proves all Cifers. 

Tdeneſs is che Coach, that briugs, a man to Needam; prodigality the 
paſthorſe. His father was ns mans friend but his on, and he ( ſayes 

the proverb) is no mans foe elſe; be he never ſo old, he never attaines 
to the yeers of diſcretion; And in caſe providence do not take him 
ward, his heirs ſhall never be fought aſter. His Veſſel hath three leaks, 
2 laſcivrons eye, a gaming hand, a dcified belly, and to content theſe, he 
can neither rule his heart, his tongue, nor his purſe. He never proves 
his own man, till he hath no other, and then perhaps when want, or 
good oounſel, or time hath made him ſee as much as his father did, 
at laſt he ſues for a Room in an Almeſbou ſe, that his father built; elſe 
when hie feels want (for till then he never ſees it) he complains of 
greatneſs for ingratitude; that he was not thought of when promoti- 
ons were 4 dealing. Yet fecing there is no remedy but patieuce, vhen 
his laſt Acre lies in bis purſe, NT ſtrange things, and builds 
houſerin the aire, having old thoſe on the ground. - 
Not tharhe is a man of parts,for he is onely witty to wrong and un- 
doc himlelf;Esſe, ſaith; Solomon, ſiayeth the fos liſb, and the proſperity ef 
feels deft royeth them, Prov.1.32. | 


CHAP: XVIII 


Any an one hath his father unfeathered ro warm him, bar 
L pride, drunkenneſs, gamming, &c. plucks them away again'lo 
faſt, rhat he ſoon becomes naked and bare? Ke is like a barren plot of 
ground, for let him receive never ſo much ſeed and manuring, Sun and 
ſhowers , he remaines ever dry and fruitleſs, and no marvail; when noc 


vnely his leud and vicious courſes bring'Gods curſe * all he hach r 
vakes in hand but-whes he and het he hath, is allo aii ed * 


— —_— 


73A 


F ww 
Loa” int + ts. oy - 


AT ERGO 


ad Hop. 35 
chers lake. For whereas the Holy Ghoſt ſaith of the juft Man, Mis ſeed 
ſhall br mighty upon earth, his generation ſhall be bleſſed, &c. Pſal. 112.2. 
and many the like, Pſa. 103. Vhet̃e God hath promiſed to bleſs and re · 
ward the children; yea, the childrens children for their fathers goodneſs, 
verſ. 1). Iſa. 38, 10, 11. 12. Pſal.z7.25,26;&112. 2. to 6. Of which I 
might give you examples, not a few. The children of Noah were pre- 
ſerved from drowning for their fathers ſake, Gen.) 1. Mephiboſheth fares 
the bettet for his fathers goodneſs, the Kenites for Fetbroes, 1 Sam. 15.6. 
and that ſome hundreds of yeers after , their Anceſter was dead; 
Phineas his ſeed for his ſake, Numb. 28. 12,13. Solomon for his father 
Davids ſake, 2 Sam. 1. 2. Iſhmael for Abrahams ſake,Gen.i7.20. And all 
Iſrael fared the better for Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacobs ſake Deut. 4 3). 
1 Kings 11. 12. The loving-kindneſs of the Lord, ſayes ch ſalmiſt, indu- 
reth for ever, andever, upon them that fear him, and his Meouſneſi upon 
childrens children, Pſal. 103.17 .Kxod. 20.6. 

And as God uſually bleſſeth, and rewarderh the children for their fa- 
thers goodneſs, ſo on the contrary,Exed.20 5. Eternal payments Gad uſes 
to require of the perſons only, temporary oftentimes of ſucceſſion z as we ſur 
the Heirs and Executors of our Debtors. God hath peremtorily told us, 
that he will viſit the iniguity of ungodly parents, upon their children, unte 
the third and fourth generation, £xod. 20. 5. As for the fin of Haman, his ten 
ſons were hanged, Heſter 9. 13, 14. And fo for Sauls ſin, his ſeven ſons were 
likewiſe banged, 2 Sam. 21. 6. and thus for Achans ſin, all his ſons and 
daughters were ſtoned to death, and burned wich fire, by the Command- 
ment of Moſes,who was in Gods ſtead, Toſh.7. Yea God hath peremorily 
rhreatned, Pſal. iog: that the children of a cruel and unniercifully-man, 
ſhall be Vagabonds and beg their bread, and that none ſhall extend mevey or 
favor unte them, ver. 9, to 1. God will make thoſe children beggars, for 
whoſe fakes the fathers have made ſo many beggars ; this is a truth 
which the father will not beleeve, but as ſure as God is juſt, the 
Sonne ſhall feele. As what common and daily experience have 
we thereof, had men but the wit to obſerve ir? for hence it i, that 
riches ill got, ſhift maſters ſo often. As rare it is, if the wealth of an 
Oppreſſor doth laſt ro the fourth generation, ſeldom to the ſecond; for 
commonly in this caſe, as the father was the firft chat raiſed his houſo, hy 


his extream getting and aving, ſo the ſon proves the laſt, in overtbrowing | © 


his houſe, by exceiſive ſpending and laviſtung; as Tullius Cicers anf ver- 
cd a Prodigal that told him he came of begger!y parent for no man when 
his means is gone, will ever after truſt him with a ſtock to begin the world 
again; the caſe ſtanding with him, as it did withᷣ the um uſt Steward 
who having waſted his maſters goods for the time paſt, could not bee 
— * — os the for the time ts comezand — vg — —.— > 

with Efau, re jeſted the bleſſing of proſperity, it will be denyed kim here- 
after; though he ſhould + with ung and which is worfe then all, 
if death find him (as is much to be feared.) as banqueroat of ſpitirually a» 
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think of them, that do not only loſe cruſts & crammes, which our Saviar 
would have carefully gatbered up, John G. I a. but even laviſh & wherle 
away whole patrimoniesʒ yea; moſt wickedly ſpend them in riot, and upon 
Dice,Drabs, Drunkenneſs?>. Oh the fearful account which theſe unthrifty 
Baylifs will one day have to give up, to our great Lord and Maſter, wien 
he ſhall call them to a ſtrict reckoning of their talents! he was condemned 
that encreaſed not the ſum concredited to him, what then ſhall become 
of him that /aw/:ſſely and laviſhly ſpends and impaires it? bringing in 
ſuch a reckoning as this; Item, ſpent upon my luſts, pleaſures, and pride, 
fourty yeers, and five hundred or ten thouſand pounds, e. let them be in 
their right ſences, they cannot think that God will rake this for a good 
diſcharge of #heir Steward. ſbips, though the devill may and will make 
them belteve er Chriſt will quit all ſcores between him, the father, 
and them. 

And thus I have made it plain, that want and beggery is the heir ap- 
parent to riot and prodigality, and that he who when he ſbould not, ſpends 
too much, ſhal, when he would not, have too little to ſpend, a good leſſon for 
young gulls. I have likewiſe ſhowne,that what the covetous hath baſely 
gotten, is as ill beſtowed, and worſe imployed, a good item for old Cur- 
mudgens to take notice of, that ſo they may not ſtarve their bodies, 
and damm their ſouls, for their ſons, to ſo little purpoſe. 

As O that the coverous Mule, who is now digging a houſe in the earth 
for his poſterity,did but fore-ſee how his prodigal ſon will conſume what 
he with ſo much care and induſtry hath ſcraped together; for ſhould 
he have leave hereafter to come out of hell far an hour, and ſee it, hee 
would curſe chis his folly, yea, if poffible, it would double the pain of his 
infernall torment, as it "tha with Gnpho the Uſurer, who (as Lacian 
feigneth) lying in hell, lamcuteth his miſerable eſtate, that one Rodocha- 
res, an inceſt uous Prodiga', on earth conſumed his goods waſtfully,which 
he by unjuſt means had ſcraped together ſo carefully ; the which ſeem- 
eth to have ſome affinity with the word of truth; why elſe is Dives be- 
ing in heil torments, ſaid to lift up bis eyes, and to ſee Abraham a farre off 
and Lazarus in his boſome, parlying ſo ſeriouſly about his brethren, whom 


he had leftbehind him? Luke 16, 23, Kc. Why elſe doth our Saviour 


ſay, that the wicked ſhall gnaſh their teeth for vexation, when they ſhall ſee 
Abraham, & Iſaac, ( Jacob in the Kingdom of heaven, and themſelves thruſt 
out of doors, Luke 13. ͤù 990i. Ba 

But that thou mayſt the N at leſt fore · think what will 
follow,” I will ſhew thee thy caſe in ſundry other perſons. 
Clodius, ſon to Eſopbus the Tragedian, ſpent marvelous great wealth 
which his father left him, Epicharnms the Athenian, having a large pa- 
trizwny left him by his parents, conſumed it in ſix dayes, and all his life 
time after lived a begger. Apicius ,- in banqueting, ſpent great reves 
nues,feft him by his parſi moniaus father, and then becauſe he would nor 
lead a miſerable lite, hanged himſelf. Pericles,Callias, and Nicius, by pro- 
#:;all laviſbingę and palpable ſenſuallity, ſpent in a ſhorttime very great 
„ 5 of . 4 1 * 0 patri- 
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gone, they drank of them a poy ſone n one to another, 
in the place. RAO FO we” 71 e e 

Again, we rea Caligula, in one year of his reign, ſpent prodi- 
gally, ſixty ſeven millions of gold, which Tiberius his Prad had 6 an 
thered together, as Tacinu tells us, and where as John the 22. l. — 
hind him, (as Petrarch reports) two hundred and fifty tun of gold ; inſo- 
much that an odde fellow made this jeſt of him, Erat Pontifex maximum 
ſi non vi tute pecunia tamen maximus. Pope Sixtus 7 14, (called of 


f,. „ Sx. 
Cinque,) through his intollerable 2 in his Exchequer five 
ed four of them in ten 


thrifty dearth-maker, as out of a laborious Silk-worm, riſes a painted But- 


NB e CHAP. XIX. 


ND ſo much of the ninth judgement which God uſually inflids . 
upon the mercileſs Miſer. I will adde but one more, nor | 
any more to make him compleatly miſerable ; for though the former - 
were woſull enough, yet this Laſt is worfe then all the felt, a8 1 ſhall 
clearly demonſtrate. in the enſuing pages. For, 1 7 
Tenthly, doth covetouſneſi reign in a man? is he hewitcht with the 
love of money? is his heart rivited to the earth? and is he once inſla- 
ved to this ſin? if ſo, there is no probability, hardly any poſſibility, that 
ever he ſhould be converted or ſaved; nor is it to any more end to ad- 
moniſh him, then to knock at a deaf mans, door, or a dead mans greve. . 
Covetouſueſſe is not more the reot of all evil, as the Apoſtle firly ſules 
it, then it is the rot of all good, as is eaſie to prove 3, it is the rat of all e- 
vil, the mother and metropolis of all fins that can be named 3 for there is 
no ſin whatſoever, but it hath ſprung from this curſed root, whether it be 
lying, os ſwearing,or er ſlandering, or Sabbath. breaking, or drunk- | 
enne ſs, or adultery, ot bawdery 3 whether. theſt, murther, rreaſon, coxeninę in 
barggins,breaking of promiſes,perfideous underminings, contempt of God and 
all goodneſs,perſecuting the truth,oppoſing the Grſpelyhatred of Go« Meſſen- 
gers, ſleighting of his Ordinances, unbelief, idolatry, witeb-craft,ante-Cri- 
ftaniſm, ſacriledge, ſoul-murther, &c. For whence ſpring all theſe, and 
what elle can be named, hut from covetouſneſs ? There is no eil that a 
covetous man will not put in practiſe, ſo goods may come of itz you can- 
not name the ſin, but the Auaritious will ſwallow ir, in the ſweet broth | 
of commodity, 
He that is greedy of gain, will ſell the trutb, ſell his friend, Ws * b 
D 4 18 


„eee 
his mafter his Princes his chuntrey, his conſcience 3 yea; With 4heb he will 
ſell bimſelf for money, as I might inſtance in a world of examples; yea, 
daily.cxpcrience hath taughe us, ſince our Civil Wars, that many to ad- 
vancage themſelves five ſhillings, will indamage another five hundred 
pound; and to gain five potnds,will indanger the loſing of three whole 
Kin _— yea, when once men are bewitcht with the love of money, 
as 70 4 Was, a ſhall matter would hire them to ſell Chriſt himſelf were 
he now on the earth to he (old. 

A reſolution ro be rich, is the fountain of infinite evils ; yea, Covetouſ- 
neſs is the Index ot Epitomy of, or rather 4 Commentary upon all ſin and 
wickedneſs. Name but coverouſneſs, and that includes all the reſt, as 
being 1 ſin made up of many ſuch bitter ingredients. All vices rule, 
where g1/d reigns, at leaſt that heart which hath once inſlaved it ſelf to 
this ſin, may be wrought by Suan to any thing. g 

Fuſtice is the miſtreſs of all bertues, and the trueſt tryal of a good man, 
bur the, copetong heat, is a very mint of fraud, and can readily coyne 
falſebab dt for ddvancage, up- | kong 


on all occaſions. | 0 

And as it is the root or cauſe of all evil, ſo it is the rot or main hinder- 
er of all good; Covetouſneſs is the grave of all goodneſs, it eats our the 
very heart of grace, by eating grace out of the hea t,Rom.1.29. When Ava- 
rice once gets admittion into the heart, it turns all grace quite out of doors, 
as where ſalt grows, it makes the grouhd ſo harren of all other things,cthas 
nothing elſe will breed therein; this is the curſed devil that mars all, 
No ſuch impediment to converſion and ſalvation us ĩt; as for inſtance, 
Miniſters wonder that their Sermons take no bettet, tiiat among ſo many 
errows mne ſhyuld hit the mark but God tells us the reaſon, Exeh, 33- 
thy ſit before thee,and oy thy words, but their hearts go after their cove- 
rouſneſs; ver. 31. Whenee is is, that you may ſee ſwearers,drunkards,s- 
diltrers,$C.wcep at & ſermin, whete as you never ſaw the coverous ſhed | 
« tear, be the Doctrine never fo dreadful. * © NP he ROY 

Oh this g den devil, this Diana of the Epheſians, doth a world of miſ- 
chief, it deſtroyes more ſouls then all other ſins put together, as the Apoſtle 
intimates, r Tim. 6. 10. Whence it is, that we ſhall ſooner hear of an 
hundred Ma'efaFors contrition at the gallows, then of one covetous 
Miſers in bis be, © © Oe Wee e 

The children of Iſrael would not beleeve Samuel, that they had ſin- 
ned in ing « King, before they ſaw a miracle from Heaven, even 
thunder and rain in wheat harveſt, which was contrary to the nature of 
that Climate, and then they could confeſſe it, and repent, 1 Sam. 12.17. 
18,15. But the covetous are in Pharaohes caſe, whomneither miracles 
nor judgements could prevail withall, and of whom God ſpeaks to Moſes 
in this manner, See that thyu "ſpeak all the words, and do all the wonders 
before Phararh,which I have put in thine hand; but I will harden his heat, 
and he ſpa I mt let the people g1, Exod. 7. 1, 2, 3, 1. And certaiuly, they of 
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man_) to enter into the Kingdom of le," 
That no covetons' man can look for any inheritance in the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and of God; Eph. 3. 3. x Cori6.9,10. 9 

Such an ones doom is ſet down, Deut. 17. 12. That man that will d 
preſumptuouſly, ot bear kening unto the Prieſt that ftandeth before the Lord 
to miniſter there, that man ſhall'dye, ſaith the E tr. 

And afa © He that hardenerh bis neck when he it rep | 
| ſhall ſud 

no h 


Prov. 29.1 at Bars N. re 
205 be deftroyed, and that without ig Aerie, Sim there is 
ope of ſuch a man; aud indeed, he that deſpiſerh Moſes law, ly 
without mercy,es the Apoſtle concludes, Heb. 16.2 8:A covetous wg like 
a ſich patient that cannot ſpit, hom nothing will cure, or like a cratke * 
Bell, for which there is no other remedy then the fire, or like one thas” 
hath the plagye tokens, who (as is conceived} wu all hope, and for - 
whom all that can be performed, is to ay, Lord heve mercy upon h, 
Devt/19.12.Pro:'.:Heb. 10+28; which makes Muſculus ay, that Drvines 
ſhall reform this vice, wheti Phiſiciens cure the gout, which is incurable. ' 
Our Mithologifts tell us of many ſtrange metamorphoſes,of men turned into 
beaſts; by Circe. ' Our Poets tell of Licaon, turned into a Wolf,” but when 
a ravenous Oppreſſor repents, and turns pioas and mercifull, there js. 2 
Wolf turned into « man, yen, 1 Devil turned into a Saint; Whence the 
Holy Ghoſt ing of Zachexs,ahd his converſion) brings it in with am 
ecce, behold; xs if it were # wonder that Zachers a corerous man ſhould” 
be-tonverret; as let me referre it to the experience of the ſpirituall 
Reader, Did ye ever know, or hear, of three ſuch eovetous exrorrio- - 
ners as Zacheus was, that repented and made reſtitution as he did ? no, 
for if you ſhould, ir were as great and as rare a miracle, as if arthis day 
the Turk, Pope, and K. of Span, ware at once perſwaded to forſeke thew 
Ia latry and Superſtition, 
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A ND yeꝛ it is no wonder, if we conſider the reaſons, For, -._... 
. Firſt, the coverous man is an Atheiſt, one that (like Dauis 
fel] ſayes in bis heart the re is no Godzthe Mameniſt is like Leo the tenth, 
Hildebrand the Magician, Alexander the ſixth, and Julius the ſecond, 
who were all meer Atheiſts, who thonght whatſoevet᷑ was ſaid of Chrift, 
Heaven, Hell, the day of judgement, che immortallity of the ſoul, tc. to be 
but fables, and meer i ires, dreams, toys, and old wives __ 1 
when - 
every man ſhall be rewarded according to his deeds, be they good or euihwhat 
hope is there of their converſion or ſalvation? or how ſhould they not 
preferre temporal things, before cœleſt ial and eternal? Py 
As, what is the reaſon that there are few-rich men that will not ta- 
ther offend the Divine Majeſty, then the Temporal Authority? and few 
poor men that reſemble not the poor Swedes in their ſerving of God, who 
— 4 break the Sabbath, ſaying, it is only for rich men and Gent 
have mean, to keep that day; yea, that almoſt all men, rich an 
poor are for matter of Religion, like Sit Fobn Kennede, who in chuſing 
of his wife, would have her well born and educated, fair, rich, wiſe, kind, 
with rhe like accomodations, but . to wiſh her good and ver- 
tous, and was accordingly hleſt in his ehoiſeʒ as King ame (who made 
many ſuch Matches.) uſed the matter: the main reaion of all is, men 
beleeve not a God, ot a day of, judgemert. Whence it is, that amongſt all 
the defired priviledges of this life, men commonly leave out bhelineſſe, 
which ſufficiently argues their infide/ity, which in theſe times is mach 


Faire agared and ſtrengrhencd; for the plurality of feiths among mam, 


braught a aullity of faith in the mot... 
. Worldly minds, mind 2 but worldly t Hngs, their buſines is thought 
upon, not God, nor their ſaluation, for they make that no part of their 
buſmeſs ;their buſineſs gives them no leave, ot leiſure, to think of their 
conſciences, nor do they, go to Church to ſerue Cad, but the State, which 
ule not as a means to ſave their ſouls, but charges. There is no Re- 
ligion in them but the love of money; 72 men have their. ſouls as it 
were wrapt up in the port-mantua 1 eir ſenceg, and to them all ſpiritu- 
ah cg feen (eem dat bac they are mviſtle. 
ſachiavil thought all picty, and religion, tobe nothing bur policy, FP 
roah imputed mens worſhip od, to idlengſs They be idle, ſaith be, 
therefore they cry, let us go offer acrifice unto. qur Gad, Exod. 53. &. It is a foo» 
liſh ching, ſaith Cato, to hope for life by azothers.death; Seneca jeered the 
Fews for caſting away a ſeventh part of their time upon a weekly Sab- 
bath, and of their minds are the moſt among us, if they would ſpeak 
out their thoughts. Let the word or Miniſter tell them, ( « prefer pro- 


fr before honeſty) that godlineſs is great gain, as having the promiſes of 
this life, and of that which is to come; yet their concluſion is, they 3 
ve 


eg 
4 cients 
be mann they ſwear, as Demetrius ſhould = 
| "ing es, AQ. 19.29. 

will ink into their heads, cher e e ven with their 90 
4 wid their fingers: We hate the Turks for ſelling C 
2 


6, —— do we think of thoſe Chriſtians that 2 5. "and- 
odiousare they? the pooreſt cheat's ſoul (if ever he be ſaved Jeoſt 
| Chrifts precious blood, yet half a crown, yea ſix pence ſometimes, will, 
* him ſell it, by forſwearing himſelf. | Ja 


CHAP. XXL 


Seger another reaſon is, if a covetous man * repent, he miſt 
| reſtore whar he hath wrongfully gotten, which perhaps may - 
| — ir aay be three paresofhhls Eare ara clap : w — 
him is as hard, and harſh an injunction, as that of God to — — . 
22. a. Sacriſiſe thy ſon, thine ondy ſon Iſaac. Or as that of our Saviours to the 
young man, Luk. 18. 32, Sell all that ever thou haſt, and diſtribute unto the | 
{poor: And is there any hope of his yeelding? No, Covetouſneſs is jdola- f 
try, Eph. 5. 3. Col. 3. 5. , 4 
And Gold is che covetous mans god, — — part with his God, | . 
a certainty for an-uncertainty? No, a godly man is content to be 1 
in outward things, becauſe his Dt i is all inward; but nothing en- 
cept the aſſurance of heavenly s, can make us willing to part wick 
earthly things 3 neither can he contemu this life, that knows not the. 
Jother, and ſo long as he keeps the weapon t evil- gotten goods ) in bis, 
wound, and reſolves nat to pluck it out by reſtoring how i is it poſſible he 
« Iſhould be cured ? 
Beſides, as there are no colours ſo contrary as white and black, no elec 
ments ſo diſagreeing as fire and water, ſo there is nothing ſo oppoſit to 
grace and converſion, as covetouſneſs 3 and as nothing ſo alienates a mans 
ove from his vertuous ſpouſe,as his inordinate effe#ion — r 
o nothing does ſo far ſeparate and diminiſh a mans love to 
enly things, as our inordinate effeion to the world andearthly things; 
ea, there is an abſolute contrariety hetween the love of God, and the 
ove of money: no ſervant, ſaĩth our Saviour, can ſerve two maſters, for either 
be ſhall hate the one, and love the other, Te to t — ) 
deſpiſe the other. ye cannot ſerve God and Luk.16.13. Here wo ſec, 
here is an abſolute impoiſibility, and in the fourteench 
le where, we have examples to confirm ic, All rboſe that doteg — ; 
haſes, and farms, and oxen, and wives, with one conſent made 2 it, 5 
when they were bid to the Lords Supper, Luk. 1.4, 1 3. co a3. The Gadarenes- 74 
hat ſo highly priſed their hoggs, would not admit Chrift within their bor= 
lers, Luk.8. Judas that was covetous, and loved money,could not love his 
after,and therefore ſold bim. 
When Demas began to imbraee this preſent world, be ſoon ferſaok, Paul, 
and 
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Albis ſeul-ſeving Sera, 2 Tim 4. 10. and how ſhould it be bttier 


_ "wiſe with theſe Miſerr? for they be and ſerve Mammn, they put their 
and place their confidence in their riches ; they make gold their hope, 
they ſer their hearts upon it, and de bomage thereunto, attributing and aſ- 
efibing all their ſucceſſes thereunto ; which is, to deny the God that is a- 
dove, ad we may plainly ſee, Fob 3 1.24, 28. and as for his love and regard 
to the Word of God, I will referre it to his own conſcience to determine, 
whether he finds any mvre tafte in it, then in the white of an egge, yea, 
whether it be not as difteſt full to him, as dead beer * 4 banquet of 
fweet-meats. Nor is it only diſtaſtfull to his palat, for his effe#ions be- 
ing but a little luke-warm water, it makes his religion even ftomack-ſich : 
Let him go to the Aſſemblies,( which he does more for fear of the Law, 
then for love of the Goſpel, and more out of cuſtome then conſcience, as 
Cain offered his ſacrifice, and ſo will God accept of it:) he firs down as 
i were at Table, bur he hath w ſtamach to eat; his ears are at Church, 
bur his heart is at home; and though he hear the Miniſters words, yet he 
reſolveth not to do them; for hit heart goes after his cavetouſnes, as the 
Lord tells Ezekiel touching his Auditors, Ezek. 33. 30. to 33. % 
And as is his bearing, ſuch is his praying, for thut alſo is to ſerve his 
on tum; he may afford God his voice, hut his heart is rooted and rivited 
te the earth; They have not cryed unto me, ſaith Cad, with their hearts,when } © 
they dow led upon their beds, and when they aſſembled themſelves, it was but le 
for corn and wine, for they continue to rebell againſt me, Hoſea 1. 14. O | b. 
that God hut but the fame place in mens affections, that riches, honours, Be 
pleaſures, their friends have! but that is ſeldom ſeen, the more ſhane, | C. 
and maaneſs,and the greater and juſter their condenmatiom whence '| Cc 
ar terrible Texrin Jeremiah, Chapter 14. Thus ſaith the Lord, Curſed} ca 
be the man that truſterh in man, and maketh fleſh his arm, and withdraweth| R 
bir beart from the Lord, verſ. 3. And thatexhorration, 1 Tim. 6. Gbarge D 
eben that are rich in this world that they be not high minded, and that they N 
truſt not in uncertain riches;but in the living God, who giveth us abundamtiy he 
all things to injoyzyerſ. ij. And well does that man deſerve to periſh, that th 
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bverthe creure, us that he leaves the Creator. — 
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poſfible to prevail with the covereus,is, they will never hear any 


thing that ſpeaks againſt covetouſneſs, (and their refuſing to hear it, en 
fhews them to be for flight argues — 5 —— men h 
will never hear Sermont, or read that preſs to good Works,or where 

in the neceſfiry of reftiturion is ; had Satan any brains, if th 
he ſhould ſaffer them {@ + 4 „ ye know, will carry divers] J 
Hawks booded quict xy. not do, had they the uſe of — 


weir ſight. 
Such Iſay, will not voc Yο hearfteaſon, leſt it ſhould gaht Fi 


' 
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eauſe he would not loſe the pleoſure he took in quenching the lame 
with 0 fren drinking; they had rather have theit luſts ſaisfied, then ex 


| Now we know, that hearing is the only ordinary means of life and 
| | ſalvation; if then the ſoul refuſe the means of life, it cannot live. If » 
, | Ceſar had not delayed the reading of his Letter, given him by Arten- 
fdr, as he went to the Senate, wherein notice was given him of all 

the conſpiracy of bis murtherers; he might with caſe have prevented his 
death,” but his not regarding it, made the ſame inevitable ; which to- 
ether wich the reſt of this Chapter, gives me a Juſt and fair occafios 
; now I have obtain my — acquaint the ingenuous Reader, why 
; | 1 rather call my Book, The prevention of Poverty, and beft way » become 
, 


Rich and Happy, then The arraignment and conviion of Covetouſneſs; for 
by this means, many a covetous wretch may out of lucre, be rouled 
one to read it, to the ſaving of their ſouls ; who other wiſe would ne: 
ver have been acquainted with a thouſand part of their wretchednels, 
ind ſo not capable of amendment. But | | 
[ Fiftly, ſwppoſe he ſhould be prevailed withall to hear me, alls one; 
even anounce of gold with him, will weigh down whatſoever can be a- 
rt | ledged from the Word, for though with that rich man, Luk. io. he may 
have a good mind to heaven in reverſien, yet for all that, he will not 
hear of parting with his heaven, whereof he hath pre ſent poſſeſſion. He 
„can like Canaan well enough fo he may injoy his feſb-pors alſo, and 
could love the bleſſing, but he will not loſe his pettage 3 and in caſe he 
4 

b 

e 
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cannot gain by being religious, his are ſhall be not to looſe by itz and thas 
Religion ſhall libg him beſt that is beſt cheap, and will coſt 220 leaſt; any 
Doctrine is welcome to him, but that which heats upon good works ; 
Nor will he ſtick with the Sages, to fal down and worſhip C nt, but 
he cannot abide to preſent him with his gold; No, if another will be at 
r} the charges to ſerve God, he will ery out, why. is this waſte ? as Fudas 
did when Mary beſtowed that precious oyntment upon her Saviour, which 
etherwiſe might heve been ſold, and ſo put into bis bag. The love of money, 
and commings in of — is dearer and ſweeter to the Muck · vorm, then 


1 his ſoul, Hat poſſibility then of his being prevailed with- 
all! | | 


To other fins Satan tempts a man often, but Covetouſneſs 3s 4 
and recovery upon the purchaſe, then he is ſure of him; as when a Ga 
mil hath heck? xp his priſoners (afe in a Pungesn, he may godly... . 

C vebeus men are blinde to all dangers, draft to all good inſtru ll int; 
if} they are be ſtted with the love of money, as Birds are with their bai ; 
ves, they reſolve againſt their own converſion. The Scribes and Phe- 
riſes, who were capetous ſunt their eye5,ftopt their ears, and barriocadeaa 
cir hearts againſt all #ur auiour did or ſaid; yea, they ſcoft @ his 

Neat. IIA and of all rs of pyers tha; it progelred un- 


"1 
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* * - ". wOzhe was never ſcorned and mockr, bur by chem;when he 
t inſt covetouſneſs. . 4, verti 
Teaſon but thiis? rich worldlings think themſelves ſo much the wiſer, 
, | #hey are the richer. 
"4s Theſe things conſidered, no wonder that our Saviour expreſly affirm- 
ath, that it is eaſter for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, then for 
a rich man (that is a covetous rich man) to enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; as well knowing, that no Phyſick can be found ftrong enough to purg 
ur this humor. Well may they gnaw their tengues for ſorrom, when they 
be tormented with fire, and boyl with great heat, and blaſpheme the God 
of Heaven for their pams,and for their ſoar s, but repent 0 f their works they 
will not, as it is Revel.16.8. to 12. only others may make ſome good uſe 
of that evil they ſee in them, at leaſt learn to beware of covetouſnels. 

I grant, that to God (who hath commanded us to uſe the means) all 
things are poſſible, for he is able,even of ſtones,to raiſe up children unto A - 
brahem, Mat. 3.9. but in reſpect of ordinary means, it is no more poiſi- 
ble for a covetous miſerly muck-worm to be converted, then it is for 4 
dead man to be raiſed. And therefore, though I had rather be a Toade 
then a Drunkard, yet had I rather be a Drunkard then a covetous Miſer, 
and ſhould ſomewhat the more hope to go to Heaven, Mat. 2 1. 31,31. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


N D fo much of the tenth plague which God inflicts upon the mi- 
ſerly muck-worm ; I might give you many more, for almoſt e- 
very thing becomes a deadly ſnare to ſuch men, even every thing they 
ſee or hear of, each thought that comes into their minds, yea the very 
Word of God, the mercy of Cod, and the merits of Chriſt, become their bain, 
and ſhall inbanſe their damnation; for as all things ſhall turn together for 
the beſt, to thoſe that love God, ſo all things ſhall turn together for the 
— them that hate God, as they do, John 5. 24. Rom. 7.30. But 
enough hath been faid (as 1 ſuppoſe ) to make good what I promiſed, 
and to prove that the ctuell and unmercifull Miſer is never the better for 
his riches, but the worſe, and how God beſtows theſe outward bleſſings 
upon him, rather in wrath then in love, with the reaſons thereof; bur 
as you have heard what it is, not to be Rich and Happy: ſe in the next 


place hear what it is to be ſo. | 
For toclear mens r and for the further and fuller diſ- 
"charge of what I promiſed in the beginning, that alſo is to be diſco- 


vered, whicherhen I have *diſparchr, I ſhall honeſtly acquaint you, 
how of poor, melancholy, and "miſerable, you —— rich, bappy, and 
cumfortable; now as touching the former of you are to know: 
That a — 19m of earthly things, is indeed and really the beſt eſtate 
i the world; if we had but the N to know —— 7 2 — 
makes Agur pray; Give me neither poverty nor riohes;! red we wit 
"food — leſt F be full und den tiue, and ſap, M po hy 
: 74. 
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Lord 20 Let I be pooy and*ſteal,and tale the name of my God in vain, Pro 


inſt riches, as well as poverty, and' that which 
we may not defire 3 and what is it our Saviour 


30.8, 9. Ne prayes 
we are to 


. teacheth us to pray? but Give us this dq; our daily bread, Mat. 6. 11. We 


are never ſo happily fed, as when we wait upon God for our daily 
bread, and are therewith content; and leſt our Savio urs words ſhould 
not be enough, he teacheth us this leſſon no leſs, by his own practice, 
then by preceptz for though he was owner of all things in the 2 
yet he would have no more then juſt what he needed, as when he 
wanted money to pay tribute, he ſent for no more then he was to diſ- 
burſe preſently, Matth. 17.27: he might have commanded twenty pounds 
25 well az twenty pence, but he would not, to ſhew that we ſhould de- 
fire no more then will ſerve our turn. a 
A competent meaſure of wealth to retain an honeſt reputation in 
the world, fo that we neither need to flatter nor borrow, is ſufficient : 
He is rich enough ſaith Jerom, that lacketh nat bread, and high enough in 
dignity that is not forced to ſerve. I would ſaith another, deſire nei- 
ther more nor leſs then enough, I may as well dye of 4 ſurfeit as of 


hunger. 

This worlds wealth that men ſa much dcfire, 

May well be likened to a burning fire; 

Whereof a little can ds little harm 

But profit much, our bodies well to warm. 

But take too much, and ſurely thou ſhalt burn, 

So too much wealth,to too much wo does turn. e 

It is a great bill to know what is enough, and greater wiſedbme to 

care for no more; if I have meat,drink , and apparrel, I will learn there 
with to be content; if I had the world full of wealth heſide, 1 could 
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"Auth Adee. all 5b ort, pleaſures, and profits that — enjoy 
e gift of God. Eecl. 53. 15. to the end, )and not unmeet to = Thi 
3 eg regation, Plal. 35. 18,and 119. 46. Riches and Poverty are 
Ba more in the heart then in the hand; we may be as happy. and as warm 
- | InCountry ruſſet, as in Tiſſue ; he is wealthy chat is contented, and he 
poor that is not, were he as rich as Craſus,, he only is rich and happy, 
HS nk of ourward things, who thinks hinaſelf-ſo, and only the co- 
veto and uncontented are poor and miſerable. The contened man 
in coveting nothing, enjoy es all things, though he have nothing; even 
as Adam wil warm, though he had no cloaths. The eys quiet, the thoughts 
medicine, and the minds Mitridate, is content, it is a ſweet ſauce to every 
diſh,and adds pleaſantneſs to all we do; how many miſer! cy mack worms 
mucerate themſelves with perplexing thoughts,cares, and fears of want, 
when they want nothing but a thankfull heart? theſe are miſerably 
and unhappy, but it is in opinion onely, for otherwiſe were they 
- contented, e might be the richeſt and happieſt = A 15 not 
| y adding to, or heaping up goods upon 5 but by .dimin} and. 
taking away from their greedy and pn $00 deſire of having more. The 
Hhorreſt cut to riches, is by their contempt; ir is great riches not to de- 
Hreriches, and he hath moſt that covets eat. ayes, Socrates, and alſo 
Seneca. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Rue, chis ſo tranſcends the condition, or indeed, the capacity of 
a Miſer or Muck- worm, that he will count theſe ur words, and 
* mecte bravadoes ; bur that thoſe lovers of wiſedom, were ſo contented 
with a little, that they deſired no more, their practice did ſutficien;ly 
prove For when Alexander bad Diogenes ask what he would,his anſwer 
was, Stand aſide, and let the Sun ſhine upon me, take not that away 
which-thou art not . to give; further ayouching, that he was richer 
himſelf; for I, quoth Are no more then what I eniqy, wher- 
uw, bl 371 not content he Leoni ſelf wha all the 8 but 
| offcfſions; Now 
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was ſold in athens for a peny, and that vater cat him nothing, Themi- 

oeles ending rich bracelets of Pearl an 1 Bones lic in his path ; 

ade anether take chem up, ſaying, Thougrt not Themiſtocler. Ana- 
creon the Philoſopher, having received from Policrates a great reward 
of ten chouſand Duckets; foon after re pented himſelf: for he 5 
into ſuch thoughts, and was ſo vexed with fear, care and watching for 
three dayes ant chree nights ; that he ſent ir back again, ſaying , It was 
not worth the pa ins, he had already taken about it. 

Democ/ilus the Philoſopher of Abdera , haying learned of the Chalde- 
ens Aſftrpngwy , and of the Perſians Geometry : returned to Athens, 
where he gave inſinite wealth to the City, reſerving only a little Garden 
ro himſelf. Crates, to the end that he might more quietly Rudy Philo ſo- 
pby; due his goods into the Sea, Crates the Ihebane, delivered a ſlock 
of money to a friend of his, upon condition; that if it ſhould haf <A 
his children proved Fools, he ſhould deliyer it unto them: bur if th 
became learned , and Phiſoſaphers ; then to diftribure it ro the Com- 
mon prople, hecauſe ſaid he,Phuloſsphers have no need of wealth, Which 
exatnples I could parallel with many mentioned in the Word, as 74- 
cob, Gen,x8,20, and Samael, 1 Sam.12.3. and Job chap. 31. 24, 28. Mo» 

ſes, Numb. 16. & 15. Jer. 1 3. & io. Agar, Prov.30.8, abraham, ho would not 
receive ſo much as « ſhoe-latchet of the King of Sodoys : Gen. 14.2123 
23. Dauid, who refuſed to have the 2 floor of Araunah, exceps 
be wight p ay to the full far it; and whoſe longing was not after the i- 
creaſe of corn, wine and gil; but for the ht of Gods cquntenance, Pſal. 4. 
$.7. Yea, he more valued Gods u od, then Thouſands of gad and fuer, 
Pſal. 19. to. and 119.14, 127. Eſha refuled Naamans rich 21 of gol 
and coſtly garments ; thaugh ſo freely offered, and ſo well deſerved, 
2 Kings 5.16, Saint Paul in his greateſt need, was as well content, as 
when he had the moſt plenty: and rather choſe to work at his trade, 
chen he would be chargeable to any, Pbil.4.17, He covercd no mans fil- 
ver, nor gold, Acts 20.33+ it was only the ſaving of ſauls, chat he thir- 
ſted after, 2 Cor.12.14. Zaccheus, when he was once bee e a (,br 
＋ was ſo far from defiring mere , that he was all for dimilþjng what 

e had: fox he gave one balf te the poor , and with the other be made 
four-ſold reflitution, Luke 19.3. And the like might be ſhewen of all the 
Apoſtles, and laftly, of our Saviourcbrift. 

To all which I might adde examples of many in this age, and of that 
that went before it; As Sir Thomas Moore, Sir Zulins Ceſar , The Lord 
H , Biſhop Hooper, Mr. Bradford Martyr, Reverend Mr.Fexther 
wrocetheBaok of Martyrs, Maſter Wheatley, Miniſter of Banbury, DoQor 
Taylor; and others that are yet living: were it fit to name them, 
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to come to receive ſtore of gold; ſent him 3 meaſure of flowen 
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% met been wedlthy and Bapyy: © 
(in compariſon of what others have, and are nor pleaſed with all) even 
juſt enough ro make even at the years end, living frugally : yet are they 
ſo contented, that they defireno more, nor would they change their pri- 
vate and mean condition, with any men alive, be they never ſo rich, ne- 
yer ſo great. Nor wouldſt thou think ir probable, their hearts ſhould de- 
ccive { ry if thou kneweſt what offers they have refuſed; And I doubt- 
not, but there ate many ſuch in the land. 

Nor can it be thought ſtrange , that Gods children (whoſe affections 
are ſet upon heavenly things) ſhould be ſo content with a little; that 
they deſite no more; when we read of one Eſau, that could ſay, I have 
enough my brother, keep that thou haſt to thy ſelf, Gen. 33.9. Yea, if it 
fared ſo with the Heathen, for the love of that wiſdome and vertue, which 
ſhall have no reward, becauſc they wanted faith and ſaving knowledge, 
how much more ſhould Chriſtians? (who have a more ſure word of pro- 
miſe, then theybad, 2 Per.1.19, with Mary make choice of that better part, 
which ſhall never be taken from them, Luke 10.41,42, 

True worldly mindes think, no man can be of any other then their 
own diet; and becauſe they finde the reſpects of ſelf-· love, and private 
Profit, ſo ſtrongly prevail with themſelves : they cannot conceive, how 
theſe ſhould be capable of a repulſe from others. Nature thinks it im- 
poſſible, to conremn honour and wealth : and becauſe ſo many ſouls are 
Thus taken, cannot believe that any would eſcape, But let carnal hearts 
know there are thoſe, that can ſpit the world in the face, and ſay, Thy 
gold and ſtver periſh with thie, Acts 8.20. That had rather be maſters of 
themſclves, then of the Ixdięs: and that in compariſon of a good con- 
ſcience, cau tread under foot with diſdain, the worlds beſt proffers, like 
ſhadows as they are; and that can do as Balaam ſaid, If Balach would 
give me his houſe- full of plver and geld; I cannot go beyond the Comman- 

dement of the Lord, "Numb.24.13. 
. Eliſha and Gebaxi, looked nor with the fame eyes upon the Syrian 


treaſure ; but one with tlie the of contempt, the other with the eye of ad- 


miration and covetous defire, Two men ſte a, Maſſe together, one is 
tranſported with admiration and delight, the other looks upon ir with ia- 
dig nation and ſcore; one thinks 3t beavenly, the other knowes it blaſ- 


bemy. | 
phemy. CHAP. xxv. 


* * why are godly Chriftians ſo content with a little? that they 

\ N 775 no more: certainly they could be as rich as the richeſt, 

p; ali as wiſe for eachly things, as they are for heavenly, (As when 

Thales was upbra ided, that all his wiſdome could not make him rich : ſer- 

; ting but his minde to ir, he ſaw by ſtudy, that there would be a great 

Fealciiy of oil, which in the time of plenty he took up upon credit, _ 
w 


— 


How to become ral hy und Happy,” SI 
when the want came, by his ſtore he became exceeding rich as Laertius 
refares :) but they are better pleaſed with a competency then to trouble 
_ to get, or indeed to deſite an eputency, The Chriſtians reaſons 
are theſe. | NI (v1 

Firſt, they conſider, that as a ſhoe fit is better then one either tos big, 
or too little; {for one tos big ſets the foot aw; and one too 1ittle hinde- 
reth the going) ſo a mean eſtate is beſt. Better is alittle with the fear of the 
Loyd , then great treaſure and trouble therewith, Prov. 15. 16. A fhip of 
great burthen , and heavy ladeu, comes with great labour and difficulty, 
and with much adoe is brought in; if it want hallaſt and lading, there is 
great danger of overturning; but alight Pinace mdifferently frarght, comes 
along ſwiftly , and is brought to the ha bour with much eaſe. | 

Nor do the godly wiſe, defire more then they can wield,in which they 
reſemble Arifliippus, who when a ſervant in journeying with him, was ty 
red with the weight of the money which he carried; bid him caſt out thar 
which was too heavy and carry the reſt: whereas the coyerous man is like 
Arthipertus King of the Lombards; who flying from A prandus his enemy, 
and being to ſwim over the River Teſino , to ſave his lite, took ſo much 
gold with him, that he both drowned it, and himſelf with it. 

Secondly, the poor and mean, have a deeper ſenſe of Gods fatherly 
care and providence, in repleniſhing them, at all times of need, (even 
beyond imagination or expreſſion) then others have, that know not 
what it is ſometimes to want: whiles wicked mindes have their full ſcope, 
they never look up above themſelves: but when once God croſſeth them 
in their yroſects, their want of ſucceſs , reaches them to give Ged hi, 
own. 

We ſhould forget at whoſe coſt we live, if we wanted nothing: And 
doubtleſs, one bit from the month of the Raven, was more: pleafing to 
Elijah; then a whole Table full of Ababs dainties. Nothing is more 
comfortable to Gods children, then to ſee the ſenſible demonſtrations of 
the divine care and providence, as is promiſed, Prov. 3. 6. In all thy 
wayes acknowledge him, and he ſhall direct thy wayes, The godly man 
wearies not himſe lf with cares & fears, have he but from hand to mouth: 
(never ſo little) for he knows he lives not at his on coſt. He conſiders 
what Saint Peter ſaith, 1 Pet. 5. (aft your care upon the Lord, for he careth 
for you, verſe 7. He remembers what our Saviour ſaith, Matth. 6. ob- 
ſerves the ſame, and never doùbts of the performance; ſo hetakes no 
thought jor to-morrow, what be ſhall eat, or what he ſhall drink. or wheye- 
with he ſhall be clothed : but applauds his own happineſs, knowing that 
he who feedeth the fowls of the Ai,, and arrayeth the Lillies of the field, 
will be ſure to feed and clothe them that are bis ſons and houſhold ſervants, 
Match. C. 25, to the end, Lyke 12:32, to 33. Levit. 26.3, to 14. Phil. 4. 6. 
I Per. 74 Pal. 51. 22. F — 
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Beſides, as there are intercourſes of ſleeping and waking,of nig bt and 
day, of fair weather and foul, of war and peace, of labour and rerreati- 
n; that each mayſet off the other, ſo God findes it meet, by a ſenſe of 
want to humble us; and by ſupplying our wants to fill us with joy and 
thankfulneſs, | 
+  Prelomie Ning 0 oing a hunting loſt his way, and could get 
no better fare, 42 by + ym loaf in 4 Shepherds houf er but chis he 
Taid ſeemed ſweeter and better to him; then «ll the delights that ever he 
ate or met with before, Content in want, is plenty with an oyer-plus. 

The giver of all things knows how to diſpence his favours ſo, as that 
every one may have cauſe both of han fulneſi and humiliation : whiles 
there is none that hath all, nor any one but hath ſome, ' © 
' Thirdly; God in mercy not ſeldome keeps his children from riches and 
abundance :.leſt they ſhould choak and wound them; for they are ſvares 
and theres, Matth. 13.22. | 6-2 
Indeed riches are a bleſſing, if we can ſo poſſeſt them; that they poſſeſt 
not us: There can be no danger, much benefit in abundance , all rhe 
good or ill, of wealth or poverty; is in the minde, in the uſe. Bur this is 
the miſery, Plenty of goods, commonly occaſions plenty of evils, How 
many had been good ? had they not been great. Divers have changed 


their indes with their means , neither hath God worſe ſeryants in the 


world, then are rich men of the world: if adverſity hach flain her thou- 
ſands , pro ſperity bath ſlain her ten #houſand. Commonly where is 20 
want, is much wentonneſi : and as we grow rich in temporals , we grow 
Poor in ſpirituals, Uſually ſo much the more proud, ſecure , wanton, 
ſcornſul, impenitent, c. by how much the more we are enriched, advan- 
ced, and bleſſed. They ſpend their days in wealth, therefore they ſay unto 
God, Depart ſrom us, jor we deſire nor the knowledge of thy wayes; and 
that is the Almighty that we ſhould fear him? Jobai.13,14z15. 


CHAP, Xxx. 


urthly, men in « middle condition are moſtly more merry and con- 
terted chen others, that ſurfcic with abundance. Who ſo nelancho- 


Has the rich worldling > and who more merry then they? that are 
pooreſt, I have read of a rich Land- lord, that envied his poor tenant, 
becauſe ke heard him ſing every day at his labour, yet had ſcarce bread 
for his family ; while himſelf wanting nothing, was full of difcontent : 
One adviſed him to convey cunningly into his Cottage, « bag of money; 
he did fo, the tenant finding this maſs, ſo great in his imigitarion, left 
off his ſinging, and fell ro carhing and caring how to increaſe it. Creſcen- 
tem ſeg uit ur cura pecuiiam : The Land- loni fercherh back his money, 
che Tenant is as merry as ever he was, Which ſhews, that there _ 
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riches comparable to a contented minde, as Plutarch is of opinion, That 
there are por Kings, and rich Coblers, as wiſe Solon ſecmed to inſinuate 
to the King, when he was vaunting of his greatneſs: Fer it was Iyiga 
poor. beggar , chat he told Cræſus was the beppreſt man in hu Dominions; 
And when King Agis requeſted the Oracle „f Apollo to tell him, whe. 
was the happieſt man in the world ? expecting to hear himielf nomina- 
ted: the anſwer was Aglaion, who was a poor Gardiner ix Arcadia, that 
ar ſixty years of age, had never gone from home, bur kept himſelf and 
his family with their labour, in a fruitful plot or garden, as Livins relates; 
Pyrrhus opened himſelf to his friend (ineas, that he firſt intended a 
war upon Italy, and what then ſaid cineas ? then we will attempt cicile, 
and what then ? then e may conquer Carthage and Africa; and what 
then ſaid cineas? Why, chen quoth Pyrrbus, we may teſt, and feaſt, and 
ſacrifice, and make merry with our ftiends: to which cineas replied, (as 
every ſervant of God would do inthe like caſe) and may we not en joy 
all this, ſweetneſa now? and char without all this ado, Bur natur 
men are mad men, Lea, were great men, though good men, but asked 
the queſtion z their conſciences could nor bur acquaint us, if they would 
ſpeak out j chat true contentment ſeldom d wels higb, whites meaner men of 
humble ſpirirs,cnjoy both earth and heaven. However not a few of them 
have freely acknowledged it, as Ihave — related in my ſecond 
Part of Philarguromaſtix, Wherefore be pleaſed, 5 God, to give me a 
contented mindc ; and then if I have bur lictie in eſtate, I ſhall hare much 
bn poſſeſſion, | bs 

Fifrly, mean ones with their pover y, miſerj, ignomim, axe often ſaved 
whiles others With their honour, and opulency go to hell. When we ave 
jadged, we ave cbaſtened of the Lord ; that we may not be condemned with 
the world, 1 Cor. 1. 32. Kobes do ſo puff up fome men, chat they even 
think it a diſcredit to their great worſhips, to worſhip God, Nothing feeds 

ide, nor kee ps off repentance ſo much, as proſperous advantage. The 
Þrodigat never thought of his father, till he wanted busks, We ſerve 
God, as our ſcrvants ſerve as: of whom many have tos good clothes, o- 
thers too much wages, or are too full fed to do work. As 4 Women find- 
ing that her hen laid her every day an egg; for all ſhe was verylean, had 
a conceit, that it ſhe were fat and luſti, ſhe would lay twice aday; where 
upon ſhe fed and cram's her thoroughly: but in a ſhort ſpace , ſhe be- 
came ſo fat, that contrary to her expectation, the left laying alcogecher, 
who ſo nounſheth bis ſervant daintily from bis childbood 3 ſha#l after 
finde him ſtubbron, Prov. 29.11. * 

Sixtly, they fix their affe ctions upon heavenly riches, and not upon the 
temporary and tranſitory riches of this world: becauſe in'ficknelſe; when 
they ſtand in che greateſtneed of all, they will not do them the leuſt 
good, Your gold will not bribe uf enſe, your bags will not keep — 
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bead from aking, or your joynts from the Gout, a loathing ſtomach makes 

no difference between an earthen diſh , and one of ſilver, Riches can no 

more put off the ſtone, or aſſwage grief, or thruſt out cares, or purchaſe 

grace, or ſuſpend death, or prevent bell, or bribe the Devil; chen a ſartin 
ecan beal a broken arm, | 

Indeed the fooliſh Prior in Melancthon, rolled his hands up and down 


in a baſos full of Angels; thinking by this means to cure bis Gout : but 


it would nor do, Yea, chou that placeſt thy bappineſſe, and putteſt thy 
confidence in a little white and red earth; and doteſt ſo upon the world, 
tell me? When the hand of God hath never ſo little touched thee, 
what good thy great wealth will do thee > Therefore, q vain deſeres! and 
impotent contentments of men, that place their happineſſe in theſe things: 
will net this your fair Herodias, appear as a ſtigmatixed Gipſie? Will 
not all the toil and coſt you haue been at to get riches, apprar as ridi- 
culous; as if a countryman ſhould anoint bis axle- tree with Amber-greece? 
or as if a travaller, fhoald liquour his boots with Balſamum. Yea, your 
wealth will not only not fave you from evils, but help to make you more 
miſerable, and nor only here, but hereafter, Pſal. 39. 6,7, 8. 

Why then de you ſet ſo high a price upon them? and ſo ſhamefully 
underyalue the riches of the minde > which will much mitigate your 
grief, and increaſe your comfort, in what condition ſoever youare* Bur 

Seventhly, they little ſer by the wealth of this world; becnuſe their 
riches may ſoon leave them: When with the Spider we have exhauſted 
our very bowels, to tontrive a ſlender web of an uncertain inherirance 2 
exe puff of winde and blaſt blown upon it by the Almighty , carries aft 


away. What ſayes Solomon? Prov. 23. Ceaſe from thy wiſdome,wilt thou 


eaſt thine eyes upon that, which is nothing? for riches taketh her to ber wings, 
4 an Eagle, and flyet h away, Verſe 4, . and Fer. 17. 1. Iſaiah 33. 1. Prov. 
12-27, Lea, all riches are uncertain, but thoſe that are evil gotten, are 
moſt uncertain : as examples of all ages witneſſe. The firſt of theſe was 
verified in 70b; who lived to ſee himſelf poor to a Proverb; and fell from 
the want of all miſery, to the miſery of all wants, And Dionyſus , who 
fell from a Tyrant over men, to be a Tutor over boyes, and ſo to get his li- 
ving. And'Perſes ſon and heir, who was fain to learn an Occupation, 
the Black-ſmiths trade; to relieve his neceſity, And Henry the Fourth 
that victorious Emperonr, who after he had jought two and fifty pitcht 
Rattails; became a Petitioner, for a Prebendary , to maintain him in his 
old age. And Geliner , that potent King of the Vandals , was ſo low 
brought: that he intreated his friend to ſend him à harp, a ſbunge, and 4 
laaf of bread ; ani Harp to conſort with his miſery, a ſponge to dry up his 
tears, and a loaf of bread to. ſatisfic his hunger. Yea, how many have 
we. known in this City? reputed very rich, yet have broken for thouſands, 
There are innumerable wayes to become, poor; a fire, athief, a fa'ſe ſer- 
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vart, ſuritiſbip, truſting of bad cuſtomers , an unfaithful factor, a Py 
— unt hi ul — por tram ſands, a creſt gale a wind, — 
many che like, hath brought millions of rich men to poverty. And yet thi⸗ 
is the only winde, that blows up the Words bladder. 5 

Yau ſec little chillen, what pains they take to rake and ſerape [now 
together, to make a ſuom- bal: right ſo it fares with them, chat ſcrape 
together the treaſure of this world, they have but a ſnow-bal of ir, for 

ſo ſoon as the Sun ſhineth, and God breatheth upon it, by and by it con- 
meth to nothing. | . 

And as riches well gotten are uncertain, ſo thoſe that are evil gotten, 
are not ſeldome loſt with ſhame, As how many of our o ver- reachers have 
over- reached themſelves ſo far? either by perjury , forgery, recerving of 
geln goods, or the like: that they have left either their hudies hang ing 
between heaven and earth; or the ir ears upon the pillory, and died in pri- 
ſen : ſo that the ſafeſt way, to praiſe a caetous miſer is, when hie is dead. 
But | | 10 79 


CHAP. xXxVII. 


Ighrhly, to this may be added, chat if riches ſhould nor leave u, 
i and be taken away, as they were from Fob; yet of neceſſity we 
muſt ere long leaue and be taken from them; as che virh man in the 
Golpel, was from his ſubſtance and wealth, Nor do we know hew ſoon, 
for ſo ſoon as a man is bon, be haſtens as faſt to his end, 'asthe Arrom 
to the mark each day, is another march towards death; and that lies 
tle time of ſtay is full of miſery , and trouble: and therefore it's firs 
ly called a paſſage, a ſhadow, a ſpan, a tale, 4 vapour, a clond, a' bubble 
in the water; It is like a. candle in the winde, ſoon blown out; like s 
ſpark in the water, ſoon extinguiſbed ; like a thin Air, ſoon expired; like 
a little ſnow in the ſun, ſoon melted ;, It is like a pelgrimage, in which is 
uncertainty; a flower, in which is matability z a houſe ot clay, in which 
is:miſery 3 a Weavers ſhattle, in which is volubility; a Shepberds tent, in 
which is variety ; to a ſpip on the ſea, in which is celerity; to ſmoke, which 
is vanity; to 4 thought, whereof we have a thouſand in @ day; to 4 
dream, of which we. ave many in a night; to vanity, which is nothing in 
it ſelf ; and to nothing, which hath no being in the world. 
nd which is further conſiderable, the young may die as ſoon as the 
old. Yea, more die in the ſpring, and ſummer of their years; then do live 
tokkeiwaxtumm or winter: and more before tex, then after threeſcore, 
"There are grades of all fixes, and likewiſe ſculls in Galgotha, as, ſayes 
the Hebrew proverb. One dies in the bud, another in the bloom, ſome 
in the fruit, few like the ſheaf, that comes to the barn in @ ſull age. 
Men may pu far from them the eviiday; but they may finde it ay 
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then they are aware of, Revel.z4.12, The pitcher goes oft to the waters 
bur at lengrh ir comes broken home. The cord breaks ar laſt, wirk the 
weakeſt pull, as the Spaniſh proverb well noteth. The tree falleth upon 
he laff froke : yet all che former ſtrokes, help forwards. A bin winde 
with one furious Haft,overturneth the greateſt and talleſt trees; which for 
many yea have been grow ing co their perfect ſtrength and greatneſs; fo 
oftentimes, the #brid of je bteaketh, when men think leaft af death, 
as it fared with Saint Lukes fool, who promiſed himſelf many years , to 
live in eaſe, mirth, and jollity ; when he had not one night more to 
live, Luke 13,49,20, For when like a Fay, be was pruning bimſelf in the 
bs : he came tumbling down, with the Arrow is bu fide. Fohn the 
2aath. propbeſied by the courſe of the Stars ; that he ſhould live long: but 
whileſt he was vawmly vaunting thereof, the chamber wherein he was, fell 
down , aud hruiſed him to pieces. His glaſſe was run, when he thought 
it hut new tune d. And the A was liſted, to ſtrike him to the ground; 
when he never dreamed of the ſlaughter-houſe. And whether thy foul 
ſhall be taken from thee this night, as it fared with him formerly (poken 
of; thou haſt no aſſuranc : che very ſrſt night, which the rich man 
intended for his reſt, proved his laſt night, Nor was there any more be- 
. tween Nabais ſeſtiual, and hiv ſunerul, then ten or a dozen dayes, i Sam. 
25. 38. And could any ching have hired death, to have ſpared our fore- 

fatbers; they would have kept.our poſſeſſians from us. 11 
Neicher is chis all, for if thou beeſt wicked, and iful ; thou haſt 
no craſon to expect other, then a wiolent death: forwhich ſec, Fob 24.24, 
Nl. 37. 10, f 1. Fab 36.11, 12. Pfal. 37. 37, 38, 39. 5. 23. Prov. 12. 25. 
Great trees are long in growing, hut ate rooted wp in an inſtaunt. The Axt 
in laid to the wor, Matth. 3. o. down it goes, into che fire ir muſt: if ic 
will not ſerve fa fruit, it muſt far fuel. And what knoweſt thou? but 
God may deal uith thee, as abe met did by Jahn 7ufliman of Geneve 
who having taken Conſtantinople by his tre aſon, firſt made bim Ning, 
gccording to promiſe; and wichin three dayes after, cut off his he ad. God 
may have fatted thee: with abundance, on purpoſe to ſend thee to the 

12 — oy 

1 th Gad ſpared thee, ſo long as he hath? probably not in 
doye to choc, but fot ſome other end: As perhaps G hath ſome proge- 
nn to come from tre; As for good Hexekiab to be born, kis wicked Fa- 
Sher Abax is forborn, Why did Ammon draw out two years breath? in 
Adolatry : bur that good 'Foſpa was to be fitted for x King, Many ſacrile- 
ion extortioners, Idollatert, & c. Are delivered, or preſerved : be- 
#auſc God hath ſome good fruit, to come from the ir curſed loyues. How- 
ever, thou canſt not look to live many years. The Reven, the Phenix, 
the Elephexr, che Lyon, and the Hart, fulfill their hundred yeares : But 
mag ſeldomg lives $0 four ſcore, and thou art drawing towards it. 
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How to become n%althy and: Ha. 237 
Beſides the laſt moneth of the great yeare of the N ul; is come upon usz 
we are deep in December, And that day of the Lord ſhall come as 4 
thief in the night, for wen thou ſhalt ſay peare and ſafety, then ſhall com 
upon thee ſudden deſtruction, as the travel upon a woman with 
and thou ſhalt not eſcape as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Theff. 5. 2,3. 
That nothing is more certain chen death, nothing more uncertain 
the houre thereof : That this only is ſure ; that there js:nothing! ſurt 
here below, and that if we were owners of more land, then ever the De- 
vil proffered ro Chriſt ; yet when death ſhall knock ar our deorzno more 
can becalled ours, then the ground weare put ine; needs ud more proof 
then experience, See, Pſal, 37.35, 36. But n 
Ninthly and laſtly, a godly mans deſires, arc fixed upon the riches of 
the winde; which being once had, can xever be loft. The" which Sa int 
Auguſtine only counted true riches, The wiſe and godly ate bf Pythago- 
ras his minde : who being asked why he cared no more for riches ? an- 
ſwered, I deſpiſe thoſe riches, which by expending ate waſted and loſt ; 
and with ſparing, will ruſt and rot. They are of Stilpons judgment, who 
uſed to ſay; All that is truly mine, I carry with me, They deſire nor {6 
much, to lay ap treaſure for — Tree but to lay up for themſelvs 
ix Heaven, as their Lord and Maſter hath commanded them, Matth. 6. 
19,20, What ſaith the Apoſtle? Let not covetouſneſs be once named 4 
mozg Saints, Epbeſ. 5. 3. As if that world, which many prefer before 
Heaven; were not worth talking of, + _ h ES 
All worldly things are but lent us, qur houſes of ſtone wherein cur bodies 
dwell, our houſes of clay wherein our ſouls dwell, are but lext ws ; bonowrs, 
pleaſures, treaſures, mbney, muintenance, wives;children, ffiends; t but 
lent ws : we may ſay of them all, as he ſaid bf the Ua-bradmbexit fell 
into the water; 2 Kings 6. 3. Alaſt; they art but borrowed, "Only ſpititual 
graces are given; ot thoſe things there is only azyve donation , whereot 
there is a true poſſeſi91.4.01/dly things are but as i Ta lern acieʒa moveable; 
bea ven is a manſion, | i ' 0 7 
No put all che ſe together, and they will ſufficiently ſhew; that lie 
is 4 fool or 4 mad man; that prefers not ſpiritu al richet, (which are 
ſubject to none of theſe caſualties) befote temporal and tranſitory,” , 
And ſo at. lenght I have ſhewn'you what is ig not., aud hat it is tu 
be rich. And 1 convinced. rke worldling; that the richeſt ate not 
«lwayes the happieſt: Yea; are the moſt miſerable; who. ſwim 
in wealth, wanting grace and Gods bleſſing upon what chey da 'e 
while that man is incomparably happy; to whom God in his love ad. 
favour, giveth only a cothpetency of carthly things, and the bleſſing of 
— _ * be —_ for the ſame, * — ng 
tore. I will new in of ny promi ictua int you ow of poor; 
melancholy and miſcrablesyou erleben, and ew]. OE 
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CHAP, XXVIII. 


He which I chal do from then ud of Cad. Nor need it ſeem ſtrãge, 
dat far the improving of mens our and eſtates, I preſcribe them 
res and directions from chenct: For would we be inſtrufted in any 
neceflary truth, whether ir be 
. i134 

| The God, 
a AH The (burch, | 
concer- > Common-wedth, 
ning Pur neighbours and friends, 
Our private families, 
Our ſelves, 
Or be ir touching 


' Temporal 

civil | 

Ur, = 
Fternal 


Our J Souls, 
Bodies, 
Names, 
Eftates, * 

[ Poſterities, * 


We need but have recourſe to the written ord. For that alone is a M- 
gaxine of all necdful provifien, a ſtore-houſe of all good inftru#ions, 
And let a man ſtudy Machiavel, and all the Machiauihans , and State- 
politicians that ever wrote; he can add nothi „or nothing of worth to 
what may be collected thence, touching this ſubject. Wherefore, if any 
of poor would become rich, let him uſe the means which tend thereuntoy 
obſerve and follow thoſe Rules and Directions, which God hath preſeri- 
bed and apppinted in bis mord, which are principally fiz ; For as the 
Throne. of. Solomon: was mounted unto by fix ſtairs : ſo is this Palace of 
Plenty and: Riches aſcended unto, by fix ſtens ſet upon this ground already 
laid. For L ſind in the Word, ſex infallible wayes to herome rich; or ſix ſorts 


of men, hom G hath promiſed to bla with riches, and all outward 
 » 12, TheGodh, ,.;/ 4 The Humble, 

2 Ihe Liberal, $- ' The Jaduſftrions, | 
3 The Thankfsl, ©... 6 The Krug. 
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theſe are che ma in beads, unto which I will draw all, I ſhall ſay upon 
this Partition, or Diviſon. | | 


CHAP. XXIX, 


; Irſt, if any of poor would become rich, let him become religious: 


for Godlineſs bath the promiſes of this life , as well as of the life to 

come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. Vea, all remporallbleſſings that can be named, 
are promiſed to the godly, and their ſeed; and to them only as both rhe 
Old and New Teftament does plainly and plentifully prove. As for in- 
ſtance in Deuteronomy the 28th, God hath promifed; that if we will 
bearken diligently unto bis waite,obſerve and do all his Commandements, and 
walk in bis wayes, we ſhall be bleſſed in the city, aud bleſſed in the field, 
bleſſed in our going forth, and in dur comming home, bleſſed in the fruit bf 


' exrbodies, and in the fruit of ourground, and in the fruit of pur cattel,the 


increaſe of our kine, and the flocks of our el That he will hieß us in 
our ſtore-houſes, and in al that we ſet our hands unto ; and Wake us pley- 
tiful in all good things: and that we ſhall have where with to lend unto ma- 
vy, — remeny Verſe 1, co 15th. and C 725 1, to 19th.” To which 
may be added many the like places; Ns, Bleſſel u the man that ſtarath the 
Lord, and delighteth greatly in bis commaudements—weblth and richet ſhalt 
be in his houſe, Pſal. 112. Verſe i, to ch. uit os the Lord, und keep bis 
way, and be will exalt thee to inherit the land,” Pſal. 37.34. The Lord will 
will- hold no good yu from them that walk urig bey, 1 .Delight 
thy ſelf in the Lord, and be fhall givethee the bears deſire, &t. Plal, 37, 
307. Fear ye the Lord, ye hi Saints : for nothing wantethto them thay 
fear him, The Lions do lack, and ſuffer hunger, bu they that ſeek the 
Lord, ſhall want nothing that ; good, Pſal. 34.9, l. Whatſorvtr we ach, 
we receive of bim: becauſe we keep bis commandements,and do thoſethings 
which ave pleaſing in his fight y 1 John'3.12,WHit rare and precious pro 
miſes arerheſe ? to I might add very many of Jike nature,” A] 


which David had the experience of, who tels us that he greatly r 12 
the ftrength and ſalvation of the Lord , and the Lord gave lin bis beats 
deſire, and did nor with-hold the repueſt of bis bps : Yen, be pibuemtid bin 
with the bleſſings of goodneſs, and ſet a crown of gold upon hi head, Pſal, 
21.1,2,3,4;'Andthe'like of Abrabam, and Lot, and Fob, anid'Solomon, 
Let us frſ feu the Kingdom of God, and 'hisrighteaiſneſ , and all other 
things ſhall be mini ſtred unto ws, or come in as it were upott the gain, 
as our Saviour hath aſſured us, Matth. 6.3 3. Talis ef ille qui in Chriſta 
credit, die qua credidiz , qualis vile qui umverſum legem implevit; ſaich 
Hierom, We have a livery and feiſhn; of all the preciqus promiſes, both in 
the Law and G0, in the firft moment of out faith, Lei, even an 
carneft, and partly a poſſeſſion of Heaven 7 ſelf: Zybeſ.z.6. Neither 
2 2 * 
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are theſo promiſes made only to the obedient themſelves:-burriches, and 
all earchly bleſlings are entailed upon their ſeed alſo, Pſal. 112. His ſeed 
r night upon earth, the generation of the righteous ſhall be bleſſed, 

erſe 2,3. | 
N cr is riches,and outward proſperity promiſed to the godly, and their 
ſecd as others uſually en joy them, that in, ſingle and barely, but they have 
a promiſe of them, with a ſupply and addition of all other good mice 
chat may make them eyery way happy, as that their proſperity ſhall be 
durable and lafling, That with riches they ſhall haye credit, honour , and | : 


promotion with long life added. That they ſhall be happy and pro- 
Her in all they have or de: as having God their Protector, who with 
| corn bs ſaid to compaſs them about on every ſide, Pſal. 3 2. 10. That they 
ſhall be freed from all fears and dangers, and obtein victory over all their 
enemies; together with death, hel, and the devil. That they ſhall be 
reed from the Law, and likewiſe from n, and the penalty thereof. 
That they ſhall have peace external, internal, eternal. And joy, even the 
ey of the bely Ghoſt : which is both glorious, and unipeakable, That they 
hall not only perſevere, but alſo grow in grace, and true wiſdom, Thar 
all things whatlocyer, ſhall make for their good. That both their perſons 
aud performances (ſpall be good and acceptable; which before were wicked 
and ahominable. That by = prayer of Jajth , they ſhall obtein of God, | 
_ whatſoever they ſhall ach in Chrifts Name, and according to his word, And 
in fine, all other good things, that can be named; whether temporal, ſpiri- 
tual, or eternal: are by the promiſe of God entailed , upon them that love 
bim, ran bus commandements, and upon their ſeed , as I could plenti- | 
Fu 12 id moſt cafily prove, were it pertinent to the matter in hand, Nor 
1s all this as God hath promiſed to thoſe that ſerve him, ſar great a 
matter compararively; as tharwe need wonder at ĩt, or once queſtion the 
Yame.;-For If he ſpared not his own Son, but delivered bim to death for us; 
how ſhalt be net with him freely, give is all things alſo ? Rom. f. 3 1,32. 
Iz is the, Apoſtles argument. Great, yea, too tent things. are they tor 
us do receive; bur not too great, for the great and good God of Heaven 
and earth to give: all the fear is on our part, wherker we be ſuch to 
e e is made. For all Gods promiſes are conditional, And 
though of theſe outward good things, he ha th promiſed abundance: yet 
| is upon the condition of faith and obedience : as appearsby all the 
fore · mentioned places ; ſo that if we be not want ing in out duty, and o- 7 
bedience to God; God will not be wanting in any goed thing to us: Nor 
gan we look that God ſhould make good bis promiſes , if we make them 
yoid, by not obſerying the condition, as that we may do by our diſtruſt- 
ing him. If we will not dare to tiuſt God upon his promiſe ſo.cophgently 
a3 we would a friend, or ſome great man chat is able and honcſt. 


Be- 
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Bekides; the Lord hath promiſed , that there ſhall be no want ts them 


that fear hinz and that no good thing will be with-hold , from tbem that 
- walk uprigbtiy, Pſal. 34.9. & $4.11 Where obſerve two things, there ſhall 
be no want to ſuch, and ſuch ſhall want no good thing: ſo chat he muſt 


be ſuch an one, to whom the promiſe is made; and he muſt alſo be ſure, 


chat it is good for him, which is promiſed, Bur oftentimes it is not good, 
td 


for a man to abound with earthly bleſſings: as firong drinke is not 
for weake brains. Yea, if any thing be wantiug to a good man, he may 


be ſure it is not good for him: and then better that he doth want it, them 


that he did enjoy ir, and what wiſe man will complain of the want ot 


chat, which if he had, would prove more hurtful then gainful to him? as 


a ſword to a mad man, a knife to a childe, driake to them that have a Fo- 


ver,; or the Dropſe. No good thing will God with-hold, &c. and there- 


fore not wants themſclyes, which to many are alſo good yea, very good 
things, as I could reckon up many: want ſanctiſied, 4 not 


is & notable means 
to bring to repentance, to work in us amendment of life, it ftirs up to pray- 


er, it weans — the love of the world, it keeps us always prepared for the 
ſpiritual combate, diſcovers whether we be true believers or bypocnites, pre- 


wents'greatey evils of fin and puniſhment to come; It makes us humble, con- 
formable to Chriſt our bead, increaſeth our ſaith, aur joy and thankſulneſſe, 
our ſpiritual wiſlom, and like wife our parience,as I have largely ſhewen 
in The Bexefic of Aſfliction. 1 
- Tocoonclude, All good things were created for the good and there- 
fore are they called goods; becauſe the good God created them for good 
men to do good withal, Therefore as Jacob got the bleſſing, ſo he gat che 

bleſſing, io 


3nberitance alſorco ſhew that as the faithful have the inwardb 
they have the outward bleſſing too; when they will do them good, 
cauſe them to do good. Vea, in this caſe, even as the ſhesffs tell before 
Ruth: ſo riches ſhall fall in our way, as they did to Abrabam, and Lor, 
and Jacob, and Fob, and Zoſeph, upon whom riches were caſt they knew 
not how; but as if Gd had onely ſaid, Be rich; and they were rich 
ſtraight. But that this is the true and only way to wealth and happineſs, 
needs no more proof then that which is recorded of Solomon 1 Kings 3. 
2 chrox. 1. where the Lord appearing to him in a dream, ſaid, Ai what 
I ſhall give thee. And he asking only an underſtanding heart, to diſcern 
berween good and evil; that he might the better diſcharge that great flace, 
whereunto God bad called him; wherein Gods glory, and the peoples good, 
was his p:izcipal aime and end: Heare what the Lords anſwer is, Becauſe, 
this was in thine heart, and thou baſt net asked riches, wealth or honour, vor 
the liſe of thine anemes,neithcr yet haſt asked long lije , but haſt ashed wiſ- , 
dom and knowledge forthy ſelf, that thou mighteft judge my people, er 


whom I have made thee Ring: wiſdom and knowledge is gramed unte 


thee; and 1 will give thee riches, & wealth and honour, ſuch as none of the 
Kings 
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_Kjngs haus had that haue beex beforethet, neither ſhall there « thee 
.beve the lihe, & c. Vea, ho was ſo ſurpaſſing 1 he gave po Fe- 
 r»ſalem as ſtones, aud gave Cedars as the wilde pg-trees that grow abun- 
Adly in the plain, 1. King. 10. 37, 2 Chron,t,z to 13, 14, 15. Lo, che true 
my to wealth, honour, and happineſs, is; to deſine grace, that we may glo- 
rifig God, and de good : forclecring whereof, Ile give you a ſimilitude, 
A max. ſpies a fair apple.on a tree, hath a longing deſire to it; where- 
upon he falls a ſhaking the tres wick all his might: ar length it not 
only comes domn, bur many other come down to him together with 
i. 
And ſa much to prove, that the way to become rich, is firſt to became 
godly. If any fhall ask why the godly are not alwayes, nor oft rich, 
notwithſtanding theſe promiſes? I anſwer, that God not ſeldom with- 
holds theſe ourward bleſlings , from his own people in grear love, only 
affording them all things that tbey have an, Our heavenly Father, 
wha knows us better then we know our ſelves, and what is good and fir 
for us, (even as the Nurſe knows better then the childe, andthe Phyſscian 
better then the Patient; ) knows too well, how apt we ate to theſe 
his mercies; and tckat we cannot abound with carthly bleſſings, but we 

ow proud and ſurftit of them: as we ſee Solomox himſelf did, who was 
the wiſeſt (next to Adam in his innocency) that ever lived: and likewiſe 
how happy ir is for them, to be kept ſhort, And when the All-wiſetGod 
docs fore-ſcc, that men will ſetye him as the Prodigal ſon ſerved his fa- 
ther who only prayed untill he bad got his patrimeny , and then. forſook 
lim, and ſpentthe ſame in riot to the givers diſhonour; even as the cloud 
that is lifted up, and advanced by the Sun obſcures the gun. In this caſe 
he either denies them riches in mercy , as he denied Saint Paul in his 
ſuit, 2 cor. 1 2.8, 9. Aud our Saviour himſelf, Matth. 26. 39. Or grants them 
their riches in wrath, Hoſea 13. 11. Pſal. 106. 1 f. of which [ have ly 
ſpalen in the foregoing pages, where I have declared how miſerable they 
ate, who ſwim in wealth, wanting grace, and Gods bleſſag upon what 
they do peſſeſſe. Pi. | | 

This is the firſt and main ſtep to riches, and the next x lite unto it, viz, 
bounty and liberality ta the poor members of Feſus chriſt. For, 


CHAP. XXX. 


Zeondly, He that would be a rich man, let him be a merciful man, and 

do good with what God hath already given him, be it never ſo little. 

Dor there is net a more ſure and infallible way, to increaſe and mul- 

tiply a mans outward eſtate, then in being charirable to the poor, if we 

will believe Gods word. As what faith our Saviour? Give aud it [ball 

be gen unto you, good meaſure , preſſed down,and ſhaken together, _ 
ru 


ie 
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running over ſhall men give into your 'boſome ,, Luke 6.38, Nlarch. 7.2. 
Mark 4.24. In which regard , it may be truly ſaid : Eleemoſynn nou eff 
diuitiarum difpendium , ſed diteſcendi potins compendium queſtuſque 5- 
mnium uberrimus, And to this accords that place in the Proverbs, There 
is that ſcattereth, and is more increaſed > but he that ſpareth more then is 
right , ſhall ſurely come to poverty, Proverbs 11. 24. The liberal perſon 
ſhall have plenty, and be that watereth, ſhall alſo have rain, Verſe 25. And 
the like in the Pſalms, wealth and riches ſball be inthe houſe of him, thas 

bath compaſſion of, and your to the poor, Pſal.112, 3, to 10. Sechere 

| howbountyisrhebeft and ſureſt way. to plexzy, But notable to this pur- 
poſe is that, Prov. 28. 27. He that giveth to the poor, ſhall not lack. A 
rare and incomparable priviledge never to want. And yet this is a bay 
gaiz of Gods own making. Plenty ſhall furniſh the table, where cha- 

zity 8ahes away , and gives to the poor, He hath fparſed abroad, (ſayes 

the Pſalmiſt ) and given to the poor, - bis olence remaineths 
for ever. , Pſal.112.9, He hath alwayes te give, that hath a free 
and bounriful heart to give, ſayes Saint Bernard, And of this the 

Iſaiah does aſſure us, The liberal man (ſayes he) deviſetl 

liberal things; and by liberality be ſhall fland, Iſaiah 32.8, Aman would 

think, he ſhould rather fall by being ſo liberal & bountiful: bur this is the 
right courſe to thrive, and hold out. Nor was it ever known, that God 
ſuffered a merciful and bountiful man to want; ordering bis affairs with 

{' diſcretion, Pſal.112,5, Bur you have not heatd a tiche of theſe promiſes: 

for the Scriptures no leſſe abound in them, then ſilver did in the dayes of 

Solomon e of which only a few more, for 1 had rather pref you with 

weight, then oppreſſe you with number of arguments, What ſaith the 

1 Prov. 3. Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and with the ir ft- 

fruits of all thine increaſe: ſo ſhall thy barns be filed with abundance, 

and thy preſſes ſhall burſt with new wine, Verſe 9, 10. In which regard, 
whhart is this way expended, may be likened to gold the beſt of metals : 

of which experience teacheth, that the #hird pars of a grain, will gild a 

wyre of 134 foot long; Or rather torhoſe loaves and fiſhes in the Go ſpel: 

for as they did increaſe and multiply, even while they were diſtribuuing: 
ſo do our riches (and indeed all other giſts.) Even out of that which che 
band reucheih to the mouth, ir ſelf is #onriſhed, 

And thus you ſec, that (if either Old or New Teſtament be true) not 
gering, bur giving is the true and ready way to abundance, That to give 
in chis caſe, is che wayto bave ; that parſimony, is no good hubandry : 
& that we are the richer for disbwſing. Which makes Chryſoftome ſay, that 
the gain ſulleſt Art is ir. And hence it is, that the Seriprave 
compares Almſyiving, to fowing of ſeed, 2 Cor. 9. 5. be thut ſoweath ſa | 
ringly ,, ſhall reap ſparingly : but he thas ſoweth bountifully , ſhall alſo 
reap bountifully; The Apoſtle compares giving to ſowing”, to note 
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- unto us the great gain, and advantage that commeth thereby, for 
who knoweth not what gain 4 good busbandman , bath by his ſow-' 
ing? He cafteth bis ſeed into the ground, and only forbeareth it a few 
, and when the ſeaſon comes, he reaps. a harveſt of thirty, ſourty 
or an hundred for one increaſe. And the like of lending or putting money 
to intereſt : to which the Scriptures alſo compare ir, Prov. 19. Pſal.zy, He 
who bath pitty on the poor, lendeth unto the Lord: and that which he bath 
iven, will be repay him ag ain, Prov. 19. 17. The Lord is content, to achnow- 
ledge bimſelf the charitable mans debtor, Yea, by our liberality to the 
poor, eur moſt gracious Redeemer , acknowledgeth himſelf gratified | 
aud ingaged;as himſclf docs moſt freely and fully acknowledge, Matth. 
25-1 was an hungry and ye gave me meat, &. And for as much as yt have 
done it unto the leaſt of theſt my bretbren ye have done it unto me, Vetſe 38, 
36,40. The poor mans band, is ( brifts Treaſury or Bank ; as one fly calls 
it, and by putting thereinto, a man becomes a Creditor to his Saviour. 
Neither will he pay or recompence us, as we do our creditors : For as 
uftine well notes; what we receive, by way of return , is nat ten for 
an hundred, or an hund red for ten, but ax hundred for one, yea, a thouſand 
thouſand for one; an hundred for one here in this world, and in the world 
to come life everlaſting, together with a Ringdon, even an immortal, e- 
ternal Kingdom of glory and happigelic in beaver, which is not to be va- 
lucd with ten — 2 worlds. 9 

Ann why all this ? but in recompence of feeding, clothing axd viſiting, 
bu poor brethren, and members, when they were deſtitute. Where note but 
cke incomparable, and inſinite difference, between the receit and the re- 
turm: as, y the unmeaſurable meaſure of our Saviours bounty | And how | 
happy is that man, that may become a crediter to bis Saviour. heaven 
and earth ſhall be empty, before he ſhall want a royal payment. 

Wherefore hearke n to this, all you ſelf-lovers, that ate only for your 
own ends: Do you indeed love your ſelves ? and your ſoxls ? would 
you be rich indeed, and that both here and bereafter ? then be chazitable 
to the poor, even to the utmoſt of your ability: for this giving is not 
only ax att of charity, bur alſo of chriſtian policie: fince we thall not 
only receive our own again, but the ſame alſo with great increaſc : for as 
it fared with the widow of Sarepta, whoſe bandful meal and cruſe of 
oil with which ſhe relieved the Prophet; the more ſhe — the more it iu 
creaſed, and the more ſhe had; ſe ſhall this precious oil, beſtowed on the 
ou for chriſts ſake, be returned upon our heads in great meaſare, a 

ome that I could name can ſay , out of admirable experience , and o- 
thers ſhould finde, would they but ſo far forth believe the Lord, as ton 
bis: Which makes Saint Auguſtine ſay , That the charitable man is ibs | 
greateſt A ſurer in the world, _ 

I know this is ſuch a paradox to miſers, and men of the world z chat 

10 
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nothing ſeems io them mere abſurd and ridiculous: whatzperſwade them 
that giving away their goods, is the way ito increaſe them ? You muſt 
make me a fool (will ſuch an one ſay) before I can believe it, and theres 
in he {peaks truer then he is aware of: for theſe are the very words of 
St. Paxl; He that will be wiſe , let him become à fool that he may be wiſe, 
1 Cor. 3.18, The wiſdom of God i jooliſhneſs with the world: and ſo 
the wiſdom of the world fealſÞnef with God, 1 Cor. 2. 14. & 3.19, 

To carnal reaſon it is as unlikely a thing, as that Which h told 
to the Riag of Iſract , 2 Kings . that whereas the Famine as ſo great 
in Samariu one day that mothers act their own children: yet the next day 
there ſhould be ſuch plenty, that a meaſure of fine flower ſhauld be ſal 
for a ſoeohle, and two menſurcs of barley for a ſheckle As improbable, as 
that Abraham ſhould have. a. ſon, bing almoft an hundred years old; and 
Sarah pa gil - bearing. As impoſſible, as that Lax arus ſnau ld again ue, 
aſter as was R dead, buried, and ſlan te again. Vet as unlikely, impro- 
bable, and impoſſible as they ſeemed to be: yet they came to paſs, and 
God dd dt break bis promiſe , nor diſappdint the hopes of ſuch as had 
the yx and grace to conſide in bim : no more will he in thiscaſe,which is 
by fat the eaſier to be performed, And hat though carnall mindes 
(like chat Woble-wan, h mas trodden'te death in the gate of. Samaria, 
for his inc eduliiy) will not belicve, yer truth is truth, as well when it is 
not a6knowledged, as when it is, . 

And'1:with men would rake heed of anbelief and giving God the 
lie : for , as there is nothing he ſo abhors, as that his i houſhold ſer» 
vants ſhould net dare to truſt him, as we may ſee in that example of the 
Noble aum, K ing. 17, 24, & likewiſe in thoſe Iſaelites, Pſal. 28. when 
they ſaid can God furniſb a table intbe v ilderne? He ſmotethe Rock that 
the waters guſhed o ut, and the ſtreams ovcrflewed; but can he g ve bread 
alſo? Cen he provide fleſh for his people ? Tes, he could and did it, to their 
ſmall comfort that made the exception. For becauſe they believed not ia 
God, and truſted net in his ſalvation, the fire of the Lord burnt among them, 
and conſumed them. He gave them fleſh , even quailes in bis wrath, until 
they were choaked, Pſal;78.10, ro 38. and, Numb. 11. 33,34. But admic 

God ſhauld not anſwer thy greedy defire, in multiplying thy eſtate: 
yer if he do that which is better for thee, vi x. give thee a competency to- 
her with a more contented mindethen new thou haſt, or ever woulsſt 
ave, wort thou asrich as craſſus: would it be ever the worſe, or hadſt 
thou any cauſe to complain ? no, but greatly to rejoyce, as I have ſhewn 
in the foregoing part. 

Wherefore truſt God with Abraham, who above hope believed unde 
| hope, Rom. 4. 18, to 22, For Faith is to God, as Bathſheba was to Solomons 
ſo in favour, chat the King will deny her nothing that good is, 

This ia che ſecond mans, which God hath * for the improve 

ment 
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ment of our outward eſtates: or the ſecond ſtep to riches and all out” 
ward pro ſperity, viz. bounty and liberality to the poor. 
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＋ third and fourth are thanłfulneß, and humility; which are no 


way inferiour to the former, 

Thankfulueß and humility are the only means to enrich us with 
Gods bleſſings: but pride and untbankfulneſs,is the only way to make God 
withdraw, and take from us both himſelf , and hit —_—_ cons the 
King of Aſſyria ſaid, By the power of mine arme have I done it, and by my 
wiſdom, for I am prudent : therefore, ſaith the Lord, I have removed the 
borders of the people, aud have ſpoiled their treaſures, and bave pulled dawn 
the Inhabitants like a valiant man, Iſay 10.13, AÆſeps Crow net content 
with her own likeneſſe, borrowed a feather of every bird; and ſhe became 
ſo proud, that ſhe ſcorned them all: which the birds obſerving,they came 
and pluckt each one their feather back, and ſo left her xaked : even ſo does 

God deal with all proud and ingrateful perſons, 
There is nothing more pleaſing to God, nor profitable to us; both 
for the procuring of the good we want, or continuing the good. we have; 
then humility and thankfulneſs : Yea, to the humble and thankful ſoul, no- 


thing ſhall be wanting. God will ſowe there, and there only , plemy of his 


bleſſings ; where he is ſure ts reap plenty of thanks and ſervice: but who 
will ſowe thoſe barren ſan”s, where they are ſure not only ro be without 
all hope of a good harveſt, but are ſure to loſe boih theirſeed and labour. Yer 
fools as we are, we forfeit many of Gods favsurs, for not paying that 
eaſie quit-rent of thankſulneſ,, | 

Ingratitude forfeits mercies, as Merchants do all to the Ring, by not pay- 
Ing of cuſtome. Becauſe Pharaoh ſaith, The River is mine own , therefore 
God ſaith, I will dry up the River, Ezek. 29.3, to 13. Iſaiah 19.5, 6. Deut. 
11.9, 10. Tamberlain having overcome Bajaxet , he asked him whether 
he had ever given God thanks, for making him ſo great an Emperour ? 
he confeft ingenuouſly , he had never thought of it; to whom Tamber- 
lain replyed, that it was no marvel ſo ingrateful a man, ſhould be made 
ſuch a ſpectacle of miſery. ben i he people ſougbt themſelves only, and how 
to have their houſes ceiled and ſumptuous , neglefting the houſe of God 
and his honour , thus it jared with them: Ye have ſowen much, and 
have reaped little; and he that earneth wages, carneth wages to put it into 
a bag with holes. Te looked for much, and lo it came to little: and when 
ge brought it home, I did blow upon it. I called for a drought upon the 
land, and upox all that it bringeth forth; and upon all the labour of the 


hands, & g. Again, when they ſought Gods glory, and were — 
mar 


— 


| 
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mark the difference: even from this very day will I bleft you, ſaith God, 
Hag. r. 4. to 12& 2,18,19. He that is unthankful for a little, is worthy 
of nothing : whereas thanks for one good turn, is the beſt introduction 
to another. Holy David was a man after Gods own heart, and therefore 
he ever mixeth with his prayers praiſes, Bleſs the Lord, in ſaul,ſayes he, 
and forget not all bis benefits, Pſal. 103.2. And being of a publick ſpiri, 
he diſcovers the ſecrets of this Skill, as when he ſaith, Let the people praiſe 
thee, I Goa, let all the people praiſe thee : then ſhall the earth bring jorth her 
increaſe, and God, ven our God, ſhall give us bis bleßing, Pſal.67.5,6,7. 
Wherefore be not like the Swine, that feeds upon the Acorns, without 
ever looking to the Oake; from whence they fall. Or the Horſe, that 
drinks of the Brook,and never thinks of the Spriyg. Yea,fince God is the 
fountain, from which all our enjoyments flow; let this be our continual 
determination: He hath giver us all the grace, good, and happineß we 
bave; and we will give him all the poſſible thanks,and honour we can, Yea, 
teach us, 4 Lo, to receive the benefit of thy merciful favour, and to re- 


turm thee the thanks, and the glory. 


And the like of Humility, Bl:fſed are the meek (ſaith our Saviour) for 
they ſhall inherit the earth, Matth. 5. 5. The reward of humility , and the 
fear of God, is riches, and honour,and life, Prov,22.4. If there be a bol- 
low in 4 valley lower then another, thither the waters gather; And the 
more lowly we are in onr own eyes, the more lovely we are in Gods: 
the more deſpicable in our ſelves , the more acceptable in him, as is 
ſcen in the example of the Publican , Luke 18, 13, 14. And 
the Prodigal, Luke 15. 18, 19, c. Nor can any thing make us 
more acceptable to God, then the conſcience of our on unworthineſs: 
when with Facob we can ſay, O Lord, I an not worthy of the leaſt of all 
the mercies, which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant : For with my ſtaff 1 
paſſed over this Fordane , and now I am become two bands, Gen. 32. 10. 
When with the Publicax we can confeſſe, I am not worthy to lift up nine 
eyes to heaven, Luke 18.13, 14. And with the Prodigal, I am not worthy 
to be called thy ſon, Luke 15. And with the Centurion, I am not wonthy 
thou ſhonldeft come under my roof, Luke 7.6, And with Jobn Baptiſt, and 
Saint Paul, the like, I am not worthy, I am not worthy. This is the way to 
obte in what we would have at the hands of God : who reſiſteth the proud, 
but giveth grace to the bumble, Jam. 4. C, to. Prov. 29.23. & 15.33. & 18.12. 
nato him will I look , ſaith the Lord, even to himthat is poor, and of a 
coxtrite ſpirit; und that trembleth at my words, Iſaiah 57.15, Ne bath fil- 
— — hungry with good things , but the rich be hath ſent empty away, 

uke 1.52,53- 

So that if thou expecteſt to have Go bleſs and proſper thee, then be- 
ware thou forgetteſt not, at whoſe coſt thou liveſt : Beware , [iſt when 
thou haſt eaten and art full, and when thy berds and thy flocks *, 
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and thy ſlver, and thy gold. is increaſed, and all that thou haſt it inlarged; 
thine heart be lifted up, aud thou. forge! the Lord thy God; and then ſay in 
thine heart, My power, and the might of mine band bath got me this 
wealth: but on the contrary, Remember that it is the Lord thy God, that 
bath given thee po wer to get wealth , and that it is only bis-bleſſivg that 
makes rich, This is Gods own counſel fer home with a very ſtrict charge 
to all that have not a minde to periſh, Deut. 28. 10, to 20. 

Many are the examples I might give you, of ſuch as have been un- 
done by their pride, while Saul was litile in his own eyes, God made him 
bead over the twelve Tribes of Iſrael, . him abundance ; but when 
ont of bis greatneſs, be abuſed bis place and gifts, God took them all away 
again. And ſo it had like to have fared with Hexetiah, when he but be- 
gan to be puffed up with the wealth, and precious things that God had 
given him, 2 Kings 20.12, to 19. Bur moſt remarkable is he 
of Nebuchad ue xar; who when he aſcribed all to himſelf;fa 
this great Babel which I have buil: , with the might of per, and for 
the glory of my majeſty ? was preſently deprived of his Kingdem, and all 
that he bad, and ſent to graze with the beaſts : but when he was humbled 
tothe very ground, acknowledped rhe Author, and afcribed all to the 
God of heaven, he had his Kingdom, and all clic reſtored unto him, 
Dan.4, The way to obte in any benefit, is to acknowledge the Authour, 
and devote it in our hearts to the glory of that God, of whom we 
receive all: For by this means, ſhall God both pleaſure bis ſervants, 
and honour bimſelf, And indeed, that he may be henoured by our 
wiſdom, viches, graces ; is the only end, for which he gives us ro 
be wiſe, rich, gracious. And who hach more intereſt in the grape, then he 
that planted the Vine? Who more right to the crop, then he that oweth 
the ground, and ſoweth the ſeed? Therefore, Let not the wiſe man 
glory in bis wiſdom, nor the ſtroug man in his ſtrength , nor the rich man in 
bis riches, Jer. 3. 23. For we have not only rece ived our talents from God, 
bur the improvement alſo is his meer bounty, Of him, and through bim, 
and for him, are al things : to whom be glory, for ever, Amen. Ram. 11.33, 


6, 
And ſo much of the fourth tan to grow rich, 
CHAP, XXXII. 


Iſthly, the next meant, which God in his u hath appointed to this 
Fe. labour and induſtiy in ſome lawful calling: for it is the heal iag 
of the brain, ot the ſweating of the brow, not the bare talk of the lips, 
or defirt of the heart, that makes rich,accordingtothe common Proverb, 
wifhers und woulders are ſeldom or never good bouſhotders. The idle perſon, 


ſayes Solomon, ſball be clothed with rags : «nd the ſiuggards pooeity cm 
| et 
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7 
maketh | 
Prov. 10.4. & 12,27, The Greeks have a ſaying, That — — 
painſulneß, and chat all things are made ſervants to cart, and induſtry, 
caius Furius, by his painful dexterity, and imwearied labour, got more 
means out of one ſmall field, then his neigbourt out of many great ones 2 
whereupon he was accuſed to the Magiſtrate, as it by witchcraft, he had 
conveyed thecors of other ment ground, into bis 6wn; but he came with all 
his goodly r4ſtical inflruments, with his flrong and lufly daughter , and his 
wl jed Oxen, and ſpake thus to the Judges: See, my Lords, theſe be my 
wilchcraſts aud ſorcerics; but I cannot ſhew you my watchings and ſweat- 
ings;which being donc and ſpoken, he was preſently abſolved by the ſen- 
rence of all. Whence the Apoſile exhorts the Epheſiavs , to labour in 
their ſeveral callings, if they would have ſufficient fer chemſclves, and 
wherewith ro help others. And this makes Solomon, in praifing the ver- 


| Twas woman for ber bounty , note that ſhe works willingly with ber hands, 
and that ber candle was not put aut by night, Prov. 31. 10, to 31. And Samt 


Luke the like of Dorcas, her pains and induſtij in making coats and gar- 
ments, Acts 9.36,39. b 

And what but Ialeneſt makes ſo many beggers, and baſe perſons? It is 
the moſt corrupting Fly, that can blow in any humane minde: We learn to 
do ill, by doing what is next it, voi hing. Whence it is chat vice ſo fructiſiet, 
in our Gentry and Servingmen : who have nothing to employ them- 
ſelves in, for they only fit lo eat aud drink, lie down to fleep, and riſe up 
to play; this is all their bubacſs , and this brings thouſands of chem to 
beggery or worſe. 

Be therefore painſul, and indurious in thy calling : and God will un- 
doubtedly proſper and repleniih thee, with the good things of chis lite, 
This is another ſtc p. | 

CHAP, XXXIII. e 


Ixthly,if thou woulde ſt thrive and grow rich, then be ftugal and rhrif- 
tyin ſpending : For thrift (which is a due ſaving from ſinful, asd 
accdleſs expences) and a wary husbanding of wht we get, hath 
made as many rich men, as painful getting. 1 
It is our Saviours ruie, ſo to diſpoſe ot chat plenty which God in his 
goodneſs bath beſtowed upon us, that nothixg be lofi, John 6.12, And 
 isarule, which all good men wil: be ſure to obſerye ; For 
He who gets what he hath juſtly, 
Payes what he owes duly, 
Requites favours received thankſully, 
Conſiders the caſc of the poor cordially, 
will not, yea dares not ſpend prodigally, 
Let means come in never ſo pleyiiſully. 
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— yer he of Albmen, is ſure of a laſting competency, Prov. 28. 27. Jam · 
4.4, to 10. 7 7 & 
Fragaliiy, ſayes Fuſline, is the mother of vertuet. Bur an expen- 
five man ( wharloever his gettings be) by waſting, and overlaſhing 
of his eſtate is ſure not to thrive, - As it fared with that Captain in 
Tully ; who was not à peny the richer, for that huge ſumme of money 
tives him, becauſe he had done with it, as a ned max would do with 
the Nuts that he gathers ; carry them all away in bis belly, for lack» of 
ets. And this the Poets inſinuate, by their luſty Giant Briartus: 
- who had nothing to ſnew, of all his comings in; becanſe his fifty bellies 
did conſume the gettings of his hundred bands, All the labour of that man 
or Moxiter, was for his mouth; and did ſlide through his throat. 
. Devorat os or, quicquid lucratur os offs. 
| To want and waſte, differ but in time, 
A poor man hath no riches, a prodigal ſhall have none. The Veſſel that 
runneth out unduly, will be empty, when men come to draw out ot it: ſo 
vill the ſtare be, if we let ir leak like a crackt veſſel: But hat che dif- 
ference is, betwixt a wiſc and prudent frugality, and a vain expence af 
Gods benefirs, we may learn from, Cen. 42, &c. where notwithſtanding 
the ſeven years of famine, Egypt had corn enough, when all other Conn- 
were without, and the people ready to famiſn: which needed not 
have been, if they had been more ſparing in the ſeven plentiful years + 
for thoſe years of plenty, were not confined to Egypt : other Countreys 
. adjoyning, were no leſs fruitful, as the Learned aver, But that Prodigaliry 
hath brought many rich men to poverty, and poor men to beggery, I have 
- ſufficiently ſhewa in the 19th, Chapter. And ſs much of the means, 
whereby of poor a man may become rich: I come in the laſt place to ſhew 
you, how you may be happy, as well as rich, and cured of all your care, 
miſery, and melancholy : which is the principal thing I deſire to pleaſure 
you withall. For millions there are that are mighty rich, and yer are the 
moſt miſerable, melancholy, and diſcontented men alive. 


Here ends the Firſt Part, the ſecond follows, 
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Poſtſcript to the Pleaſed. 


'A Ccording to my skill, I have taught you to improve yonuy eflates : 

A but as to profit your ſoules, would more pleaſe me and pleaſure you; 

ſo J have to that end, taken the greater pains, in providing proper 

remedies (of the ſame alloy) for each ſoul ſeduced , or rffliffed, If ſuch 

as they concern, ſhall be pleaſed ro make uſe of them; they may (with 

I Gods ble ſſing) not only have their vices leſſened, their knowledge in- 

creaſed,and their mindes cheared and cemforted: but probably they ſhall 

find in them, the flower, cream, or quinteſſence, of what would ctherwiſe 
coſt them twenty years reading to extract. 

If you meet not with thoſe little pieces, that are printed in this ſmall 

Character, at the Stationers i At James Crumps a Book-binder in Litvle 

> Bartholomews well-yard, you may have them all; being in number rws 

and twenty. 
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